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SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council held on 7th November 2022 at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall 

Members Present:

Councillors C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman), G Durack, S Durack, S Shears and D Tucker, Unitary Councillor J Haynes and the Clerk David Green. 

Members of the Public:   None

1.	Apologies for absence

Cllr Newman.

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

None.

3.	Minutes of previous meeting of 5th September 2022

These were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

4.	Issues arising from the last meeting

The Chairman noted:

· Kerbstones – advice  concerning the placement of these had been received from the Community Highways Officer and would be included in the abridged minutes for the Chalkstream.

Cllr Davies noted that several kerbstones had either been moved or disappeared in recent week; it was not known who was responsible for these anti-social actions. It was also noted that there had been several recent incidents of vehicles parking or driving on verges. 

5.	Update from the Chairman:

The Chairman commented on several topics: 

· Mowing – Trevor Jameson has retired from mowing and the Parish Council thanked Trevor for all his work over the years. Andy Newman has volunteered to assist with mowing from the spring. A report has been received in relation to the mower: this only has 300 hours of use recorded and recent damage, such as belts coming off, has been attributed to users driving over twigs and other debris. It was agreed that a replacement machine would only be considered in a year to 18 months’ time and that ‘driver education’ was essential to reduce damage. 

· Marathon – the marathon had raised £ 1,359 for the capital reserve fund for Play Park equipment and had also generated £ 10,500 for the village in total which was an incredibly good result after the pandemic. 

6. 	Democratic discussion period

There were no members of the public present.

7. 	 To receive a report from the Unitary Councilor

Cllr Haynes noted that: 

The Dorset Council Senior Leadership Team had been discussing the setting of a budget, made difficult by the agreement of a 6% pay raise for employees and not the 3% that had been anticipated; this is in addition to other inflationary pressures relating to the cost of fuel. 

Overall,  there is a £ 29 million deficit which will mean that the Council will need to carefully review spending and income sources; in order to meet the shortfall there are likely to be increases in car parking charges, for example. In addition, Council Tax arrears have been increasing. 

The Council does have reserves but it cannot keep depleting these and long terms solutions need to be found to the funding shortfall from central government – nationally the average shortfall in funding among unitary councils is around £ 35 million. The situation is particularly difficult with Adult Social Care (ASC) where costs are rising rapidly. A report in connection with ASC will be provided shortly. Parts of the county including Weymouth for example are very deprived and require financial assistance. 

The Council is working on creating a ‘re-enablement’ home in Dorchester which is a place to where patients can be discharged from hospital for a period of up to 6 weeks but which is not a nursing home. A new trading company is likely to take on the management of this facility. 

9.  To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals 

The Clerk advised that the financial position was good, with the bank account standing at 
£ 10,009.16 at the end of October,  the general reserve at £ 4,014.59 and the Play Park capital reserve at £ 2,514.50.

There have been relatively few major expenditures since the last PC meeting and the precept instalment has been received. 

i) The following retrospective expenses were approved:

	Date
	Name
	Method
	 Amount 
	Reason

	06/09/2022
	David Green
	BACS
	£65.40
	Agreed expenses July-August

	26/09/2022
	Adams Apples
	DEBIT
	£63.80
	Cider apple trees - Spinney
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	David Green
	SO
	£192.48
	September 2022 pay

	29/09/2022
	Trevor Jameson
	BACS
	£29.87
	Petrol for mowing

	04/10/2022
	M J & A Peach
	BACS
	£210.00
	Tree work at the Play Park

	05/10/2022
	SNN Village Hall
	BACS
	£13.50
	Hall Hire

	10/10/2022
	Elite Playground
	BACS
	£48.00
	Qrtly inspection

	12/10/2022
	HMRC (PAYE)
	BACS
	£135.40
	PAYE

	28/10/2022
	David Green
	SO
	£192.48
	October 2022 pay



ii) Clerks’ expenses of £ 16.20 were approved
iii) Budget proposal

The Clerk explained that there were inflationary pressures to be taken account of and the need to maintain and add to reserves. It was unanimously agreed that there should be a Clerk’s pay rise following a national pay agreement and an agreed incremental improvement. 

It was agreed that the precept should be set at £ 9,003 for the forthcoming year, which would mean an increase of around £ 4.74 for Band D Council Tax, bringing this to around £ 42.72 for the year. 

10. To receive a report on the following matters in the Parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:

Planning

Cllr Shears reported in relation to several issues: 

New Applications

P/LBC/2022/06582 - 33 High Street Sydling St Nicholas Dorset DT2 9PD
Install secondary glazing units to existing single glazed units (retain  works already carried out).	
Grade II listed property

There were no objections to this application for necessary work

Applications update

Appeal Reference: APP/F1230/W/21/3289639  - 15 High St, Sydling St Nicholas

No decision had been received. Cllr Sheers noted that appeals can take around 32 weeks to conclude. 

Tithe Barn

This had been referred to Dorset Council Conservation; it was noted that  a like for like roof replacement had taken place.

Planning Meeting update

Cllr Shears had attended a planning discussion workshop in October. There were several interesting points which emerged from this :

· There is no appetite for the enforcement of planning decisions, which only occurs in very rare instances. 

· Building Control do not consider whether work has been carried out in accordance with plans, only building regulations.

· Cllr David Walsh is the portfolio holder for planning and is endeavouring to speak to all 160 Parishes during his tenure. 

· The new Local Plan will be delayed until Spring 2026. There are issues causing localised delays to planning applications including the Weymouth flood risk and the nutrient issue concerning water courses feeding Poole basin.

· The Council deals with around 190 planning applications a month. In the last year there have been 37 appeals of which 12, or around 1/3, had been upheld; this is usually for technical issues involving errors in the decision-making process.

· Thanks were given to Parish Council Tree officers for all their good work. There have been high profile cases involving the illegal destruction of trees including an instance in Poole where a large fine was levied on the culprit, including a financial penalty for the increased land value arising from the loss of the tree. 

Play Park

The Chairman has spoken to Peter Radbourne in connection with the alterations to the multi-play. Creation of the new structure is progressing well and this will be assembled shortly.  

It was agreed that the recently received quote for other repairs to the multi-play and the gate was too high and Peter Radbourne has also agreed to take on this work. 

Cllr G Durack advised that there were few issues arising from the recent inspection report. The moss problem on the basketball court can be deferred until the spring when a full clean will be conducted.  

Footpaths

Cllr Tucker reported no issues. 
. 
Highways

Cllr S Durack reported that:

· two fly tipping incidents had been reported and cleared
· some potholes have been repaired; others are being monitored
· a number of manholes in the High Street have been marked for repair 
· Dorset Council have refilled the grit bins they deem to need this (not all bins require re-filling according to DC)
· the missing sign for Dorchester Road is unlikely to be replaced due to cost

Trees

Cllr S Durack reported that:

· A rowan Tree on the Village Green had a lower branch damaged and this branch has now been removed
· Work at the Play Park  has been completed to a very high standard 
· the Cider apple trees would be delivered in January
· No quotes had been received to deal with the diseased ash tree in the Play Park; therefore consideration would be given to making an application to have the tree felled, after consultation with the Dorset Council Tree officer






Flooding

Cllr G Durack reported that a delivery of sandbags had been delivered to Dollens Farm.

An issue had been reported to the Environment Agency in connection with a metal gate across the stream and they will be dealing with this. 

Cllr Shears noted that the Environment Agency had visited those in the Flood Risk Zone and advised in relation to flood doors and other equipment that could be considered.

11. Items for Next meeting

Litter bin proposal for play park area

12. Date of next meeting	

The next meeting would be held on Monday 9th January 2023 at 7.00 p.m. at the Village Hall.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 19:45 hours.


Signed                                                                Chairman                  Date

