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SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council held on 9th January 2023 at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall 

Members Present:

Councillors C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman), G Durack, S Durack, A Newman, S Shears, D Tucker, and the Clerk David Green. 

Members of the Public:   None

1.	Apologies for absence

Cllr Haynes

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

None.

3.	Minutes of previous meeting of 7th November 2022

These were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

5.	Update from the Chairman:

The Chairman wished all a Happy New Year and hoped that it would be smoother than the last three years had been.

The Chairman suggested that thoughts ought to turn to the Coronation in May 2023. He had been informed that beacons would not be lit because this would potentially detract from the lighting for the Queens Platinum Jubilee in 2022.  Cllr Newman reported that there were plans  to hold a dance event at the Village Hall. 

The Parish Council agreed to give consideration as to how it might best mark the occasion. 

6. 	Democratic discussion period

There were no members of the public present.

7. 	 To receive a report from the Unitary Councilor

A written report was received for November & December and this was taken as read. 

8. 	Dorset Council – ’20 is Plenty’ – speed limit initiative

The criteria required for the introduction of a 20-mph limit were discussed. It was noted that the High Street does in fact have a primary function for the movement of motor vehicles, exceeding 20 mph is practically impossible and there is no collision data supporting the proposal. It was also noted that previous traffic surveys had not indicated any serious problem in the village. 

It was agreed that that this would be wholly inappropriate for Sydling High Street or any side roads and would not therefore be taken any further. 

9.  To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals 

The Clerk advised that the financial position was good. The bank account at the end of December 2022 stood at £ 9,126.91. The general reserve stood at £ 3,132.34 and the Play Park capital reserve at £ 2,514.50.

i) The following retrospective expenses were approved:

	Date
	Name
	Method
	  Amount  
	Reason

	07/11/2022
	Peter Radbourne
	BACS
	 £  91.69 
	Multiplay additional mats

	08/11/2022
	David Green
	BACS
	 £  16.20 
	Expenses Nov 2022

	11/11/2022
	Alun Banks
	BACS
	 £  29.30 
	Petrol for mowing

	28/11/2022
	David Green
	SO
	 £324.00 
	Nov 2022 pay & arrears

	05/12/2022
	Graham Durack
	BACS
	 £  62.06 
	Apple tree install materials

	09/12/2022
	Mike Peach
	BACS
	 £  15.00 
	Tree work

	21/12/2022
	The Play Inspection Co
	BACS
	 £132.00 
	Annual inspection

	28/12/2022
	David Green
	SO
	 £212.00 
	Dec 2022 pay



ii) Clerks’ expenses of £ 16.20 were approved
iii) Precept agreement

The Clerk advised that the precept would be set at £ 9,035 for 2023/2024. This would mean, following adjustment of the tax base, an increase in Council Tax Band D from £ £ 37.98 to £ 42.90.
It was unanimously agreed to set the budget and precept. 

10. To receive a report on the following matters in the Parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:

Planning

Cllr Shears reported in respect of several issues: 

Appeal Reference: APP/F1230/W/21/3289639  - 15 High St, Sydling St Nicholas

The appeal had been dismissed, though details of the decision were not shown on the portal.

 Application Reference P/FUL/2022/04109 – 15 High Street, Sydling St Nicholas

This application had been refused. The reasons given for refusal included: the proposed development not being in a sustainable location, the plans being detrimental to the character and appearance of the conservation area, the impact on an adjoining listed building and on the AONB. 

It was noted that flood information had actually been submitted with the application but the ‘’sequential test’ had not been followed. This point had been clarified with the case officer. 

Cllr Shears noted the attempt to remove the protective covenant over the land behind No 15 and thought it would be less likely that this could occur given the rejection of two planning applications. 

The notification by Dorset Council concerning the phosphate neutrality issue relating to Poole Harbour and its potential impact on development was noted.

Play Park

The Chairman thanked Peter Radbourne for the excellent alterations to the multi-play. 

The Council unanimously agreed that a bin should be installed outside the play park. The cost of this will be £ 257 plus VAT and fortnightly emptying will be around £ 5.44.   

Village Green

Cllr Newman reported that were problems with moles under the Village Green. It was agreed that a pest controller would be asked to quote for dealing with this issue.

Footpaths

The map modification application for a Byway to All Traffic (B.O.A.T) designation over Back Lane was discussed. It was noted that this route had been used  as an alternative exit from the village for many years and that there were no reasons to object to the proposal. 

Highways

Cllr S Durack reported that:

· 11 potholes have been reported to Dorset Highways and marked for repair
· An eroding bank has been reported 

A damaged fingerpost near the Church was reported. The Chairman will speak to the landowner. 

Trees

Cllr S Durack reported that:

· two Cider apple trees have been planted on the Spinney. The possibility of TPO’s on these has  been referred to Dorset Council who have though advised that they would not be approved. The trees are now marked on the Queens Green Canopy register
· work on the Play Park hedging is now complete 
· a crown lift has been completed in the Spinney
· SSE have dealt with some branches near overhead cables

Flooding

Cllr G Durack advised that: 

· blocked drains at Marrs Cross have been reported and are under a 28-day notice period for resolution
· an issue in Dorchester Road concerning vegetation in the stream and a problem concerning rising springs on bridleway S42-15 have been reported to the Environment Agency who will be writing to the landowners concerned; some assistance from Dorset Highways in terms of digging out trenches may be required

The Chairman noted that pumping of sewage had resumed in the village and it was evident that there had been no improvement to that situation following the work in the last couple of years.  

11. Correspondence

	Date 
	From 
	Subject

	13/11/2022
	Jake Williams
	Village crime - PC action? 

	18/11/2022
	Dorset Deserves Better
	Open Letter to Spencer Flower from Dorset Deserves Better Alliance

	21/11/2022
	Dorset Council
	Spencer Flower reply to DDBA

	27/11/2022
	Volunteer Centre Dorset
	Christmas!, Gardening & Community Support

	30/11/2022
	PCSO Sarah Pilcher
	November Crime Report - Dorchester West

	01/12/2022
	Dorset Council (via Jill Haynes) 
	Workshops for farmers - end of direct payments

	02/12/2022
	Help & Kindness 
	Warm Welcomes, Christmas!, & Community Support

	06/12/2022
	CEE Support Group
	November meeting notes

	14/11/2022
	Playground Inspections
	Annual Inspection report

	19/12/2022
	Dorset Council 
	P/FUL/2022/04109 FW: 15 High Street - Factual error re Decision Notice

	20/12/2022
	CEE Support Group
	December meeting notes

	21/12/2022
	Dorset Council - Definitive Map Team
	APPLICATION FOR A DEFINITIVE MAP MODIFICATION ORDER – SYDLING ST NICHOLAS T740

	03/01/2023
	PCSO Sarah Pilcher
	December Crime Report - Dorchester West

	03/01/2023
	MP Chris Loder
	Village meetings 2023

	03/01/2023
	Giles Watts 
	Dorchester Transport Action Network Questionnaire

	04/01/2023
	Dorset Council
	Planning update - nutrient neutrality (Poole Harbour)



The letter from MP Chris Loder re Village Meetings was noted. He will be advised in due course when arrangements for the Sydling meeting are decided. 

12. Items for Next meeting

Coronation commemoration suggestions.

13. Date of next meeting	

The next meeting will be held on Monday 6th March 2023 at 7.00 p.m. at the Village Hall.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 19:30 hours.
Signed                                                                Chairman                  Date

