

SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on 06th November 2017 at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall

Members Present: 

Councillors
C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman), A Newman, M Hole, D Tucker and S Elson

5 members of the public

1.	Cooption of a new Parish Councillor for Sydling St Nicholas
Mr Graham Durack was unanimously elected as the new co-opted Parish Councillor for Sydling St Nicholas. 
2.	Apologies for absence
Cllr Penfold (WDDC) and Cllr Haynes (DCC) sent apologises.

3.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests
Cllr Elson had previously declared an interest in item 1.

4.	Minutes of previous meeting 02nd October 2017
These were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

5.	Issues arising from the last meeting
Cllr Penfold had passed a message on that the enforcement team at WDDC were looking into the structure near the sewage works.
The Clerk confirmed that the speed limit throughout the village was 60 miles per hour. The Chairman confirmed that unless a ground swell of opinion wished it to be changed then the Parish Council would not pursue the matter any further.
The Clerk also stated that the dog waste signs had arrived.
	
6.	Democratic discussion period
It was noted that a letter sent to the Parish Council regarding the hedge had not been acknowledged.
The Chairman answered by saying that the contents of the letter were to be discussed at the meeting. He stated that an acknowledgement of receipt would in future be sent.
The question was raised as to why the full minutes were not sent to the Chalkstream.
The Clerk agreed to send these in the future.
Pictures were circulated as to fly tipping in the Parish area. It was asked if the Parish Council could facilitate in the financial disposal of tyres and other rubbish.
The Clerk stated that the Dorset Waste Partnership had a process for fly tipping and he would record these instances with them.
The Chairman thanked the group of volunteered who tidied up the village.

It was asked when the work on the Spinney would be completed.
The Chairman suggested that the current proposed work by the Parish Council and SSE should be completed and then the Spinney reviewed after that. All were in agreement.
It was brought to the attention of the parish Council of an overgrown hedge by the water flow.
The Chairman confirmed he would speak to the land owner.

7.	Update from the Chairman for information only
The Chairman had no further points.

8.	To receive reports from the County & District Councillors
There were no reports from District or County.
9.	To receive a report on the planning matters in the parish and to agree action in response to the new applications
The Clerk stated there were no new planning applications other than the green applications by the Parish Council and SSE.
There was one approval, that at 4 Three Acres.

10.	To receive a report on the condition of the footpaths and other environmental matters in the parish and to agree action in response to proposals and repairs
There was no issues.

11	To receive a report on Highways matters in the parish and to agree action in response to proposals and repairs
Cllr Newman had reported 3 pot holes which the Clerk would place on Dorset For You.
He also requested that DCC done a full road check in the village.
The Clerk stated that was done annually as part of the strategic road review by DCC.

12.	To receive a report on Play park matters including the annual inspection and to agree action in response to proposals and repairs
Cllr Elson was appointment as Playpark representative.
It was agreed to put the multiuse totally out of action.
Cllr’s Hole, Elson and Durack would do this in the morning.
The Clerk suggested getting an inspection review with a thought to getting the apparatus fixed.
All were in agreement. The Clerk would contact an inspector.

13.	To receive a report from the tree officer and to agree action in response to proposals and repairs
Cllr Elson spoke on the following points:

DCC and DCC highways were still in disagreement over the ownership of the bank at Saxon House. However, it was noted that some works had been carried out.

2 new applications had been submitted for planning approval. 
Works to crown trees on the village green and to remove a protected shrub on the Spinney.

Planning approval had been received for the ashes on the Spinney and the hedge on the green.

SSE were also carrying out works in the village. It had been noted that shavings and branches were left on site.
Cllr Hole was happy to assist with the removal of these items.

It was requested that the siting of the second picnic bench be taken after the Spinney works had been completed.
It was agreed by all to defer this to another meeting,

14.	To receive a report from the flood warden and to agree action in response to proposals and repairs
Cllr Durack spoke on the following:

9 gullies were to be cleared by 15th November.
Riparian owner were clearing vegetation from their banks.
DCC were in talks on who was responsible for the maintenance of Sunnyside.
The flood warning signs were to be delivered soon.


15.	Finance
The Clerk stated that although the budget was currently more than expected there was no issues as the vast majority of major work had been completed.
The following cheques were authorized for payment:
	West Dorset District Council
	613
	13.60

	Wayne Lewin
	614
	199.79

	HMRC
	615
	50.00

	Sydling St Nicholas VH
	616
	11.00

	T Jameson
	617
	51.20

	Dorset Home and Garden Services
	618
	175.00



16.	Update on works on the Spinney
This had been discussed previously.

17.	Update on works on the Village green
Cllr Newman brought to the attention of the Parish Council that electric cables were laid in the vicinity of the hedge. Although planning had been approved it was suggested that the location of these cables be confirmed before going out to tenure.
It was unanimously agreed to speak SSE and confirm any potential hazards before going out to tenure.

18.	Update on works in the Play Park
This had previously been discussed.

19.	Future asset management plan
It was agreed this was a good idea on an annual basis.
The assets to be reviewed were:
Village green, Spinney, Playground, poor lot and bus shelter.

20.	Initial Precept discussion
It was agreed in principle to raise the Precept to cover the liabilities of the Parish Council.
The Clerk is to produce a proposal for the next meeting.

21.	Discussion on low flying helicopters over the village
It was agreed that the issue had considerably subsided and no further action needed to be taken as this time.

22. 	Items for the next meeting
Precept
Village green hedge
Asset management plan
Finger posts
Disposal of defibrillator monies
Purchase of new lawn mower

23.	Date of next meeting
The next meeting was confirmed for 04th December 2017
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There being no further business the meeting closed at 2050 hours.
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