

SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on 12th September at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall

Members Present: 

Councillors
C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman)
C Fowler, D Tucker, M Hole and A Newman

13 members of the public
Cllr Penfold WDDC

1.	Cooption of a new Parish Councillor for Sydling St Nicholas
It was unanimously agreed that Ms. Shell Elson be coopted as a Councillor for Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council.

2.	Apologies for absence
Cllr Haynes (DCC) sent her apologises.
3.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests
None were declared.
4.	Minutes of previous meeting 03rd July 2017
These were agreed by the Councillors as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

5.	Issues arising from the last meeting
There were no matters other than those already on the agenda.	
6.	Democratic discussion period
The issue of dog fouling was again brought up. The Chairman mentioned that the Parish Council was doing all it could within its power including new bins and signs. However, this was an issue of enforcement and statement it was the responsibility of all villagers to be vigilant and report if appropriate.

The problem of pot holes was next. The Clerk confirmed that any pot holes can be reported by individuals directly to DCC via the portal on Dorset For You or via the Clerk who would action on their behalf. The pot hole in the high street was noted.

The subject of the code of conduct topic was next. It was noted that the apology from the individual was not accepted. The Chairman reiterated the apology from the Parish Council confirming that the entire matter should have been dealt with better and lessons had been learned. 

The question of the minutes was brought up again. The Chairman stated that the minutes are agreed by the Councillors and should be the arguments, debates and resolutions of the Councillors. He read out a paragraph from LGA 1972 to this effect.
 
7.	Update from the Chairman for information only
The Chairman reminded parishioners and Councillors that any issues or correspondence that required debate or resolution must be with the Clerk a week prior to the meeting for inclusion on the agenda. If not on the agenda then no decision could be made. 
8.	To receive reports from the County & District Councillors
Cllr Penfold stated that due to the summer recess no decision had been made on the Local Government Review on the unitary. Despite this the councils were still looking at the ‘working together principle’. She had no planning issues.

9.	To receive a report on the planning matters in the parish and to agree action in response to the new applications

The Councillors confirmed that they did not have enough time to study the new application at 2 High Street. The Clerk updated the council on approvals and withdrawals since the last meeting. A list of these can be found on Dorset For You.

10.	To receive a report on the condition of the footpaths and other environmental 
matters in the parish and to agree action in response to proposals and repairs

Cllr Tucker mentioned that a few hedges in the Parish needed a trim back. The Chairman agreed and noted stating that work can be done now September had arrived.

11.	To receive a report on Highways matters in the parish and to agree action in response to proposals and repairs

The Clerk confirmed receipt of the letter regarding the pot hole in the High Street. This was be actioned immediately. The Chairman confirmed that works would start on Cerne Hill the next day. The Clerk also confirmed receipt of a letter requested the clearance of the culvert on East Street. Again, he stated this would be action the next day.

12.	To receive a report on Play park matters including the annual inspection and to agree action in response to proposals and repairs

Cllr Fowler mentioned that a few bits of equipment had been fixed or made safe. He had made enquires as to the installer of the equipment but to no avail. It was suggested that a photo be taken and the Clerk would ask for quotes.

13.	To receive a report from the tree officer and to agree action in response to proposals and repairs

Cllr Elson confirmed that the ash in the Spinney showed signs of ash die back disease. She stated that no new planning applications had been received. She also mentioned that she had received correspondence saying that it was difficult for high sided vehicles to drive around the village greed due to overhanging branches. It was noted that the trees outside 47 / 48 High Street belonged to DCC.
Resolution(s):
It was agreed to get quotes to fell the two ash in the Spinney.
It was agreed to get quotes on reducing the trees on the village green.
It was agreed to look into a 3 year maintenance program for the tree areas.

14.	To receive a report from the flood warden and to agree action in response to proposals and repairs

Mr Durack had met with a representative from DCC who confirmed that the area by the ford was their responsibility. They in turn were going to speak to EA regarding the vegetation that needed some work doing. DCC were also going to speak to all riparian owners reminding them of their responsibilities.

15.	Finance
	a.	Bank balances (summary for 2017/18 attached)
	b.	Invoices and receipts
	c.	Cheques for authorization and approval

The Clerk briefed that the payments were in line with budget forecasts.
The following cheques were approved for payment:

	Glendale Grounds
	595
	480.00

	DAPTC
	596
	156.49

	Wayne Lewin
	597
	274.18

	HMRC
	598
	75.00

	Lyons Gate Gardening
	599
	50.00

	T Jameson
	600
	45.87

	OHE Horticultral Ltd
	607
	366.82

	Sydling St Nicholas VH
	608
	17.50



16.	To discuss the Clerk’s monthly hours

The Clerk stated that he was working far more than the contracted hours.
Resolution:
It was agreed to increase the contracted hours to 20 hours per month.

17.	To provide an action plan on the internal and external audit

The only observation on external audit was that proof the Council are fully briefed on budgets.
Resolution:
The action plan is that the Clerk would brief where the budgets are in related to Precept each month.

18.	To discuss the frequency of Parish Council meetings.

The Councillors were content to meet monthly as this gave the opportunity to come to quicker resolutions on agenda matters.

19.	To procure works for the Playground and surrounding area

It was agreed to award the contract to County Tree Services and the basis of cost and knowledge of the area.

20.	To discuss the completed works on the Spinney and if it is fit for purpose

It was agreed that the works completed met the conditions of the contract and no more, in that, the vegetation that was requested to be moved was but the area was left in an untidy state with much waste cleared from site. All decided that when writing a job description that these areas must be covered in more detail.





21.	To review the current arrangements of safety matters on the East Street side of the village green.

The history of this subject is well documented. For the record however is was a previous resolution of the Parish Council to fence part of the village green for the health and safety reason of children running into the road. 
Cllr Fowler opened the discussion by stating that he believed that the whole issue was an overreaction and that in his 22 years living on the green no such issue had ever occurred before. He proposed that the fence removed and the hedge maintained to a good level.
Cllr Newman preferred some immediate repairs to the gate and then look into the possibility of a higher quality fence in the future with the possibility of fencing the other side. 
Cllr Davies mentioned that the fence was hardly noticeable now.
Cllr Fowler continued by stating that the fence and gate was not where the incident occurred. The Chairman pointed out that is was previously agreed that this area was the most likely for an incident to happen in the future with children running to the stream or play park.
Cllr Tucker continued the debate by saying the issue was of visibility and that by removing all the hedge and fence, visibility would be increased for both drivers and children.
The Chairman concluded by asking all Councillors not to include the cost of the current fence as it was minimal.

The Parish Council also listened to many parishioners views on this matter.

Resolution:
It was agreed on a split vote to remove all hedge and fence along the East side of the village green.

Cllr’s Newman and Davies opted to enhance what is there.
Cllr Fowler wanted it to return to how it was with no fence and a maintained hedge.
Cllr’s Tucker, Elson and Legg voted to remove both the hedge and fence.

22. 	Items for the next meeting

Maintenance schedule for village assets
Removal of village hedge and fence

23.	Date of next meeting
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The next meeting was confirmed as Full Council Meeting 02nd October 2017

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2100 hours.
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