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SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council held on 8th January 2024 at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall 

1.	Apologies for absence

None.

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

None.

3.	Minutes of previous meeting 6th November 2023

These were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

4.          Issues arising from the last meeting

The question of a replacement mower had been researched by Cllr Newman; there were several potential options possibly involving John Deere, Briggs & Stratton or Husqvarna machines. There was the question of the part exchange value of the existing machine. It was agreed that a budget of £3,500 should be provisionally allowed for the replacement cost. The matter will be reviewed again at the March meeting. 

5. 	Democratic discussion period.

The issue of village drainage systems was raised including the size of grilles in use in view of the change from 1-foot to 2-foot drainage pipes part way down the High Street. A question was also raised in relation to an inspection chamber along East Street and how the weir operates under flood conditions. 

It was agreed that a further meeting with Dorset Council and the Environment Agency would be arranged to discuss these and other issues, including the culverts in use at Marrs Cross and the general issue of slowing water flow into the village whilst increasing ‘outflow’ speed.

Cllr Haynes suggested that a village meeting could be held to remind householders of their riparian responsibilities which can have a significant impact on water levels. 

The issue of overflowing sewage was raised and has been referred to Wessex Water for action. The Chairman noted that the lining of the sewage system had not provided a solution to the issue because all lateral pipes had not been lined. Cllr Haynes noted that Wessex Water responsibility ends at the house boundary and permission is needed from householders for camera inspections beyond this point. If householders do not co-operate with requests for access this can involve a long legal process. 

6. 	 To receive a report from the Unitary Councilor

Cllr Haynes noted that Dorset Council will have to make efficiency savings of some £12 million but it is hoped that these may be implemented without any loss of front-line services. Dorset Council is better placed than some other local authorities. 

7.        Elections 2024 

The Clerk noted the timetable for the 2024 Elections. The deadline for nominations is 5th April 2024. The Clerk asked to receive these by the next PC meeting on 4th March in order to take these to Dorset Council; the Clerk will receive a new electoral roll in February in order to deal with nomination queries. 

8.    Finance:

8.1 Village Hall defibrillator - It was agreed that the Parish Council and the Village Hall will share the net cost of the new 5 year lease. Paul Baird explained that this was the third renewal of the contract. 
8.2 Finance Report - The Clerk reported that the financial position was moderate although significant expenditures were anticipated.
8.3 Grant request - It was agreed that the Parish Council would grant £100 to assist with the running of the Chalk Stream Drivers medical appointment car service. 
8.4 Retrospective payment approvals: 

	Date
	Name
	Method
	   Amount  
	Reason

	07/11/2023
	David Green
	BACS
	 £    16.20 
	 Expenses 

	20/11/2023
	Andrew Newman
	BACS
	 £    70.62 
	 Mower Fuel 

	28/11/2023
	David Green 
	SO
	 £  340.00 
	 Nov 23 pay+arrears

	05/12/2023
	Sydling Village Hall
	BACS
	 £    11.00 
	 Hall Hire 

	06/12/2023
	Dorset Council 
	BACS
	 £  264.00 
	 Tree survey 

	27/12/2023
	M Peach 
	BACS
	 £    90.00 
	 Hedging 

	28/12/2023
	David Green
	SO
	 £  228.00 
	 Dec 2023 pay 


	
8.5 Precept request 2024/2025

It had been initially proposed to increase in the precept to £10,000, being necessary to maintain spending in inflationary times and to support reserve provisions. The expense of the defibrillator contract meant that this needed to be reviewed and it was therefore unanimously agreed that the precept for 2024/2025 should be set at £11,000. This will mean an annual increase in Council Tax Band D of £8.91 for the Parish. 

8.           Planning 

Cllr Shears noted several items: 

P/FUL/2023/01342 - Land And Buildings North Of Cutlers Close Sydling St Nicholas  

Site notices had not originally been posted in relation to this application and the comments deadline had been amended to a date in December 2023. The PC is awaiting confirmation that this application will be reviewed by Northern Area Planning Committee in January 2024 or possibly at a later date. 

P/FUL/2023/03660 - Southfield Barn Long Ash Lane Frampton

Amended plans had been submitted in relation to this application. These took account of some concerns, including light pollution and the use of agricultural buildings but there was no decision to report.

P/HOU/2023/07463 - 15 High Street Sydling St Nicholas DT2 9PB - Form vehicle access and erect single storey self-contained annexe

This application had been received on the day of the meeting which was insufficient time to permit full Parish Council consideration. It was agreed that an Extraordinary Meeting will be held on 22nd January 2024 to consider this further.  

9. To receive a report on the following matters in the Parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:

Play Park 

Cllr G Durack noted that the Annual Play area inspection had been conducted in early January 2024 and a report  received. This showed that all items noted either were low risk or very low risk. This will be reviewed by the maintenance contractor and any remedial action deemed necessary will be taken. 

Footpaths

Cllr Newman reported that the top rail on the footbridge had rotted. Photographs will be taken and this will be referred to the Dorset Rangers for remedial action. 

Highways

Cllr S Durack reported that 8 potholes had been reported for repair but these were currently flooded and this will delay any action. 

Trees

Cllr S Durack advised that the tree maintenance programme will commence in February 2024 and will conclude in September 2024  to avoid the nesting bird season

Flooding

Recent storm flooding was noted and all who assisted in clearing drains were thanked. There was still an issue of drivers thoughtlessly causing ‘bow-waves’ when travelling down the High Street. Cllr G Durack had obtained one ‘SLOW’ sign & one ‘FLOODING sign to be used when necessary and would be seeking to obtain some ‘5 MPH’ signs if possible. 

A ditch near Church Hill View will be cleared following correspondence from a land owner.  

10.  Correspondence 

	Date 
	From 
	Subject

	09/11/2023
	Steve Foot
	Response to Road Safety in Sydling notice

	27/11/2023
	Dorchester Town Council
	What's On in Dorchester - December 2023

	04/12/2023
	Climate & Ecological Emergency Support Group
	Notes from Nov C&EE meeting 

	07/12/2023
	PCSO Sarah Pilcher
	 Parish reports November 2023

	22/12/2023
	DAPTC
	Elections 2024 training kit

	22/12/2023
	Dorset Council
	Electric Vehicle Charging in Sydling St Nicholas 

	27/12/2023
	Chris Loder MP
	Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise Energy Efficiency Scheme 

	05/01/2024
	DAPTC
	Bruno Peak – D Day 80 2024



The Clerk noted the offer from Dorset Council concerning the provision of one Electric Vehicle Charging point in the village. 

Cllr Shears explained how the scheme actually works, which involves the creation of  15-year lease with landowners and confers several responsibilities on the landowner including guarantees of availability of the space. 

It was agreed that there was no suitable Parish land for the installation of a point and nor were there any on street locations where a point would be suitable. The question had been referred to the Village Hall if interested but there was agreement that the Parish Council would not take this matter forward. 

11. Items for Next Meeting

· Mower replacement update
· Receive election nominations

12. Date of Next Meeting	

The next full Parish meeting will be held on Monday 4th March 2024 at 7.00 p.m. in the Village Hall. An extraordinary meeting to discuss planning application P/HOU/2023/07463 will be held on 22nd January 2024 at 7.00 pm in the Village Hall. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.10 hours.


Signed                                                                Chairman                  Date

