SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 21st JULY 2025 AT SYDLING ST NICHOLAS VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7PM

Present:	Cllrs S Shears, A Newman, D Tucker, G Walker, 

Chair:		Cllr C Legg

Clerk:		Mrs A Crocker

Also present:  Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes

1.	 To accept apologies for absence

25.31	Apologies have been received from Cllr P Gower (holiday) and Cllr J Dobbs (away).

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

25.32	No interests were declared at this stage and no requests for dispensations had been received. 

3.	To approve the minutes of the meetings held on Monday 12th May 2025 

25.33	A copy of the minutes for both the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Parish Council meeting had been issued to all members. Cllr Shears proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Tucker  and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.

4.	Matters arising from the minutes – for report only 

25.34	Clearing of the ditch has been undertaken and will be done again before the autumn, whilst the water level is still quite low.

5.	Chairman’s Report 

25.35	 The Marathon was a great success. 

6.	Democratic Period 

25.36	 Poor Lots – Mr Morris informed the meeting that many of the trees on the site have Ash dieback. The newly lodged lease states that he cannot undertake any work without the Parish Council’s agreement. However, it was noted that the agreement allows for the land to be managed and for  the removal of dead and diseased trees as necessary. A letter will be sent by the Parish Council confirming that the removal of the trees is acceptable in order to remove any element of doubt. ACTION: CLERK


7.	Dorset Councillor’s Report 

25.37	A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Haynes informed members that Dorset Council is in the process of setting up one central call centre rather than have the individual departmental centers as is currently the case. It is hoped that this will enable any complaints to be tracked, ensure local members are informed of any issues and make sure the complaints are dealt with. Customer Services will be the first area considered, followed by business support and then procurement. It is anticipated the whole process will take about a year. 
8.	Finance 

25.38	To agree retrospective and current payments 

	The following payments were requested:

	Hugo Fox		May 2025 web hosting			DDR25/02	   11.99
	Gallagher		Insurance renewal to 31.05.2026		BACS008	 556.14
	JP Consultants		Internal audit ye 31.03.25			BACS009	   70.00
	A Crocker		June 2025 salary + expenses			BACS010	 249.82
	HMRC			June 2025 PAYE				BACS011	   49.00
	Hugo Fox		Email hosting May 2025			DDR25/03	   20.99
	Hugo Fox		Email hosting June 2025			DDR25/04	   20.99
	DAPTC		Annual subscription				BACS012	 255.50
	A Newman		Reimburse fuel for mower			BACS013	   30.37
	A Crocker		July 2025 salary + expenses			BACS014	 227.32
	HMRC			July 2025 PAYE				BACS015	   49.20
	Porter Dobson		Lease on Poor Lots				BACS016	   45.00
	Gallagher		Mower insurance 10.06.25 to 09.06.26	BACS017	 143.95

	Total amount requested from the Precept: £1,730.27

	Cllr Tucket proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Newman and agreed unanimously.

	It was noted that the following income had been received since the last meeting:

		£400.00 in respect of rent for the Poor Lots
		£314.67 from the cake sale as a donation for the play area
		£2.00 wayleave payment from SSEN

25.39	To approve the bank reconciliation and position against budget 

	Copies of both reports had been issued with the agenda. Both were accepted and approved. 

25.40	To confirm the period for the Exercise of Public Rights for the 2024-2025 accounts 

	The dates agreed are 1st July to 11th August 2025 for review of the accounts. 

9.	To receive an update on the .gov.uk email addresses

25.41	Hugo Fox have not been particularly helpful in some instances and this will be reported. 

10.	To receive an update in respect of the Poor Lots lease 

25.42	The lease has now been lodged with the Land Registry. The Parish Council will now look at other land in its ownership. 

11.	To receive reports on the following matters and to agree any action necessary

25.43	Planning 
	P/LBC/2025/02684	22 High Street – Retain internal alterations… to allow for construction of new stud wall lay out and installation of shower cubicle. When the application was reviewed, no documents were available. However, the proposal if for internal works only. 

	Update on Dorset Council Local Plan consultation – Cllr Shears attended a briefing held on Monday 14th July regarding the proposals for the new Local Plan. He gave a brief outline of the event and the presentation will be made available on the website in due course. The consultation starts on the 18th August and runs for a period of 8 weeks. 

25.44	Play Park 

	Play equipment checks – Cllr Newman is now undertaking regular checks and noting any work needed. 

	 New equipment – It was suggested that a cargo net type of play equipment might prove popular. We currently have approximately £3,000 set aside for replacement equipment and requests have been received for something for 8- to 13-year-olds. Some options will be considered and put out on the Informer to see what the children would like. 

	Fence at  Village Green – Cllr Walker produced a proposal for a three-rail fence, running parallel to the road from the telegraph pole to 1.8m away from the hedge. A second, shorter section would be positioned about a meter in at the gap end to replace the need for a gate of any sort. A quote for £497.80 + VAT was also submitted. Nearby households will be informed and it was anticipated that the height would be about 1 meter in order to be less imposing. Other quotes will be obtained. This is for materials only and volunteers will be asked to assist with putting the fencing in place. Once the additional quote is received, it will be emailed to members for confirmation so the work can be undertaken during August, rather than having to wait until September. 

25.45	Footpaths 

To consider the finger post repairs and agree costings - Unfortunately, Cllr Gower is away on holiday at the moment. This item will be held over to the September meeting.

25.46	Police, Traffic and Rights of Way 

The wooden fingerposts closest to the village will be checked and the number in need of repair noted. This will be taken to the September meeting for consideration. 

25.47	Trees 

Going forwards, all applications will be sent to Cllr Dobbs and he will take a view as to whether or not it needs to be considered by the whole council.

AG Tree Services will be asked to look at the trees around the village green as they need to be cut back to avoid being hit by the waste collection vehicles. 

A letter has also been received from residents in the area of the play park asking for the top of the field maples to be removed as they are restricting their sunlight or, at the very least, to be reduced in height. AG Tree Services will be asked for the best option. This will be brought back to the September meeting.  

25.48	Flooding 

Cllr Walker has received notifications of various meetings with Wessex Water and has made contact with the local officer. He will go back down through the stream before the end of summer to make sure everything is clear and ready for the winter. Advice will be sent out to residents with riparian responsibilities explaining what they need to do and what they cannot do with regard to clearing the river. Cllr Shears will see if he can find the EA booklet. 

12.	Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

25.49	Nothing to report. 

13.	Items for the next meeting 

25.50	 Play park; trees; finger posts. 

14.	Date of the next meeting 

25.51	The next meeting will be held on Monday 8th September 2025.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.37hrs
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Signed: ………………………………………….		Dated: ………………………………………
