MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL, FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 11TH MAY 2026 AT SYDLING ST NICHOLAS VILLAGE HALL


Present:		Cllrs P Gower, S Shears, D Tucker, A Newman, G Walker

Chair:			Cllr C Legg

Clerk:			Mrs A Crocker

Also Present:		Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes


1.	Election of Chair 

26.001 Cllr Newman proposed Cllr Legg as Chair. This was seconded by Cllr Shears and agreed unanimously. Cllr Legg signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the meeting. 

2.	Election of Vice Chair 

26.002	Cllr Legg proposed Cllr Tucker as Vice Chair. This was seconded by Cllr Newman and agreed unanimously. Cllr Tucker signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the meeting. 

3.	To receive apologies for absence 

26.003	Cllr Legg informed members that, for personal reasons, Cllr Dobbs has decided to step down from the Parish Council.  We would like to thank him for his work during his time on the Council and wish him well for the future. The Clerk will inform Dorset Council accordingly.ACTION: CLERK


4.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests 

26.004	No interests were declared at this stage and no requests for dispensations had been received.

5.	Appointment of Councillors to positions of responsibility for the coming year 

26.005	The following roles were appointed:
			Play Park				Cllr Legg
			Tree Warden				To be confirmed
			Highways				Cllr Gower
			Footpaths				Cllr Tucker
			Flooding				Cllr Walker
			Planning				Cllr Shears	
			Website, social media and IT		Cllr Newman


6.	To review and accept the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Code of Conduct

26.006	There were no changes to the existing Orders and Regulations. Cllr Legg proposed they are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Shears and agreed unanimously.

7.	To review policies and procedures

26.007	All policies and procedures are available to view on the website. Cllr Newman proposed they are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Shears and agreed unanimously.

8.	To review subscriptions paid to outside bodies 

26.008	The Council currently pays a subscription to the Dorset Association of Parish and Town Councils. Members agreed this was worthwhile and should continue. Cllr Legg proposed the subscription continues. This was seconded by Cllr Newman and agreed unanimously.

9.	To review the insurance provision 

26.009	In order to ensure rate stability, the Parish Council set up a 3-year long term agreement in 2025. This will expire in 2028.

10.	To review the Risk Assessment and Asset Register 

26.010	Cllr Shears proposed the risk assessment is accepted subject to a review taking place. This was seconded by Cllr Legg and agreed unanimously.

	A copy of the Asset Register had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Newman proposed it is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Legg and agreed unanimously. 

11.	To review the accounts for the year ended 31st March 2026 

26.011	To agree the bank reconciliation as at 31st March 2026 

	A copy of the reconciliation had been issued with the agenda. It was accepted as a true and accurate representation of the bank position.

26.012	To approve the external audit Certificate of Exemption 

	A copy of the Certificate of Exemption had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Shears proposed the Certificate is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Tucker and agreed unanimously. The Certificate was signed by the Chair and Clerk in the presence of the meeting. 

26.013	To agree the Annual Governance Statement for 2025-26

	Members considered and approved all statements. Cllr Shears proposed the Statement is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Newman and agreed unanimously. The Chair and Clerk signed the Statement in the presence of the meeting. 



26.014	To agree the Annual Accounting Statement for 2025-26 
	
	A copy of the Annual Accounting Statement had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Shears proposed the Statement is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Gower and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the Statement in the presence of the meeting.

26.015	To confirm the internal auditor for the year ended 31st March 2026 & for the year to 31st March 2027	

	The Clerk recommended the use of Barker-Fox Ltd for the current year and going forward. The proposal was put forward by Cllr Legg, seconded by Cllr Shears and agreed unanimously.

12.	To confirm the Parish Council continues to meet the criteria for the General Power of Competence 

26.016	The Parish Council continues to have a qualified Clerk, and more than two thirds of members are elected. It, therefore, meets the criteria for the General Power of Competence.

13.	To approve the Honorarium for bus shelter cleaning 

26.017	Members unanimously agreed that the £75 should be paid this year and thanks are extended to the volunteer for keeping the bus shelter clean and tidy.

14.	To approve the minutes of meetings 

26.018	Monday 9th March 2026 

	A copy of the minutes had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Shears proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Walker and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 

26.019	Extraordinary meeting held on 1st April 2026 

A copy of the minutes had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Shears proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Walker and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 
	
15.	Issues arising from the last meeting for report only 

26.020	There were no matters arising not covered by the agenda. 

16.	To receive the Chair’s Report 

26.021	Cllr Legg noted that there were a few issues when Wessex Water started work on lining the sewer through the village, mostly due to poor signage but this has now been sorted. The workers are helpful and considerate and work long hours. It was suggested that, when they leave on a Thursday night, could the sign at Grimstone be removed as it can be quite hazardous. Cllr Haynes reported that the company responsible for the signage is not under the responsibility of Wessex Water who have no control over when the signs are put up and removed. However, she will speak to the contractors about removing signs when they are not working. 

17.	Democratic discussion period 

26.022 The path alongside the river between the pub and Ham is not wide enough to push a buggy through. The verges need cutting back. 

	The wooden fence on the Village Green is proving successful but, following rainfall, the area of the pinch point which receives the greatest footfall gets very muddy and would benefit from plastic mesh being put down to support the grass. Cllr Walker will look into installing some of the mesh in the autumn. 

	The hemlock dropwort along the ditch needs trimming again. 

	An update was requested with regard to the Sawmill. Residents have reported that they do not feel safe walking past the site, especially with their dogs. Cllr Haynes reported that the Enforcement Officer attended the site two weeks ago, at 7am, but there was no-one to be found and there were no vehicles on the site. He felt the site was a lot tidier than it had been the last time he visited. The ground is classified as commercial use. If people have an issue regarding dogs, it should be reported to the Dog Warden. 

18.	Unitary Councillor’s Report 

26.023	Cllr Haynes reported that changes to the ward boundaries are to be discussed at the next Full Council meeting in May. Sydling is likely to be incorporated with Maiden Newton and Cattistock and parishes from North Dorset are likely to be added to the Chalk Valleys Ward, but this has yet to be decided.  

	A constituent has written to Cllr Haynes querying the second home rates premium saying they understood it would reduce their council tax. However, the additional revenue has been used to support the Adult Social care budget. Upon investigation, Cllr Haynes noted that the original agreement suggested 40% of the increased revenue was to be spent on social housing with some of the remaining revenue to go towards policing and the fire services. This is to be discussed at Full Council. 

19.	To consider the Statement of Reasonable Expectations 

26.024	In principle members have no objection and will support the motion at the DAPTC AGM.

20.	Finance 

26.025	To agree retrospective and current payment approvals for April and May 2026 

	The following payments were requested:

	A Crocker		April 2026 salary + expenses		BACS050	222.85
	Sydling Village Hall	Hall hire 9th March 			BACS051	  12.00
	HMRC			April 2026 PAYE			BACS052	  50.60
	Hugo Fox		Web hosting 14.04 to 17.05.26			  11.99
	Alun Banks		Fuel for mower			BACS053	  63.86
	ABA Groundcare	Mower service				BACS054	201.34
	Hugo Fox		Email hosting 28.04 to 26.05.26			  20.99
	DAPTC		Annual subscription			BACS055	264.44
	HMRC			May 2026 PAYE			BACS056	  50.80
	A Crocker		May 2026 salary + expenses		BACS057	223.48

	The total requested from the Precept is £1,122.35

	Cllr Newman proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Tucker and agreed unanimously.

26.026	To agree the bank reconciliation and position against budget as at 30th April 2026 

	A copy of the reports had been issued with the agenda. Both were noted. 
	
26.027	To agree a donation to the Chalk Stream Drivers service 

	Cllr Tucker proposed that a donation of £125 is made. This was seconded by Cllr Walker and agreed unanimously. 

21.	To receive reports on the following matters in the parish  

26.028	Planning applications 

(i) P/TRC/2026/01355	1 Church Hill View – Various tree works

	No objections were raised. 

(ii) P/TRC/2026/01744	21 Three Acres – Works to Cypress trees 

	No objections were raised.

(iii) P/LBC/2026/02187	29 High Street – Internal alterations to ground and first floor
	
It was noted that all works take place on the current footprint and will not be visible from the outside. No objections were raised.

(iv) P/HOU/2026/01137	17 High Street – Increase width and depth of existing rear extension, alter part of the rear roofscape and install new additional glazing
	
It was noted that the proposal seeks to increase the size of an existing extension to the rear of the property. There will be nothing visible from the front although the amended extension will be visible from the path. No objections were raised. 

26.029	Play Park 

	Cllr Legg has checked the play park and all looks to be okay.

26.030	Footpaths 

	No issues to date. 




26.031	Police, Traffic and Roads 

	Fingerposts – The church lane post is back in place. The one by the church has been recovered ready for repair. 

	Cllr Gower has spoken to the signpost people at Dorset Highways, and they will put the Chapel Cross post in place on the week of 25th May. It was noted that it may be prudent to delay the installation as the large lorries working for the sewerage relining tend to use this area to reverse.  Postponing the installation may prevent the post being damaged.  

	The style at the bottom of Coach Road is unstable. Cllr Gower raised the possibility of putting kissing gates in or something more user friendly. However, any changes would need to be discussed with the landowner. Costs for such gates range from £350 to £650. Cllr Gower will speak to the landowner in the first instance. 
	
26.032	Tree update 

	Nothing to report.

26.033	Flooding 

	Cllr Walker will speak to the landowner regarding some of the willow alongside the river which needs to be cut back. There are no other problems with the river at the moment. 

	It was noted that if we allow the river to dry up naturally, the wildlife should move on. If something is put in place that prevents the river flowing naturally and causes it to dry out too quickly, this is when the wildlife could get stuck in place and get into difficulties. The Environment Agency have stated that the river should be allowed to dry up naturally. 

22.	Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

26.034	None.

23.	Items for the next meeting 

26.035	If anyone has any points they would like raised at the next meeting or added to the agenda, please contact the Clerk by the 1st July.

24.	To agree the date of the next meeting 

26.036	Monday 13th July 2026



There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.30  hrs. 
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Signed:…………………………………………………
