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SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council held on 6th September 2021 at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall 

Members Present:

Councillors C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman), G Durack, S Durack, M Hole, A Newman, D Tucker, Unitary Councillor J Haynes.

Members of the Public:   One


1.	Apologies for absence

None

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

None

3.	Minutes of previous meeting 6th July 2021

These were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

4.	Issues arising from the last meeting

Cllr J Haynes advised that the ‘asset transfer scheme’ to transfer land assets from Dorset Council to Parish Councils does not include Highway verges. This scheme really only applies to areas such as underdeveloped land holdings which may be of community value. Cllr Haynes confirmed that the verges in Sydling village are all owned by Dorset Council. 

5.	Update from the Chairman

None.

6.	Democratic discussion period

There were no issues raised. 

7.  To receive reports from the Unitary Councilor

Cllr Haynes raised two issues:

· verge cutting this year, involving a new contractor, had been of very poor quality: parts of the highway had been missed and the cut was not very deep. This would be reported to the Community Highways Officer. It was noted that hedgerows where overgrown are actually the responsibility of the landowner. 

· there is a concern, raised by the DAPTC, that Parish Councils are not sufficiently involved in Dorset Council activities. Parish Councils tend to be focused on local issues centered around road problems, dog waste and planning issues. There is a concern that too much irrelevant information is being sent out that is of little interest to the parishes. It was noted that in July 2021, one parish had been sent 39 communications by Dorset Council. There is a plan for a ‘Community Webpage’ which may provide a better communication channel.

8. To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals 

The Clerk advised that the financial position was modest with the bank account standing at £6,096.47, and the general reserve at £ 2,626.40. The invoice for the legal work in relation to the Poor Lots lease had still not yet been received. 

i) The following retrospective expenses were approved:

	DATE
	Name
	Method
	 Amount 
	Reason

	05/07/2021
	Trevor Jameson
	BACS
	 £    23.94 
	Petrol mower

	12/07/2021
	HMRC - PAYE
	BACS
	 £  132.80 
	PAYE

	26/07/2021
	David Green
	BACS
	 £    35.65 
	Expenses

	30/07/2021
	David Green
	SO
	 £  189.28 
	PAY July 2021

	16/08/2021
	Elite Playground Inspections
	BACS
	 £    90.00 
	Repair - Zip wire

	17/08/2021
	Mike Hole 
	BACS
	 £    22.57 
	Repair - post

	20/08/2021
	Sydling Village Hall
	BACS
	 £    11.00 
	Hall Hire

	20/08/2021
	Alun Banks
	BACS
	 £    21.50 
	Petrol mower

	20/08/2021
	Trevor Jameson
	BACS
	 £    58.13 
	Petrol mower

	31/08/2021
	David Green
	SO
	 £  189.28 
	PAY August 2021



9. New Code of Conduct to consider

The Clerk explained that the new Code of Conduct, adopted by Dorset Council, provides greater detail in relation to councillors’ roles and responsibilities. The new Code includes clarity in relation to standards of behaviour, including that of the public with whom Councils engage and includes a requirement for unacceptable treatment to be reported to the Monitoring Officer. The Council unanimously agreed to adopt the new Code forthwith. 

10. Grass Cutting & Path widening

Cllr G Durack has had a meeting with Dorset Rangers who have agreed to commence cutting the grass along paths by the stream on a twice-yearly basis. The path will be will temporarily closed for a short period whilst this work is on-going. Dorset Council Highways will shortly deal with the widening of the path from Ham Farm to Trout Cottage.

11. To receive a report on the following matters in the parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:

Play Park

Cllr G Durack advised that the zip wire had required cable tightening but a further repair is now required due to a sheared off bolt. It was agreed that this should proceed without delay.  The question was raised in relation to the long-term future of the zip wire and consideration would need to be given to funding a replacement. 

Footpaths

Cllr Tucker advised that a path to Cerne Abbas would need clearing. All damaged gates had been reported, though none had been repaired. 

Highways

Cllr S Durack reported that:

· 4 potholes had been repaired between July and August
· the damaged grit bin had been re-reported several times and is awaiting an assessment
· a large pothole in Back Lane has been filled 
· a road sweep to clear loose chippings in East Street has been carried out
· the congestion problem at 33/35 High Street has been assessed by the Community Highways Officer but did not ‘score’ highly enough for any further action, although residents have been requested to cut back overhanging vegetation at this location to improve access

Trees

Cllr S Durack reported that:

· some trees along Dorchester Road showing signs of ash die-back will be dealt with by a tree surgeon appointed by the landowner 

· trees on the Village Green have been crown lifted following approval from Dorset Council to eliminate any danger when events on the Village Green are taking place. A walnut tree on the Village Green requires a crown and side lift

· ivy banding at the Play Park and the Spinney will take place in late September under the tree maintenance programme.

· overhanging branches of a chestnut tree at the Play Park have been removed.

Cllr Hole noted that a willow on the road to Magiston was of concern having been caught by a lorry. The landowner would be advised concerning this. 

Flooding

Cllr G Durack reported that Flood Risk Engineer had investigated the riparian responsibilities in relation to the steam adjacent to the Spinney. It seemed that title to this section is not formally registered with Land Registry but it was in the ownership of St Mary’s College Winchester. The Parish Council, having acquired the land assets of the College, therefore has riparian responsibilities to the halfway point of the stream: these being shared with No 6 East Street.

Cllr Durack noted that a ‘Stream Womble’ in planned for October by the Environment Agency and this may clear a lot of debris.

Cllr Durack had received a report that there were problems arising from residents depositing vegetation in the stream. Residents would be reminded via the Chalkstream magazine of their (and their contractors) responsibility not to dispose of material in this way. Cllr Durack and Cllr Hole would deal with an old rusted trap causing an obstruction. 



12. Items for Next meeting

· Budget planning for 2022/2023
· 5-a-side goals for the Village Green

13. Date of next meeting	

It was agreed that the next meeting, would be held on Monday 1st November 2021 at 7.00 p.m. at the Village Hall, although the situation would be kept under review as necessary. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 19:55 hours.




Signed                                                                Chairman                  Date

