SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 1ST APRIL 2026 AT SYDLING ST NICHOLAS VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7PM

Present:	Cllrs S Shears, A Newman, G Walker, P Gower

Chair:		Cllr C Legg

Clerk:		Mrs A Crocker 

Also present:	17 members of the public and Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes

1,	Apologies for absence 

27.01	Apologies had been received from Cllr D Tucker.

2.	Declarations of pecuniary interests 

27.02	No declarations of interest were made. 

3.	To consider planning application 

27.03	WD/D/19/002710	Land at the George Albert Hotel & Southern  Counties Leisure 
	Change of use of the land and erection of holiday lodges and staff accommodation units, 	together with installation of infrastructure to form a 5* exclusive Holiday Lodge Park 	in lieu of the current land use of motor racing circuit, shooting ground and static caravan 	park.

Cllr Shears gave a brief presentation of the current situation and the proposal. The planning application has been in process for seven years and the application began as 313 units and has reduced to 226 chalets. At this point, Dorset Council find the application acceptable. Highways have also confirmed that they are happy with it due to the locality of the A37. 

The lead authorities have no objections to the proposal. Neighbouring parishes do object, as do the public who have responded. 

Recent objections have included the loss of dark skies and the loss of a leading go kart track. 

Members of the public:

The original version had a lot of static caravans, this one has more chalets. 

Cllr Haynes felt that the existing motor track has the most affect on Sydling from both noise and the fact that those visiting the site do use the local amenities. There is some concern regarding light pollution. There is no mention of replacement of the chalets. Normally, with static caravans, they need to be replaced every 20 years or so. How is it intended that the site is kept as a 5* site. There may be increased traffic but probably no more than on a go kart weekend. The advantage to this is that they are trying to encourage tourism away from the coast. 

Has the fire station been consulted if they are putting in 226 wooden chalets. 

How can the local area benefit from this. There will be no CIL payment as this is not permanent housing. Would it be possible to ask for some benefit such as an improved spa or swimming pool. 

It is intended that there will be staff on site and there will be two permanent buildings on site to accommodate them. 

There may be job opportunities for a development this size. 

Parish Council discussion:

No issue with additional traffic. The lane to Batcombe needs to be closed to site traffic and to the early stages of development. The lane is fast and there have been a number of accidents where it joins the A37.

Employment for the area would be welcome. 

The site is not on our sewage network so will have no impact on the parish. Nor is it likely to affect the stream.

The existing hotel has reported that they have difficulty getting staff as there is no local public transport. Would it be possible to have a local service. 

The environmental mitigation seems very small – bat boxes, etc. the light pollution has not been properly addressed. More needs to be done in this area. 

Support with caveats in terms of light pollution, more environmental measures to be included as the current one is not very prescriptive. 

Back lanes to be closed immediately.

Fire station is about to close – what additional levels of security will be put in place for a wooden estate. With the potential loss of the Maiden Newton fire station, there is an increased concern regarding road safety as well as a potential fire hazard. 

Support with conditions. 

Meeting closed 19:48






















Response to planning application WD/D/19/002710 – Land at the George Albert Hotel and Southern Counties Leisure, Long Ash Lane, Wardon Hill, DT2 9PW


The Parish Council conditionally supports this proposal.  The conditions are:

Road Safety. Any additional traffic is not likely to overly exceed that which turns up weekly for the go kart events. However, the exits on to the Batcombe Lane need to be closed as soon as work commences. The junction with the A37 is notoriously bad and there have been several accidents, some fatal, in recent years, on that particular junction. All traffic, including construction and subsequent holiday traffic should use the existing main entrance.

Maiden Newton Fire Station Closure The issue of the potential closure of the local fire station raises additional concerns. The proposal is for 226 wooden chalets. This could mean an additional 500 people in the vicinity and, potentially, 226 additional vehicles exiting onto the main A37. This leads to an increased concern regarding road safety as well as the potential fire hazard. Our support is  conditional upon the Maiden Newton Fire Station remaining open

Transport for Staff. We welcome the prospect of additional jobs in the local area. However, we are aware that the existing businesses – the hotel and the Emporium – struggle to keep staff as there is no local public transport. The Resort Company needs provide transport to collect workers from the local vicinity.

Environmental issues:  These are our biggest concerns and there is too little provision or detail in the planning application:

Light pollution is likely to be excessive at the site which is located on the fourth highest point in Dorset and hence will be visible for miles around. The application does not give any indication of subdued lighting, downward only lighting or restriction on light levels/timing. There is a local bat population, despite it being quite small, and the level of light that could be emitted from 226 chalets would cause them considerable disruption. It would also go against the Dorset Council Dark Skies Policy and could well be seen for miles. The scheme must comply with the Dark Skies Policy and strict light pollution measures must be a condition of any planning approval to ensure that local wildlife is not impacted.

The environmental mitigation is ineffective – 3 bat boxes, 3 house martin cups and 8 dormice boxes over a site of 18.6hectares which, at this point, is largely rural. The environmental mitigation needs to be increased significantly.


Go Karts: The potential loss of a valuable UK motor racing facility is regretted, and support should be given to that community for the loss of the amenity.  



