SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 10th NOVEMBER 2025 AT SYDLING ST NICHOLAS VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7PM

Present:	Cllrs S Shears, A Newman, J Dobbs, D Tucker, P Gower, G Walker

Chair:		Cllr C Legg

Clerk:		Mrs A Crocker

Also present:  Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes

1.	 To accept apologies for absence

25.75	All members were present.


2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

25.76	No interests were declared at this stage and no requests for dispensations had been received. 

3.	To approve the minutes of the meetings held on Monday 8th September 2025 

25.77	A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members. Cllr Shears proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Walker and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.

4.	Matters arising from the minutes – for report only 

25.78	No matters arising not covered by the agenda.

5.	Chairman’s Report 

25.79	The bus shelter is becoming a bit of jumble with toys, books, plants, etc. and there is nowhere for the children to sit when they are waiting for the school bus. It was suggested that no magazines should be left as they are mounting up and are getting damp. Discussion took place about moving the books to the telephone kiosk but it was felt that they would be less likely to go if they were moved however, the jigsaws and board games could be moved. It might be worthwhile putting a bookcase at one end of the shelter and limiting the number of books to the amount that will fit on the shelves. A request will be put on the Informer asking if anyone has some shelves they no longer want and that might be suitable. 

6.	Democratic Period 

25.80	No members of the public present. 

7.	Dorset Councillor’s Report 

25.81	A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Haynes highlighted the need to know who is present in the community should there be an incident of bad weather or another emergency of some kind. As a village, residents are very good at looking out for their neighbours in general but this is something that should be borne in mind as we come into the winter. 
	 
8.	Finance 

25.82	To agree retrospective and current payments 

	The following payments were requested:
	
	Lloyds				Account charges 10.08 to 09.09.25			    4.25
	Hugo Fox			Email hosting September 2025			  20.99
	HMRC				October 2025 PAYE			BACS026	  50.60
	A Crocker			October 2025 salary			BACS027	241.41
	Sydling Village Hall		September hall hire			BACS028	  12.00
	Sydling Village Hall		Refund overpayment of donation	BACS029	341.67
	A Banks			Mower fuel				BACS030	  28.85
	Hugo Fox			Web hosting October 2025				  11.99
	Hugo Fox			Email hosting October 2025				  20.99
	A Crocker			November 2025 salary		BACS031	237.25
	HMRC				November 2025 PAYE		BACS032	  50.80

	Total amount requested from the Precept: £1,020.80.

	Cllr Legg proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Tucker and agreed unanimously.

25.83	To approve the bank reconciliation and position against budget 

	Copies of both reports had been issued with the agenda. Both were accepted and approved. 

25.84	To consider the budget for 2026/27 

	A draft proposal had been issued with the agenda. Discussion took place and some figures amended. The spreadsheet will be reissued to members and brought back to the January meeting. It was felt that an increase in the region of 12% would be acceptable.

9.	To receive an update on the .gov.uk email addresses

25.85	All members are now registered with the .gov.uk email address. The new email contacts will be included in the next report to the Village Informer and put on the notice board. 

10.	To receive reports on the following matters and to agree any action necessary

25.86	Planning 
	
	P/VOL/2025/06268	2 East Street – Installation of flood resilience measures (with variation of condition 2 of listed building consent P/LBC/2024/04551 to amended approved door design).

	Cllr Shears reviewed the application and recommended it is supported. This was unanimously agreed. 

25.87	Play Park 

	To consider the purchase of new play park equipment  - The Huck Nets design had been issued to all members. Although the piece of equipment shown is now no longer available, other pieces may become available in due course. Cllr Walker was asked speak to his contact and see if they have anything available that will cost in the region of £8-£10,000 installed. The Clerk will proceed with an application for funding based on that figure. 

	Cllr Newman reported that the gate and fence to the play area need to be repaired and painted. 

25.88	Footpaths 

To consider the finger post repairs and agree costings – Cllr Gower met with Roger Bond of the Dorset Fingerpost Restorers, who subsequently submitted a quote of £2,046 to replace the fingerpost at the crossroads. Some grant money would be available but would leave a balance of £1.300 for the Parish Council to cover. Cllr Gower suggested that members could organise putting the post in to ensure it is sufficiently deep to prevent any future damage. The Restorers are keen to get the community involved and Mr Bond has offered to invite people to his workshop and be involved with the letter making, etc. Any such involvement would reduce the overall cost.

The fingerpost at the ford also needs replacing. 

20.16	Cllr Tucker left the meeting. 

	The work on the ford post would cost £918 which would include cutting back the hedge. 

After some discussion, it was felt that repairs to the ford fingerpost could be delayed for the time being. Although no longer completely relevant the posts do represent a link with the past and should be maintained. 

Cllr Gower is also looking at the way markers through the village but it is a time-consuming job. He will produce a list highlighting all those that need repairs in due course. 

It was agreed that the fingerpost in the village should be a priority. An amended quote will be obtained to allow for residents to undertake some of work. ACTION: CLLR GOWER


25.89	Police, Traffic and Rights of Way 

A copy of the most recent Police report had been issued with the agenda. 

25.90	Trees 

	The Treework in the play area and on the green will take place in early December. 
	 
25.91	Flooding 

Cllr Walker reported that the Environment Agency have left some useful pamphlets for handing out. He will include contact details should anyone have any concerns and these will be issued before Christmas. ACTION: CLLR WALKER


Cllr Legg is currently holding over 100 sand bags at the Dairy. It had been suggested that some be moved to a more central location near the Village Hall. This will be raised with the Village Hall Committee by Cllr Legg. ACTION: CLLR LEGG


A policy will be created in terms of management of water through the village. This largely means leaving the water to act naturally rather than artificially creating dams, etc. The situation will be monitored throughout this winter. Something could be put on Informer asking for dog walkers, etc. to keep an eye on the grates and keep them clear of leaves and rubbish. 

11.	Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

25.92	A letter had been received from a resident who felt that there was no need to put a fence up on the green, it is the speed that should be reduced. They would prefer to see the speed limit reduced to 20mph throughout the village. The letter was noted.  

12.	To consider the Bring Your Own Device Policy 

25.93	A draft of the policy had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Dobb proposed the policy is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Legg and agreed unanimously. 

13.	Items for the next meeting 

25.94	 	- Budget
		- Play area
		- Fingerposts
		- Flooding
		- Telephone kiosk – book case for bus shelter 

14.	Date of the next meeting 

25.95	The next meeting will be held on Monday 12th January 2025.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:00hrs.
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Signed: ………………………………………….		Dated: ………………………………………
