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Minutes of the Meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council held on 4th May 2020 by Zoom conferencing. 

This meeting was held under the terms of the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020.                                                                             

Members Present: 

Councillors:

C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman), G Durack, S Durack, M Hole, A Newman, D Tucker 

Members of the Public: None

1.	Apologies for absence

None 

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

Cllr Newman re planning application 7 Church Hill View

3.	Minutes of previous meeting2nd March 2020

These were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

4.	Issues arising from the last meeting

Covered by the minutes below. The Clerk has obtained the laptop which is working effectively.

5.	Update from the Chairman

The Chairman praised the outstanding success of the Sydling Support Network during the Covid-19 crisis. The network now has over 70 helpers and although the initial demand has tailed off, the network is still providing a valuable service in collecting and delivering prescriptions. The Chairman also commented that the Network has also brought new people from the village into community activities. Fundraising by villagers had also successfully raised £3,000 for Dorchester Hospital.

6.	Democratic discussion period

There were no questions arising.

7.	To receive reports from the County & District Councilors

A written report had been received prior to the meeting

8.To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals

I) The Clerk reported that the financial position was healthyat 30/04/2020, with the bank balance standing at £ 8.822.24; the precept and VAT Repayment having been received. The general reserve stands at £ 4,367.50.
II) The Clerk reported that online bank payments have now been set-up. The Clerk will obtain authorization from the Chairman for any necessary expenditures and send a copy of the bank statement to the Chairman post payment

iii) The following retrospective expenses were approved:

	DATE
	Item
	Reason
	Ref
	Amount

	05/03/2020
	Ebuyer 
	Laptop
	DEBIT
	£    429.99

	20/03/2020
	We do Allsorts Limited
	Spinney Wall
	711
	£ 1,130.04

	23/03/2020
	Sydling Village Hall Covid-19 loan
	Loan
	712
	£    500.00

	31/03/2020
	David Green
	Pay
	SO
	£    189.22

	09/04/2020
	HMRC – PAYE
	PAYE
	DEBIT
	£    126.80

	09/04/2020
	Dorset Waste Partnership
	Bin fee
	DEBIT
	£    265.20

	15/04/2020
	Mike Hole
	Mower
	713
	£   316.11

	24/04/2020
	Spanglefish
	Adblocker
	714
	£     29.95

	15/04/2020
	Elite Playground Inspections
	Qtly fee
	715
	£     48.00

	30/04/2020
	David Green
	Pay
	SO
	£   189.22

	30/04/2020
	Trevor Jameson
	Petrol
	BACS
	£  46.82



iv)       The following expenditures were approved:
	To whom
	Reason
	Amount 

	David Green
	Expenses – laptop set up fee to Stur Computers
	£  40.00

	Came & Co
	Insurance renewal
	£ 407.95



The matter of the honorarium for Clare Birch was discussed and will be decided at the next meeting.

v) The Annual Return for 2019-2020 was agreed following conclusion of the Internal Audit.
9.	To receive a report on the following matters in the parish and to agree action in response to any 	proposals:

Planning

Application WD/D/20/000572 7 CHURCH HILL VIEW, SYDLING ST NICHOLAS, DORCHESTER, DT2 9SY for single story extension to front of property for cloakroom and lobby was considered. There were no objections to this proposal which mirrors the extension to the adjoining semi-detached house.

Play Park
Cllr G Durack reported that the Play park had been closed under Covid-19 lockdown and an inspection report had been received which mentioned the known issues. Trevor Jameson had reported that the matting under the swings was in a poor condition. The Chairman advised that he would be removing the concrete ‘lump’ in the play area now that the weather is drying up. 

Footpaths
The Clerk had reported the flooded bridleway at the Coach Road to Dorset Rangers.There were no other issues arising.

Highways
Cllr Durack advised that potholes in Dorchester Road holes had been filled; there were others at Sunnyside Lane that are being monitored although repairs will not be made until Covid-19 is over.

Trees
Cllr S Durackreported that two trees on the Village Green require some crown work but she is waiting for full leaf to develop in order to gauge the correct height for trimming.

The Spinney 
The flint wall at the Spinney had been replaced with a fence and the area looks tidier.

Flooding
 Cllr G Durack advised that a meeting with Flood Risk managers scheduled for 2nd April will be re-arranged. The blocked pipe at Chapel Cross bridge will be cleared soon. Cllr Newman commented that the weed on the stream outside Ham Farm needs clearing although the Chairman reminded the Council that only 1/3 of the width of the steam is ever cleared and the weed would usually be left on the side.  

10. Items for Next meeting

Review honorarium for Clare Birch

11. Date of next meeting(s)	

It was agreed that the next meeting would be on Monday 6th July 2020 at 7.00 p.m. by Zoom conferencing

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 19:25hours.


Signed                                                                Chairman                  Date

