

SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on 03rd December 20182018 at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall

Members Present: 

Councillors:

C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman), A Newman, D Tucker, M Hole, S Elson, G Durack

Cllr Jill Haynes (DCC)

Members of the Public: none

1.	Apologies for absence

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests
None were declared.

3.	Minutes of previous meeting01 October2018
These were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

4.	Issues arising from the last meeting

5.	Update from the Chairman

The Chairman reported that the hedges on Dorchester Road had been cut back hard; Cllr Haynes reported that there were still overhanging branches in places. Cllr Hole said that he would attend to this

The Chairman introduced the new Clerk David Green, and thanked Wayne Lewin for all his help over the years.

6.	Democratic discussion period

There were no members of the public present.

7.	To receive reports from the County & District Councillors

Cllr Haynes spoke on the latest developments on LGR. She has been involved in the interview process for directorial posts in the new administration. The caliber of candidates had been very high and many had expressed enthusiasm about the potential for building a new team, even if this involved taking a pay cut. Cllr Haynes reported that the salaries on offer reflected the necessity for new directors to manage very large departmental budgets. Cllr Haynes explained that is was very important to recognisethat the new council could not just drop into existing council structures, and that cultural change was required. The Shadow Authority will continue working from the end of March until after the council elections in early May. Cllr Haynes reported that DCC had been granted some £6 million to continue with its roads improvement program; £1.9 million had been granted for adult social care. Cllr Haynes reported the outcome of the ASCOF Survey (Adult Social Care Outcomes Framework) which provided indicators as to how well DCC was doing. Dorset was apparently top out of 150 authorities in the UK, with high scores in relation to quality of care, making people feel safe and keeping connections with friends & family while getting care, and was also better in 17 areas than last years, though information & advice services required some improvement.


8.	To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals

The Clerk reported that the financial position was healthy, the general reserve standing at £ 8,166.49.

The following payments were authorized and approved for payment:

	Ref 
	 Chq value  
	Supplier
	Reason

	
	
	
	

	666
	 £         48.00 
	Elite Playground Inspections
	October Play area inspection

	667
	 £         19.25 
	Sydling Village Hall
	Hall Hire

	668
	 £         23.22 
	Trevor Jameson
	Petrol for Mower

	669
	 £         20.42 
	Alun Banks
	Petrol for Mower




9.	To receive a report on the following matters in the parish and to agree action in response to any 	proposals:

Planning

WD/D/18/002469 13 HIGH STREET, SYDLING ST NICHOLAS, DORCHESTER, DT2 9PB– concerns the demolition of single storey rear extension and erection of two storey extension and single storey conservatory. Proposed internal and external alterations. (Listed Building Consent).

There were no objections in relation to this proposal.

Footpaths

Cllr Tucker reported that the stile near Waterfall Cottage is rickety. The Chairman will speak to the tenant Dan regarding this. The encroachment of grass onto the footpath adjacent to the stream was reported by Cllr Durack.

Highways

Cllr Newman reported the hill towards the A37 had been swept, but that there is still long-standing edge deterioration on the road, although warning signs are in place. 

Play Park

Cllr Elson made her report under item 16 below

Flooding

Cllr Durack reported that there were no real problems, drains were working well. The Chairman asked Cllr Durack if he could check the middle ditch drains at Marrs Cross, as they are prone to silting up.

Trees

Cllr Elson provided her tree condition: 
Tree No2 399404 Norway Maple - Has a large split and root buttressing
Tree No. 13 399448 Horse Chestnut - lower Branch rotting, at base risk of falls to children climbing tree.

Village Green
Tree No 7 399224 Common Walnut - lower Branch being strangled by old rope swing. Branch showing signs of rot at base
Tree No 8 399228 Ash - crown imbalanced due to over over-crowding. Dead branches. Danger to public and vehicles.
Cllr Elson advised that that her opinion is that these trees need to be surveyed by a qualified arborist, in the interest of Public safety and works may need to take place to limit risk, particularly in the Play Park.

10.	Village Furniture

Cllr Newman reported in relation to the state of the bench seats at the village green and produced photographs of their condition. One bench seat provided by Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council is in relatively good condition. Another, Mr.Bryant’s bench is part decayed and not secure, and another is in poor condition. Cllr Legg commented that the decision has to be taken as to what to do with donated benches in the long run. It was resolved that The Chairman would contact the family of Mr. Bryant with a view to asking them to repair the bench, and the other bench in very poor condition should be removed when necessary.  Cllr Elson reported that a children’s bench in the play park may be in poor condition, and suggested a recycled plastic replacement. Cllr Elson would obtain further information regarding this possibility.

11. New Notice Board

The Clerk reported that his predecessor had identified the availability of a suitable notice board and header board from the Parish Notice Board Company. The board cost is £ 305 plus VAT and the header board £ 35 plus VAT. The board is aluminum and will require magnets to hold information in place; it was considered that the board would be of the right size for the installation inside the bus shelter. It was resolved that the Clerk should be instructed to order the board, to be delivered to the Chairman, and it will be fitted by the Council.

12. Honorarium Payments

The Council discussed the general principal of making honorarium payments, currently there is one only to Clare who cleansthe bus shelter. The view was expressed that some alternative recognition of contribution to the village should bemade to the mower team and those providing the use of tools. The Chairmansaid he would deal with this matter personally.

13. Precept 2019/2020

It was proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Cllr Tucker that the precept not be raised for next year. There may be additional funding from the marathon activity in the summer and the budgeted cost of elections £500 may not in fact materialize. It was agreed by a majority not to raise the precept.

14. Payment of miscellaneous expenses

The Clerk said that the incurring of expenses by councilors on behalf of the Council should be minimized; a solution would be to transfer to an online banking facility (view only) together with a debit card for useby the Clerk. Small payments up to £ 300 could be authorised by the Council and paid by debit card. 



15. Online banking & Debit Card consideration

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Clerk pointed out that the ‘two cheque’ rule which generally applied to the payment of bills by parish councils had been repealed 4 years ago, and all that is required now are strict internal controls to validate the expenditure. It was resolved that the Clerk will seek to transfer to an online banking facility (read access only) and request a debit card.The Chairman pointed out that moving to bi-monthly meetings may make settling bills difficult given normal 30-day payment terms, and a debit card facility could assist this position.

16.Replacement of zip wire components and parts

Cllr Elson report that she had obtained a revised quote from Steven Day (Elite playground Inspections) of £ 705.24, this now included the cost of parts as well as labour; in addition, Cllr Elson had received a quote of £995 from Southern Playground Services; Huck Nets had not provided a quote when asked and Cllr Elson noted a price on Huck Nets website for replacement of a whole zip wire of £3,805. It was unanimously agreed to asked Steven Day to proceed with replacing the wire & seat parts. Cllr Elson to organize this. 

17. Road Closure Consultation

This relates to a temporary closure on 2nd January 2019. There were no objections to this.

18.	Dog Waste Posters

It was agreed that this is an interesting idea and should be considered further. Cllr Elson will bring the information regarding this scheme to the next meeting

19. Appointment of new Parish Clerk a responsible Finance Officer. 

David Green was formally appointed as new Parish Clerk and RFO. A contract of employment was signed bythe Chairman on behalf of the Council. The Council agreed that the Clerk should be paid on a monthly basis by standing order. The Clerk will arrange for this to be implemented.

It was unanimously agreed that meeting minutes would be copied to the editor of the Chalk Stream magazine henceforth.

20. Items for Next meeting

Grit Bin at the top of the hill reported as holed
Fingerposts at the Watersplash & near Frampton

21. Date of next meeting(s)	

It was agreed that the next meeting would be on Monday 4th February 2019 at 7.00 p.m. in Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:35 hours.
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