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Minutes of the Meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council held on 3rd May 2021 by Zoom conferencing. 

This meeting was held under the terms of the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020.                                                                             

Members Present: 

Councillors:

C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman), G Durack, S Durack, M Hole, A Newman, D Tucker; 

Members of the Public:   None


1.	Apologies for absence

None 

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

None

3.	Minutes of previous meetings 1st March, 9th March and 16thMarch 2021

These were agreed as a true and accurate recordof these meetings and signed by the Chairman.

4.	Issues arising from the last meeting

Covered by the minutes below.

5.	Update from the Chairman

The Chairman confirmed that the cancellation of the Giants Head Marathon for 2021 was unavoidable given the vaccination situation and the prospect of some 2000 visitors arriving in the village. 

The Chairman had received a request from the Sydling Support Network for the balance of the funds loaned to the network to assist with the Covid-19 situation to be retained and to be used for a post lock-down party.

The Chairman felt that a more appropriate response would be for the balance of the funds to be returned to the Parish Council before any further distribution could be considered. The Council unanimously AGREED with this decision. The Clerk will ask for the return of funds. 

6.	Democratic discussion period

There were no issues raised. 

7.  To receive reports from the Unitary Councilor

A written report from the Unitary Councillor had been received and circulated in advance. 

8.

There were no new planning applications to consider.The Chairman noted that the Cutlers Close application had been refused by Dorset planners. 

9.To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals 

The Clerk advisedthat the precept and the VAT Repayment had been received. The financial position was relatively good with the bank account standing at £7,361.66, andthe general reserve standing at
£ 3,881.59, although the invoice for the Poor Lots lease has not yet been received.

i) The following retrospective expenses were approved:

	DATE
	Payee
	 Amount 
	Reason

	01/03/2021
	David Green
	 £      189.28 
	Pay Feb 2021

	17/03/2021
	Elite Playground Inspections
	 £        90.00 
	Repairs

	23/02/2021
	TDP Limited
	 £      569.60 
	New seat

	30/03/2021
	David Green
	 £      189.28 
	Pay March 2021

	06/04/2021
	Elite Playground Inspections
	 £        48.00 
	Inspection

	06/04/2021
	Plexus Media Limited 
	 £        29.95 
	Website

	06/04/2021
	Graham Durack 
	 £        25.00 
	PP cleaning

	06/04/2021
	Hard Clean Services
	 £      500.00 
	PP cleaning

	07/04/2021
	HMRC - PAYE
	 £      133.00 
	PAYE

	08/04/2021
	Dorset Council 
	 £      273.00 
	Bin contract

	13/04/2021
	Trevor Jameson
	 £        25.23 
	Petrol

	26/04/2021
	Zoom US
	 £        14.39 
	Zoom fee

	26/04/2021
	Came & Co 
	 £      418.69 
	Insurance

	30/04/2021
	David Green
	 £      189.28 
	Pay April 2021



ii) Expenses approved:

An honorarium for Claire Birch of £ 75 for bus shelter cleaning was approved.

Clerk’s expenses of £ 16.20 were approved. 

10.To receive a report on the following matters in the parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:

Trees

Cllr S Durack confirmed that the European Larch had been felled and following requests from villagers the feasibility of re-planting of trees on the Spinney will be considered. Cllr Durack has taken advice from the Dorset Council arborist; it is noted that whilst the policy of Dorset Council is to replace two trees with every one removed, this is not binding on a parish council. Cllr Durack noted that there is very little space for planting new trees.

Cllr Durack noted that the horse chestnut in the Play Park had a bleeding canker, which could lead to the loss of branches and enquired as to whether any additional signage needed to be considered.

Play Park

Cllr G Durack advised that the Play Park was in good order with the cleaning having been completed and the new bench seat installed. The quarterly inspection report had been received and some minor repairs dealt with. 

Footpaths

Cllr Tucker advised that there no major issues reported.

Highways

Cllr S Durack advised that tenlarge potholes had been dealt with, and she was keeping her eye on some smaller ones.

Six incidents of fly tipping had been reported and all but one at the bottom of Hog Cliff Nature Reserve had been cleared. The Chairman will speak to the landowner concerned. 

Flooding

Cllr G Durackis still waiting for the re-arranged meeting with the flood engineer which he understands will now take place in the summer. 

Cllr Durack will discuss riparian responsibilities with a property owner new to the village. 

11. Correspondence

Various emails from villagers concerning the re-planting of trees at the Spinney had been noted and would be considered as noted above.

12. Items for Next meeting

Nothing specific.

13. Date of next meeting(s)	

It was agreed that the next meeting, would be held on Monday 5th July 2021 at 7.00 p.m. in the main meeting room at the Village Hall, although the situation would be kept under review as necessary. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 19:44 hours.


                                                                       

