SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 8th SEPTEMBER 2025 AT SYDLING ST NICHOLAS VILLAGE HALL, COMMENCING 7PM

Present:	Cllrs S Shears, A Newman, G Walker

Chair:		Cllr C Legg

Clerk:		Mrs A Crocker

Also present:  Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes

1.	 To accept apologies for absence

25.52	Apologies have been received from Cllrs D Tucker, J Dobbs and P Gower.

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

25.53	No interests were declared at this stage and no requests for dispensations had been received. 

3.	To approve the minutes of the meetings held on Monday 21st July 2025 

25.54	A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members. Cllr Shears proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Newman and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting.

4.	Matters arising from the minutes – for report only 

25.55	No matters arising not covered by the agenda.

5.	Chairman’s Report 

25.56	 Nothing to report.

6.	Democratic Period 

25.57	No members of the public present.  

7.	Dorset Councillor’s Report 

25.58	A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. Cllr Haynes expressed concern regarding the proposed removal of settlement boundaries and encouraged members to respond to the consultation. It would be reasonable to say that there is concern about the A35 and there is no clear plan as to how traffic could filter from the proposed new Dorchester development and link with the A37. The Plan does not take into account local need and appropriate housing, i.e. one- and two-bedroom properties for young people starting out. 

Cllr Shears said he would take Cllr Haynes’ comments on board and include them in his response to the Dorset Plan Consultation. Once the consultation period is over, a draft plan will be produced in the summer of 2026. This will be open for comments but will not go out as a consultation. The Plan will then go to the Secretary of State before December 2026. 

	 
8.	Finance 

25.59	To note the Clerk’s salary increase of 3.2% in line with the national pay agreement 

	The increase was noted. 

25.60	To agree retrospective and current payments 

	The following payments were requested:

	Lloyds Bank		Account charges 10.05.25 to 09.06.25			    4.25
	Lloyds Bank		Account charges 10.06.25 to 09.07.25			    4.25
	A Banks		Mower Fuel					BACS018	  27.21
	A Crocker		August 2025 salary + expenses		BACS019	231.16
	HMRC			August 2025 PAYE				BACS020	  49.00
	Lloyds Bank		Account charges 10.07.25 to 09.08.25			    5.17
	Sydling Village Hall	Hire charge May 2025			BACS021	  11.00
	Sydling Village Hall	Hire charge July 2025				BACS022	  11.00
	Hugo Fox		Web hosting August 2025					  11.99
	Hugo Fox		Email hosting July 2025					  20.99
	A Crocker		September 2025 salary + expenses		BACS023	244.45
	HMRC			September 2025 PAYE			BACS024	  57.20
	Hugo Fox		Email hosting August 2025					  20.99
	Peter Rabourne	Reimburse materials re play park		BACS025	229.74

	Total amount requested from the Precept: £924.15.

	Cllr Shears proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Legg  and agreed unanimously.

25.61	To approve the bank reconciliation and position against budget 

	Copies of both reports had been issued with the agenda. Both were accepted and approved. 

9.	To receive an update on the .gov.uk email addresses

25.62	All council members should be on the .gov.uk address by the end of September.

10.	To receive an update on the registering of Parish Council land

25.63	It was noted that Winchester College originally owned the play park and Spinney and gave the land to the Parish Council. Cllr Newman will contact the appropriate person and report back to the Clerk with any documentary proof that may be available.

11.	To consider a response to the DAPTC Parish Council survey 

25.64	 Members will complete the survey. 

12.	To receive reports on the following matters and to agree any action necessary

25.65	Planning 
	
	No applications at the time of the meeting. 

25.66	To consider a response to the Dorset Council Local Plan consultation 

It was agreed that members will complete a response individually rather than submitting a Parish Council response.

25.67	Play Park 

	To consider the purchase of new play park equipment  

It was generally agreed that the quotes received were too high for the budget held. Cllr Walker offered to speak to another local company to see if they would be able to help.

25.68	Footpaths 

To consider the finger post repairs and agree costings – This will be brought back to the November meeting. 

25.69	Police, Traffic and Rights of Way 

A copy of the most recent Police report had been issued with the agenda. 

25.70	Trees 

	To review the proposed tree work and consider the quote of £900 + VAT 

A copy of the AG Tree Service quote had been issued to all members with the agenda. It was unanimously agreed to accept the quote. 

25.71	Flooding 

There will be a meeting with the Environment Agency (EA) in October and guidelines will be sought as to what should be done with the river flow and who should be doing it. Cllr Walker will contact the EA Officer ahead of time to seek clarification on who should take responsibility for the work. In particular the area by Waterfall Cottage and the diversion of water down the stream. Cllr Walker will be putting notes through everyone’s doors regarding their responsibility in relation to the river. 

13.	Correspondence received since the agenda was set 

25.72	The village green fence will be put in place on Saturday. 

14.	Items for the next meeting 

25.73	 	- finger posts
		- Parish Council land
		- emails

15.	Date of the next meeting 

25.74	The next meeting will be held on Monday 10th November 2025.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 19.58hrs.
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Signed: ………………………………………….		Dated: ………………………………………
