

SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on 04th December 2017 at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall

Members Present: 

Councillors:
C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman), G Durack, M Hole, D Tucker and S Elson
J Haynes (DCC) and M Penfold (WDDC)

2 members of the public

1.	Apologies for absence
Cllr Newman sent apologises.

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests
None were declared. 

3.	Minutes of previous meeting 06th November 2017
These were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

4.	Issues arising from the last meeting
Cllr Durack signed his declaration of interest and acceptance of office.

5.	Update from the Chairman
The Chairman had nothing further to add other than that on the agenda.

6.	To receive reports from the County & District Councillors
Cllr Haynes provided a Local Government Review update. The proposal for a town unitary and a rural unitary were likely to be confirmed in Jan 18 with a view to being in place by Apr 19. She continued by saying DCC were likely to be close to on budget for FY 17/18 despite added pressures from children services and adult social care. She was happy to announce that the Dorset Waste Partnership was to achieve an under spend of about £1M and that DCC had been successful in some funding applications especially in the public health area.
Cllr Penfold mentioned that the move of the TIC in Dorchester was a success. WDDC were still clearing the back log of planning applications and that WDDC were now deemed a paperless organization. 

Cllr Haynes was questioned on the gritting of the hills between Sydling and Cerne Abbas. In short, the answer was that if the bus driver thought it dangerous to drive then an alternative route could be used.
She also confirmed that she had had no joy with Magna housing over the parking.

7.	Democratic discussion period
Disappointment was expressed at the decision on the affordable housing at Sherrins Farm. The Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council had done all it could.
A request was also made as to when super-fast broadband would be available. Cllr Haynes said she would facilitate the answer.

8.	To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals.
The Clerk briefed that although the total spend was close to the Precept, much of the outlay would come from the reserve or reclaimed in VAT. This would bring the FY spend back on budget.
The following cheques were approved for payment:

 
	Elite Playgrounds Ltd
	619
	48.00

	Wayne Lewin
	620
	206.50

	HMRC
	621
	50.00

	County Tree Services
	622
	1080.00

	Lyons Gate Gardening
	623
	50.00

	Sydling St Nicholas VH
	624
	11.00



9.	To receive a report on the following matters in the parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:

Planning		The Parish Council supported the application for an agricultural building at Marrs 			Cross.
Footpaths		Cllr Hole confirmed he would put out some more footpath and bridleway markers.
Highways		Cllr Durack wished to thank Jack Daniels from DCC for the recent site visit. DCC 				identified many pot holes that needed fixing and had duly marked them for 				repair. It was also confirmed that Hanson’s were to make good the road repairs on 			the Cerne Abbas hill after recent works.
			Cllr Newman (via email) expressed concern on the closeness of the new BT poles.
			The Clerk would contact DCC about this.
			The question was asked if DCC would install a mirror at the ford.
			The Clerk confirmed he would ask the question.
Play Park		Cllr Elson confirmed the works contacted in the play park had been completed to a 			very high standard. She continued by saying there were up to 18 volunteers to start 			some grounds maintenance and equipment cleaning in March 18.
			Next she spoke on the quote for remedial works.
			All were very happy to proceed with this action.
			She next mentioned the proposals to fix the multi play.
			All were in agreement to buy the rope bridge.
			She concluded by mentioning that a couple of local businesses were looking at 				making a donation to the play park.
Flooding		Cllr Durack mention that a Nick Collins from DCC was speaking to the DCC 				countryside team with a few removing the trees on the embankment at Sunnyside. 			He was pleased with the work carried out by the majority of the riparian owners.
[bookmark: _GoBack]			Concern was raised as to the subsidence opposite Swain Cottage attached to 				Onslow Cottage.
			Cllr Durack confirmed he would speak to the EA.
Trees			Cllr Elson confirmed the ash tree at the play park was gone as was one of the ash 			trees in the Spinney. SSE had stated they would be in next week to complete the 			works which included some hazel coppicing and reduction in a cherry tree.

10.	Update on works on the Spinney
As previously mentioned, one of the ash trees had been removed along with the cotoneaster, bramble and beech sampling. As well as this two old tree stumps had also been removed.

11.	Update on works on the Village green
The Parish Council were happy to employ the services of Countrywide Ground Services for the purpose of the reduction of the lower limbs to the trees on the Village green.
Cllr Durack met SSE to trace the electric cables under the hedge. The Parish Council were now happy to go out to tender for the removal of the hedge.


12.	Future asset management plan
It was agreed in principal to have a 3 year rolling asset management plan. This would start in 2018 with the play park and then in 2019 to the Spinney and then the village green in 2020. Any emergency work would still be authorized as and when needed.


13.	Purchase of a new mower
Cllr Hole briefed on the cost of new ride on mowers. He had been advised to hold off until Feb 18 and buy the new model which would better re sale value. He also recommended that a sealed bid system for the sale of the current mower be put in place.
It was fully agreed to request to reserve a new mower for Feb 18. The monies to be taken from the reserve. It was also agreed to the sealed bid system. Cllr Hole would write the advert.

14.	Finger post restoration
It was decided to park this item until the next financial year.

15.	Defibrillator monies
It was agreed to hold this money until the end of 2018 or until a more suitable home was found.

16.	Set 18/19 Precept
The Precept was set at £6500. The increase was predominately due to the potential ground works needed on the Parish Council assets.

17. 	Items for the next meeting
None as yet

18.	Date of next meeting	
The next meeting was confirmed as Full Council Meeting 05th February 2018

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2040 hours.
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