SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
		clerk@sydlingstnicholasparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Dear Councillor,					              		3rd March 2026

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council to be held at 7.00pm on Monday 9th March 2026 in Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall to consider the following items.
Signed
Amanda Crocker 
Clerk
07855 396073

Agenda
1. Apologies for absence

2. Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

3. Minutes of previous meeting 12th January 2026

4. Matters arising from the minutes – for report only

5. Update from the Chairman 

6. Democratic discussion period

7. Dorset Councillor report – March report attached
- Summer road closures and sewage lining works

8. Finance:
i) To agree retrospective and current payment approvals
ii) To confirm the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget
iii) To consider reserves for the year 2026/27

9. To receive reports on the following matters in the parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:
a. Planning Applications:
P/FUL/2026/00751	The Watershed, Dorchester Road – Erect first floor extension, install three roof lights and fire escape 	
b. Play Park 
· To consider the purchase of new play park equipment
c. Footpaths
· Update on finger post repairs
d. Police, Traffic and Rights of Way
· Police report attached
e. Tree update
f. Flooding

10. Maiden Newton Fire Station Closure

11. Correspondence received since the agenda was set

12. To consider the adoption of a combined IT and Bring Your Own Device Policy

13. Items for the Annual Parish Meeting and the May Parish Council Annual Meeting

14. To agree the date of next meeting: 





Item 7
Report to the parish council 2/3/2026
Cllr Jill Haynes Chalk Valleys Ward

Dear Clerks, councillors and members of the public please find below my report for February 2026.  
Dorset and Wiltshire Fire Service proposed Fire Station Closures.
The fire service for Dorset and Wiltshire is proposing to close 8 fire stations across the two counties.  The Maiden Newton Station is down for closure, and this affects much of the Chalk Valleys.  I am strongly against this closure as it would mean that replacement fire engine crews would have to come from either Dorchester, Beaminster or Sherbourne and will put additional precious minutes onto response times. At the moment this is out for consultation from 13th February to 15th May with the closures timed for later this year.  Please respond to the public survey at dwfire.org.uk.
Formal flooding Investigation
This has been a terrible wet winter breaking many records in this area.  Many have had to endure flooding, not only of land but also of properties too. Dorset Council has launched a formal section 19 investigation under the Flood and Water Management Act 2010.  Usually, these investigations are restricted to a specific site and incident, however, the unusual step has been taken for this investigation to cover the whole of the Dorset Council area.  The mater will involve all the agencies, Environment Agency, DEFERA, Wessex Water and Dorset Council.  A formal report will be published showing the findings and also showing accountability and future actions required from the partner agencies.
Potholes!!!
The very wet conditions have taken at terrible toll on our roads, and the council has struggled to keep up with the repairs.  I spoke to Corinne our highways officer who old me that the Chalk Valley ward normally has in winter some 80/90 potholes a month looking for repair but this winter it has been in excess of 500 in January and February.  The matter is made worse by the fact that there is so much water that the tarmac doesn’t stick and the repair has to be done again.  I also raised the fact that operatives come and do one or two potholes but not others in the same stretch of road which seems a bit daft to me.  The response from highways is that they have to repair category 1 potholes within 7 days of them being reported or the council is responsible for damage to vehicles. Therefor these are the repairs being done as presumably the other potholes are not on the system as being severe enough! I will be challenging this as it simply doesn’t seem value for money to me, we should allow the operatives to get on with the repairs and trust their judgement.  You may remember when we has parish maintenance units that did exactly that, but these have been removed, they need to be reinstated!
Dorset Council Area Facts and Figures
A recently published report has highlighted some interesting facts about out area.
Firstly, there is well above average satisfaction in life in general for those living here in Dorset.  People stated the beautiful countryside, access to the coast and sense of community made this a special place to live.  
In the Dorset Council area there are about 390,000 people with 31% of them over 65.  Our workforce is aging and over 44% in work in Dorset are over 50.  Over 20% of the workforce is self-employed which is high with the national average at under15%.  86% of our businesses are micro businesses employing 7 or under people. 
There are 14,800 households where no one works which equates to 13.5% of the population and which is the same as the UK average.  However, we do not have high unemployment as much of that figure is made up of retired people who are icing on a pension.
Dorset has 10 X higher than average house prices with the average cost being £340K. 70% of all properties are owner occupied. There are 23,414 units of social housing in the Dorset council area with by far the greatest unfilled demand for one bedroom properties. Unfortunately, these are not the units that housing associations seem to be interested in building at the moment but the facts do give some evidence to hopefully change their minds.






Item 8(i)
	Payments Requested - February and March 2026
	
	

	19.01.26
	Hugo Fox 22333
	Web hosting 19.01.26 to 15.02.26
	11.99

	28.01.26
	Hugo Fox 22682
	Email hosting 28.01.26 to 26.02.26
	20.99

	09.02.26
	HMRC
	February 2026 PAYE
	BACS041
	50.60

	09.02.26
	A Crocker
	February 2026 salary + expenses
	BACS042
	227.35

	15.12.25
	AG Tree Services
	Tree work in play park 
	BACS043
	1080.00

	12.01.26
	Lloyds
	Account charges 10/12/25-9/1/26
	4.25

	03.03.26
	A Crocker
	March 2026 salary + expenses
	BACS044
	219.05

	03.03.26
	HMRC
	March 2026 PAYE
	BACS045
	50.80

	
	Hugo Fox
	Web hosting
	
	11.99

	
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	
	20.99

	
	
	
	
	1698.01





Item 8(ii)
	Reconciliation of Accounts
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance b/fwd
	From 31.03.25
	
	
	10383.06

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Add:
	Income year to date
	
	
	14482.84

	
	Less:
	Expenditure to date
	
	
	7828.99

	Balance as at 03.03.26
	
	
	
	17036.91

	Funded by:
	
	
	
	

	
	Current account
	00261391
	
	17306.76
	

	
	
	
	
	
	17306.76

	Add:
	Uncleared Income
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	0.00

	Less:
	Uncleared Expenditure
	
	
	

	03.03.26
	A Crocker
	March 2026 salary + expenses
	
	219.05
	

	03.03.26
	HMRC
	March 2026 PAYE
	
	50.8
	

	
	
	
	
	
	269.85

	Balance as at 03.03.26
	
	
	
	17036.91

	
	
	
	Difference
	0.00





















	Budget Monitoring for the year ended 31st March 2026
	
	
	

	Description
	 
	2024/25 Budget
	Actual
	Balance
	
	

	Receipts
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	

	Account Interest
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	
	

	Precept
	 
	11,700.00
	11,700.00
	0.00
	
	

	Donations re play park
	 
	 
	1,029.34
	1,029.34
	
	

	CIL receipts
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	
	

	Misc income
	 
	400.00
	1,363.00
	963.00
	
	

	VAT refunded
	 
	 
	390.50
	390.50
	
	

	Total receipts
	 
	12,100.00
	14,482.84
	2,382.84
	0.00
	

	Payments
	
	 
	
	
	
	

	DAPTC Subs. + other subs
	 
	600.00
	315.50
	284.50
	
	

	Insurance
	 
	750.00
	700.09
	49.91
	
	

	Hall Hire
	 
	100.00
	57.00
	43.00
	To EMR 

	Wages - Clerk
	 
	3,200.00
	3,034.05
	165.95
	
	

	Clerk Expenses - mileage
	 
	150.00
	78.03
	71.97
	
	

	Office costs
	 
	150.00
	287.54
	(137.54)
	
	

	Bank charges
	 
	 
	34.92
	(34.92)
	
	

	Audit
	 
	75.00
	115.00
	(40.00)
	
	

	Training
	 
	150.00
	0.00
	150.00
	
	

	Environmental
	 
	2,000.00
	980.72
	1,019.28
	To EMR 

	Computer & IT
	 
	500.00
	284.79
	215.21
	
	

	Section 137
	 
	250.00
	0.00
	250.00
	
	

	Grass cutting
	 
	1,350.00
	125.21
	1,224.79
	To EMR 

	Honorarium
	 
	75.00
	75.00
	0.00
	
	

	Conservation
	 
	250.00
	240.00
	10.00
	
	

	Election 
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	
	

	Play ground
	 
	2,500.00
	1,134.41
	1,365.59
	
	

	VAT
	 
	 
	366.73
	(366.73)
	
	

	Total payments
	0.00
	12,100.00
	7,828.99
	4,271.01
	0.00
	

	Balance b/f from 31.03.25
	10,383.06
	
	
	Monies held in bank
	17,306.76

	Income to date
	14482.84
	24,865.90
	
	
	
	

	Earmarked Reserves
	
	
	
	Add:
	
	

	Lawnmower
	500.00
	
	
	Income not cleared
	

	Footpaths & Environment
	753.90
	
	
	Less:
	
	

	Playpark repairs
	1,025.33
	
	
	
	
	

	Playpark replacement
	3,701.25
	
	
	
	
	

	Defibrillator
	500.00
	
	
	
	
	

	Local Gvt Reorganisation
	592.00
	
	
	Cheques not cleared
	(269.85)

	General reserve
	3,372.00
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	10,444.48
	
	Earmarked funds
	(10,444.48)

	Expenses for current year to date
	7,828.99
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	7,828.99
	
	
	
	

	Balance available not yet committed
	6,592.43
	
	General Reserve
	6,592.43

	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.00












Item 9(d)

Dorchester West Neighbourhood Policing 
January 2026
Dear Councillors, 
Below is a breakdown of crimes and incidents that have occurred and been reported in your areas during the month of January 
N.B. Any crimes of a sensitive nature have not been included in this report, e.g. crimes of a personal nature or any crimes which may identify individuals etc
Dorchester NPT website address is: https://www.dorset.police.uk/neighbourhood-policing/dorchester/
Our Face Book Page address is: www.facebook.com/DorchesterPolice/
Our Twitter Page is: https://twitter.com/DorchesterPolice
Our Instagram Page is: https://www.instagram.com/dorchesterpolice/
Dorset Alert messaging system registration to receive messages is: https://www.dorsetalert.co.uk/pages/2451/1/Register.html
Contacting Dorset Police (non-emergency)  
Do it Online: www.dorset.police.uk/do-it-online/
CONTACT US LINK: Contact us | Dorset Police
Telephone: 101    *(Calls to the 101 non-emergency number from both landlines and mobiles are free)
Message an officer: www.dorset.police.uk/do-it-online/message-an-officer/
To report information to the police with 100% anonymity, contact the independent charity Crimestoppers online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org or call Freephone 0800 555 111
Importance of Reporting
Please can it be circulated that all suspicious activity & incidents are reported to the police.
The highlighted section at the top of this report provides the various ways this can be done.
I appreciate that people think that they don’t want to “bother” the police or “nothing will be done anyway”.  However, as I mentioned when speaking to people face to face the reports enable resources to be allocated accordingly and if nothing gets reported nothing can be done. 
Sometimes lines of enquiry are limited but all reports can be used to “build a picture” of activity in the area and the smallest report may lead to a crime being solved or prevented.
DFAA
Chesil Bank Parish Council: 
No reported crimes or incidents.
[bookmark: _Hlk115422645]Litton Cheney – Bride Valley Parish Council: 
[bookmark: _Hlk128423648]29:01 – Break to garage with an E Bike stolen by unknown persons.
Long Bredy – Bride Valley Parish Council: 
[bookmark: _Hlk123138500]No reported crimes or incidents.
DFAB
Maiden Newton Parish Council area: 
28:01 – report of ASB by Maiden Newton village shop with group walking towards Train Station. 
The Comptons, Toller + Wynford Parish Council area: 
[bookmark: _Hlk143753947][bookmark: _Hlk168041892]No reported crimes or incidents.
Toller Porcorum Parish Council area:
Rampisham area:
[bookmark: _Hlk218083817]No reported crimes or incidents.
Hooke area
No reported crimes or incidents.
DFAC
Stratton Parish Council area:
No reported crimes or incidents. 
Frampton Parish Council area:
No reported crimes or incidents.
Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council area:
[bookmark: _Hlk123153060]No reported crimes or incidents.
Frome Valley Parish Council area:
[bookmark: _Hlk213081173]No reported crimes or incidents.
Cattistock Parish Council area:
No reported crimes or incidents.
DFAD
Charminster + Charlton Down Parish Council: 
[bookmark: _Hlk154669831]12:01 – Reports of youths on Electric Bikes/Moped causing ASB in Charminster area – As the local PCSO I spoke to some residents and have been patrolling the area. Since this call Police have received no further calls of similar behaviour.
31:01 – Break to unit at Charminster Farm Industrial Estate by unknown persons.
Cerne Abbas Parish Council:
Between Sept 2025 – January 2026 – Theft from outbuilding of push bike and hedge trimmer by unknown persons in Cerne abbas area.  
Godmanstone Parish Council: 
No reported crimes or incidents.
Minterne Magna Parish Council area:
[bookmark: _Hlk213082610]30:01 – Vehicle broken into whilst parked in Minterne Magna with valuables taken by unknown persons.
Stinsford Parish Council area:
[bookmark: _Hlk136451955]No reported crimes or incidents.
Bradford Peverell Parish Council area:
[bookmark: _Hlk141707987][bookmark: _Hlk136028233]No reported crimes or incidents.
DFAE
Winterborne St Martin Parish Council:
[bookmark: _Hlk132109625]No reported crimes or incidents.
Winterborne Abbas & Steepleton Parish Council:
No reported crimes or incidents.
[bookmark: _Hlk143757228]Winterborne Monkton Parish Council area:
No reported crimes or incidents.
We do urge members of the public to keep reporting any concerns via the usual channels.
Withdrawal of 101 email address:
Improving the way, you contact us.
We receive thousands of digital contacts from residents and visitors every month and contact overall to Dorset Police has recently been reaching record levels.
It is important for us to use the best systems and processes to ensure emergency lines are kept open and non-emergency calls can be answered from those who are unable to contact us online.
We have been looking at ways to ensure we can meet the needs of our communities as quickly as possible as well as ensuring that members of the public are directed to the correct agency, such as the local authority, who may be best placed to deal with their request for service.
Following the launch of our new website in March, we have seen a huge increase in the quality of information captured on digital reports completed via our website, ensuring we are able to record crimes effectively and task officers and staff appropriately.
[bookmark: _Hlk143757347]Why are we making these changes?
We are asking members of the public to use these web forms when contacting us digitally instead of sending an email to ensure we have all the relevant information we need and can respond as efficiently as possible – meaning we get you the advice, information and help you need as soon as possible. 
Our non-emergency email was withdrawn from 5 June 2023 and digital contact should be made via our website. Alternatively, you can still contact us for non-emergency enquiries by calling 101.
What to do in an emergency
If a crime or incident is in progress or someone is in immediate danger, call 999 now.
  Emergency contacts for deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired:
 Use textphone on 18000
 British Sign Language (BSL) users please use our video relay service
 Or text 999 if you are registered with the emergency SMS service


DORCHESTER NPT LINK: Dorchester | Your area | Dorset Police | Dorset Police
CONTACT US LINK: Contact us | Dorset Police
Regards
PCSO 5410 Sarah Pilcher, Dorchester West Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team

