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SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council held on 13h May 2024at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall

Members Present:

Councillors C Legg (Chairman), G Durack, S Durack,A Newman, S Shears and D Tucker, the Clerk David Green. Unitary Councillor J Haynes.

Members of the Public:None

1. Election of Chairman

Cllr Chris Legg was proposed, seconded and unanimously appointed as Chairman and the Acceptance of Office was received.

2. Election of Vice-Chairman

Cllr Diane Tucker was proposed, seconded and unanimously appointed as Vice Chairman. 

3. Councillors Acceptance of Offices and agreement to new Code of Conduct

The Clerk received signed Acceptances of Office from all Councillors with agreement being given to a new Code of Conduct adopted with effect from 13th May 2024. 

4. Appointment of Councillors to positions of responsibility

These appointments were confirmed: 

Play Park Warden – Cllr Graham Durack 

Trees – Cllr Shell Durack 

Highways – Cllr Shell Durack 

Footpaths – Cllr Di Tucker 

Floods – Cllr Graham Durack 

Planning – Cllr Steve Shears

Website – Cllr Andy Newman

5. Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Risk Assessment

The Council unanimously AGREED to adopt amended Financial Regulations with effect from 13th May 2024, confirm existing Standing Orders and agree an amended risk assessment.

6. Approval of Certificate of Exemption, Annual Governance Statement and Statement of Accounts

The Parish Council AGREED the Certificate of Exemption, Annual Governance Statement and the Statement of Accounts. It was noted that the Parish Council remains EXEMPT from external audit. The Parish Council confirmed that there was no conflict of interest with external auditors BDO LLP

6.General Power of Competence

The Council re-affirmed adoption of the General Power of Competence following the 2024 election process. 

7. Approval of Honorarium

The Parish Council APPROVED the payment of £ 75 as an honorarium to Claire Birch for cleaning the bus shelter.

Annual Parish Meeting 

1. Chairman’s Report

Chairman Chris Legg gave his report for the year. 

The Giants Head Marathon this was another great success with around 1000 runners taking part. The Parish Council has been most grateful for the substantive donation from White Star running.  
After some deliberation the Parish Council has now acquired a new mower which will hopefully make the task easier for the mowing team for whom we thank for all their work around the village. 

There were significant planning application updates during the year.  The application for the construction of 3 dwellings and the replacement of a farm building on land near Cutlers Close went before the Planning Committee in March 2024.  The committee supported the opinion of the Parish Council that the development was unsuitable for the village given its potential impact on the character of the conservation area,  harm to the AONB, and the failure to fully address flood risks.  The committee also noted that Sydling has no Defined Development Boundary and is not a sustainable location. It is also clear that now the 5-year housing supply target has been met there is now no presumption in favour of development.

A further application concerning 15 High Street was considered by the Parish Council at a very well attended Extraordinary Meeting in February. There remains substantial public opposition to the proposal which is little different earlier schemes. The Parish Council has raised objections on the ground of overdevelopment, access problems, the potential  use of premises for commercial purposes, the impact on the heritage zone of the village, the flood risks and the loss of the Jubilee Cherry Tree. 

The discharge of raw sewage into the Chalkstream and the regular flooding of the High Street is a matter of perennial concern. The Parish Council will continue to monitor the situation including the clearance of ditches. Efforts have been made to persuade traffic to slow down when the High Street is flooded because of the wave generated which serves to increase the flooding of houses along the road. The poor state of village roads is a matter of great concern and is constantly monitored.  The pothole situation has again required regular reports to Dorset Highways who have made repairs when the weather allows.  We would like to thank the Community Highways Officer Corinne Holbrook for all assistance during the last year. 

The Parish Council has financed 50% of the cost of renewing the defibrillator lease for a further 5 years and thanks the Village Hall committee for financing the balance of this cost. 

Following the election process, we welcome Jeremy Dobbs to the Parish Council and hope he finds this a worthwhile experience. I would like to thank Cllr Patricia Davies who has now retired and all Councillors for their excellent work during the year and look forward to working with you all in the future.

Minutes of the Meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council held on 13th May 2024at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall

1.	Apologies for absence

Cllr Dobbs.

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

None.

3.	Minutes of previous meeting4th March 2024

These were agreed as a true and accurate recordof the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

4.	Update from the Chairman

The Chairman notedthe purchase of the new mower and Cllr Newman reported that the mowing team were very pleased with the new Husqvarna machine. This is a substantive improvement, making it easier to see the areas which need cutting, without having to overlap and does not emit fumes that affect the driver. 

6. 	Democratic discussion period.

There were no members of the public present and no questions raised. 

7. 	To receive a report from the Unitary Councilor

The Chairman and Council congratulated Cllr Jill Haynes on her re-election as Unitary Councillor.

Cllr Haynes reported that there is little to be said until the new Council holds its first meeting on 17th May. 

8.          Planning

Cllr Shears noted the two-part appeal lodged in respect of 15 High Street, Sydling St Nicholas relating to applicationsP/FUL/2022/04109 and P/HOU/2023/07463, the latter application being  appealed under ‘non-determination’criteria.

It was noted that the Conservation Officer had objected application P/HOU/2023/07463 in relation to the proposed driveway. 

It is not clear how the Planning Inspectorate will review these decisions side-by side, although written representations will be invited from all parties whom objected to the P/HOU/2023/07463 application. Cllr Shears will keep residents of the process via the Informer.

A question was raised concerning the installation of a window in the village and an enquiry will be made to planning enforcement. 

9.  To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals 

The Clerk advisedthat the financial position was positive with the bank balance at circa £ 8,221 following receipt of the precept and VAT repayment. The major expense since the last meeting had been the new mower. 

i) The following retrospective expenses were approved:

	Date
	Name
	Method
	   Amount  
	Reason

	05/03/2024
	David Green
	BACS
	 £               48.47 
	Expenses

	06/03/2024
	Alun Banks
	BACS
	 £               26.55 
	Petrol - mower

	28/03/2024
	David Green
	SO
	 £             228.00 
	March 2024 pay

	03/04/2024
	ABA Groundcare
	BACS
	 £          3,679.00 
	New Mower

	05/04/2024
	Sydling Village Hall
	BACS
	 £               11.00 
	Hall Hire

	09/04/2024
	Dorset Council 
	DEBIT
	 £             315.12 
	Bin emptying contract

	10/04/2024
	HMRC 
	BACS
	 £             162.00 
	Q4 PAYE 2023/2024

	10/04/2024
	Elite Playground 
	BACS
	 £               52.80 
	Qtrly inspection

	24/04/2024
	Andrew Newman
	BACS
	 £               24.05 
	Petrol - mower

	29/04/2024
	Came & Company 
	BACS
	 £             525.55 
	Insurance 

	29/04/2024
	David Green
	SO
	 £             228.00 
	April 2024 pay



ii) The Clerks expenses of £ 16.20 were approved. 

10. To receive a report on the following matters in the Parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:

Play Park

Cllr G Durack the quarterly inspectionreport had revealed no new issues and existing matters noted were all low priority

The Chairman had spoken to Peter Radbourne concerning the replacement of panels on the multiplay. 

Footpaths

Cllr Tucker noted that the hump at the track to the bottom of the Village Green had been removed, allowing water to drain away. The Chairman noted that a new tenant had arranged this work and has other plans to improve drainage at this location. 

Highways

Cllr S Durack reported that:

· Overruns at Marrs Cross and the Ford had been reported to Dorset Council. It was noted though that work to repair the Ford had now been completed. 

· A total of 27 pot holes and highway defects/issues had been reported to Dorset Council 

· a‘walkabout’ with the Community Highways Officer had taken place

· the Dry Lane pothole will be repaired when conditions allow 

· 3 incidents of fly tipping had been reported 

· 2 road sweeping requests had been made

Cllr Newman raised a question concerning ownership of the track near the play area. The Chairman believed that this had been part of the land transfer from Winchester College but would make enquiries with residents. 

Trees

Cllr S Durack noted that: 

· the  Oak Tree and the tree at the Village Green have been reported to SSE as work may be required to remove risks to overhead lines 
· A crown lift is due in relation to trees at the Village Green

It was noted that that a branch at the Play Park may be overhanging a driveway. Cllr Durack will have a look at this. 

Flooding

Cllr G Durackreported that there had not been any follow up communication from either Dorset Councillor the Environment Agency following the walkabout event held on 25th January, despite a request being sent.

The Clerk will endeavor to obtain a response from both agencies. 

12. Items for Next meeting

Nothing specific.

13. Date of next meeting	

The next meetingwould be held on Monday1st July 2024at 7.00 p.m. inthe Village Hall.There being no further business, the meeting closed at 19:54 hours.
Signed                                                                Chairman                  Date

