SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
		sydlingstnicholas@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
07855 396073

Dear Councillor,							               4th March 2025

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council to be held at 7.00pm on Monday 10th March 2025 in Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall to discuss the items as set out on the agenda below. Members of the press and public are welcome.

Amanda Crocker
Parish Clerk
Agenda
1. To accept apologies for absence
2. Declarations of pecuniary and other interests
3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13th January 2025
4. Issues arising from the last meeting not covered by agenda – for report only
5. Chairman’s Report 
6. Democratic discussion period
7. Unitary Councilor report  - February and March reports attached
8. To consider the co-option of a Parish Councillor
9. To receive an update on the .gov.uk email provider 
(a) To agree to sign the contract with HugoFox
(b) To agree the number of email addresses 
10. Finance:
i) To agree retrospective and current payment approvals - attached
ii) To agree the bank reconciliation and position against budget - attached
iii) To agree reserves for the coming year
iv) To consider a donation to the Chalk Stream Car Drivers Service
11. To receive reports on the following matters in the parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:
a. Planning Applications:
P/TRC/2024/05521	St Nicholas Church Lane – information only
T1 Ash – fell; T3 Ash – fell
P/NOTP/2025/00907	Street Record, Upper Sydling Farm – Remove payphone
b. Play Park 
(a) To consider sourcing funds to purchase new equipment
(b) To agree the new inspection contract for 2025/26 at a cost of £65 per inspection
c. Footpaths
d. Highways 
e. Tree update – To review the Tree Management Plan and appoint a replacement Tree Officer
f. Flooding
(a) To consider the appointment of a new Flood Warden

12. Correspondence received since the agenda was set
13. Items for the next meeting – Annual Parish Meeting and Parish Council Annual Meeting
14. To agree the date of next meeting:  12th May 2025








Item 7
Report to the parish council 7/2/2025
Cllr Jill Haynes Chalk Valleys Ward

Dear Clerks, councillors and members of the public,

January always seems a long and depressing month and it felt the same way at the council!  There have been numerous overview and scrutiny meeting looking a different parts of the new budget proposals for 2025/26 as well what changes will need to be made through the Our Future Council programme to make the savings needed going forward.  In truth there is very little wriggle room and the changes made by Central Government last December have hit the council hard, in addition we have heard that there is a freeze on Environment Agency spend and so no money for the urgent works on both West  Bay and Weymouth harbour walls.  (A potential cost to the council of £5M.) Meanwhile our demand continues to grow in Adult Social Care and Children’s services despite some excellent prevention work.
Therefore, coming to Full Council next week will be the administration’s proposals to cut costs and provide additional income to close the current £49M budget gap. The papers set out a total budget of £416M and this will put an additional £40M into those demand services but requires cuts elsewhere to cover the increase.
It is proposed to take the full Council tax and Adult Social Care increases which come to 5% and will mean the cost for a band D property will be £2101.05 pa. Out of 186917 households 71% are bands A-D. Nearly 22000 receive council tax support and a surprising 60,000 homes receive the single person discount. With the two figures above the council income is greatly decreased but on the plus side we do have very good collection rates.  
This figure puts Dorset Council in the top three most expensive council tax authorities, but we also receive some of the lowest Government funding.  This year our Revenue Support Grant from central government is just £179K down from £700K last year.  If you compared us per head of population to the support given to the likes of Liverpool City Council we would be receiving a staggering £100M, the formula for the grant is so unfair.
Dorset Council share of Business rates is £48M. (the remainder go to central Government) There is also a budget contingency of £13M to cover some of the variables we need to manage.  For example, pay – a 1% variation on what we predict will cost the council plus of £1M. We don’t negotiate the pay deals this is done nationally, and you will have seen already some of the pay deals agreed by the current government! Also a business rate growth of 6% has been included but with the current drop in business confidence this may be a big ask, hence the contingency.










Report to the parish council 5/3/2025
Cllr Jill Haynes Chalk Valleys Ward

Dear Clerks, councillors and members of the public
Budget U Turn likely after pressure from local members
In my report last month, I raised a number of concerns I had about some cuts in the budget proposed by the current administration. My concerns were around charging for nighttime parking in our car parks, halving the budget for youth clubs and youth provision and not using the extra money from the second home double charge on council tax to support building new affordable housing for local people. At the full council meeting on the 11th February the Conservative opposition proposed an amendment to recommendations in the budget paper to remove these cuts from the budget proposals. There was considerable debate on the matter but when it was put to the vote the amendment was lost. However, this was not the end of the matter and now it looks like a U turn will be made on certainly the first two as there was so much disagreement on all sides of the chamber. I will be keeping up the pressure to see that the extra income from the double council tax on second homes is used for affordable housing and not to cover shortfall in the current budget.
Update on the Local Plan
On 25th February the Cabinet agreed a new timeframe for the development scheme to produce a Local Plan. This was in response from a central Government request to ensure all Local Plan Development Schemes were in place by 6th March 2025. Alterations were required to the scheme in light of the changes to the Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).  The 12 week timeframe to make these changes has been very tight but this will be published on the councils website in the next few days. In the Development Scheme the timeframe for the creation of the new Local Plan is to be out to consultation in August 2026 and  to the inspectorate in December 2026 with hopefully, adoption in 2027. Again a very tight timeframe and it is important we all keep a close eye on proposals for development and comment in the consultation period.
Public Health to Split between the Dorset Unitary Councils
At the local government reorganisation (LGR) nearly six years ago it was agreed that the public health function would cover the whole of the Dorset health area to align with the NHS.  However, in April last year BCP council decided to withdraw from this agreement. Dorset has now appointed a new Director of Public Health and Prevention starting on 1/4/25.  The new Director will now lead in all areas of public health and community and public protection.


Rough Sleeper imitative bucks the trend
It’s a horrible thing to be homeless and have to sleep out on the streets and unfortunately the national trends show that the numbers have increased by an average of 20% across the country. We take the matter very seriously in Dorset and through a lot of early engagement work to help people keep their homes and not be evicted we are bucking the trend and have managed to keep our numbers relatively stable. I thought the number from the survey taken last November  was surprisingly low at 15.  Over the past 4 years working with a local providers and using Government funding we have managed to purchase 38 new units of accommodation which has enabled us to develop a rough sleeper pathway to living in a home.  This has helped 49 people, 11 of whom now have permanent accommodation and further 6 are hoping to move as soon as a place is available.
Our Digital Champions are going from strength to strength
As a council we started our Digital Champion scheme many years ago but it really came into its own during the Covid pandemic. Suddenly many people needed to do things on line and the Digital Champions were just the people to help.  These amazing volunteers can be found at our libraries and a number of other venues providing support.  In February we had two new recruits at Shaftesbury library bring the total number of volunteers to a golden 50.  If you know of anyone who needs help getting online or using a digital device our Champions can help.  If you would consider volunteering for just a few hours we would love to hear from you and full training will be given.  In either case the Digital Hotline is 01305221048
Hidden Dorset a survey by Dorset Community Foundation
Dorset Community foundation has launched a website with details of its most recent survey called Hidden Dorset.  The information is a must for many charities and community groups when looking to make a difference or to apply for grants and has been compiled by Bournemouth University. The web site looks to shine a light on local need and highlight disadvantage in the county.  The site covers five main areas work, education and training; loneliness and isolation; health, wellbeing and mental health; disadvantage and poverty and sustainability and environment.  Written like this it all sounds rather dry but it shows a fascinating insight to what is happening right under our noses! Want to have a closer look then go to the address below and please share with your community groups.
hidden.dorsetcommunityfoundation.org





















Item 10 (i)
	Payments Requested - March 2025
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payee
	Comments
	Folio
	Precept
	Paid

	
	
	
	
	£
	

	24.01.25
	Play Inspection Co
	Annual play area inspection
	51/24
	157.20
	28.01.25

	10.01.25
	Elite Playground
	Quarterly play area inspection
	52/24
	52.80
	28.01.25

	28.01.25
	DAPTC
	NPPF update
	53/24
	8.75
	28.01.25

	28.02.25
	HMRC 
	February 25 HMRC
	54/24
	49.00
	04.03.25

	28.02.25
	A Crocker
	February 25 salary
	55/24
	227.57
	04.03.25

	04.03.25
	P Radbourne
	Play park refurbishment
	56/24
	103.67
	04.03.25

	25.03.25
	A Crocker
	March 25 salary
	57/24
	211.78
	

	25.03.25
	HMRC 
	March 25 PAYE
	58/24
	49.20
	

	
	
	Total amount requested
	
	859.97
	




Item 10 (ii)
	Reconciliation of Accounts
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance b/fwd
	From 31.03.24
	
	
	5949.23

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Add:
	Income year to date
	
	
	15172.97

	
	Less:
	Expenditure to date
	
	
	10500.89

	Balance as at 04.03.25
	
	
	
	10621.31

	Funded by:
	
	
	
	

	
	Current account
	00261391
	
	10882.29
	

	
	
	
	
	
	10882.29

	Add:
	Uncleared Income
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	0.00

	Less:
	Uncleared Expenditure
	
	
	

	25.03.25
	A Crocker
	March 25 salary
	57/24
	211.78
	

	25.03.25
	HMRC
	March 25 PAYE
	58/24
	49.20
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	260.98

	Balance as at 04.03.25
	
	
	
	10621.31

	
	
	
	Difference
	0.00

















	Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council
	
	
	
	
	

	Budget Monitoring for the year ended 31st March 2025
	
	
	

	Description
	 
	2024/25 Budget
	Actual
	Balance
	
	

	Receipts
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	

	Account Interest
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	
	

	Precept
	 
	11,000.00
	11,000.00
	0.00
	
	

	CIL receipts
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	
	

	Misc income
	 
	400.00
	2,403.10
	2,003.10
	
	

	VAT refunded
	 
	 
	1,769.87
	1,769.87
	
	

	Total receipts
	 
	11,400.00
	15,172.97
	3,772.97
	0.00
	

	Payments
	
	 
	
	
	
	

	DAPTC Subs. + other subs
	 
	500.00
	236.49
	263.51
	
	

	Insurance
	 
	750.00
	677.09
	72.91
	
	

	Hall Hire
	 
	120.00
	33.00
	87.00
	
	

	Wages - Clerk
	 
	3,360.00
	3,330.90
	29.10
	
	

	Clerk Expenses - mileage
	 
	150.00
	127.44
	22.56
	
	

	Office costs
	 
	100.00
	174.71
	(74.71)
	
	

	Audit
	 
	 
	70.00
	(70.00)
	
	

	Training
	 
	156.00
	38.75
	117.25
	
	

	Environmental
	 
	1,870.00
	615.12
	1,254.88
	
	

	Computer & IT
	 
	 
	96.00
	(96.00)
	
	

	Section 137
	 
	250.00
	0.00
	250.00
	
	

	Grass cutting
	 
	1,350.00
	3,445.49
	(2,095.49)
	
	

	Honorarium
	 
	75.00
	75.00
	0.00
	
	

	Connservation
	 
	250.00
	0.00
	250.00
	
	

	Election 
	 
	 
	50.00
	(50.00)
	
	

	Play ground
	 
	1,469.00
	710.15
	758.85
	
	

	VAT
	 
	 
	820.75
	(820.75)
	
	

	Total payments
	0.00
	10,400.00
	10,500.89
	(100.89)
	0.00
	

	Balance b/fwd from 31.03.24
	5,949.23
	
	
	Monies held in bank
	10,882.29

	Income to date
	15172.97
	21,122.20
	
	
	
	

	Earmarked Reserves
	
	
	
	Add:
	
	

	Lawnmower
	500.00
	
	
	Income not cleared
	

	Footpaths & Environment
	753.90
	
	
	Less:
	
	

	Playpark repairs
	1,025.33
	
	
	
	
	

	Playpark replacement
	1,306.32
	
	
	
	
	

	Defibrillator
	500.00
	
	
	
	
	

	Local Gvt Reorganisation
	592.00
	
	
	Cheques not cleared
	(260.98)

	General reserve
	3,372.00
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	8,049.55
	
	Earmarked funds
	(8,049.55)

	Expenses for current year to date
	10,500.89
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	10,500.89
	
	
	
	

	Balance available not yet committed
	2,571.76
	
	General Reserve
	2,571.76

	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.00



General Reserve should be between £5,500 and £8,250
