

SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on 1st April 2019at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall
Members Present: 

Councillors:

C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman),S Elson,G Durack, M Hole, A Newman,D Tucker
Cllr JHaynes (DCC) Cllr M Penfold (WDDC)

Members of the Public: two

1.	Apologies for absence

None

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

None

3.	Minutes of previous meeting 11th February 2019

These were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

4.	Issues arising from the last meeting

The Chairman confirmed that the new grit bin had arrived and would be installed shortly by himself and Cllr Hole. The Chairman also advised that the recycled bench seat and picnic table would be delivered on 4th April. 

5.	Update from the Chairman

The Chairman has had further discussions concerning a possible re-design of the website with Richard Crop and Alun Banks; this can be achieved with little additional cost. Alun will be able to complete this work in about two months’ time. 

6.	Democratic discussion period

Cllr Elson was thanked for displaying a dog fouling poster which has apparently acted as a deterrent.

7.	To receive reports from the County & District Councilors

Cllr Haynes advised that the new council was now operational and that the I.T. system was still working, though there were some local interruptions. The new council is in the process of appointing assistant directors at the next tier, and all these appointments will come from within existing departments as internal moves. Early retirements have been offered where appropriate. The plan is basically to streamline the top end of departments while keeping as many keyworkers as possible which should produce cost savings and may allow for more frontline personnel to be employed. The first day of the Full Council will be 16th May. The key priority is to review engagement with communities, providing a ‘voice for all’, not just for town and parish councils, and to identify the most important services which need to be maintained.

The Chairman thanked Mary Penfold for her service as a District Councilor, as this will be her last meeting, and for all her past work as Parish Clerk.

8. Tree Work

Cllr Elson reported that B & G Down have completed the tree work at the Play Park, and work on the Spinney and at the Village green would take place shortly, followed by necessary stump grinding. All felled wood had been removed after being freely offered to villagers.

9.	To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals

The Clerk reported that the financial position was healthy at 28/02/2019; the general reserve standing at 
£ 6,352.92 and the bank balance standing at £ 12,869.11.

The following payments were authorized and approved for payment:

Retrospective expenses:

	Date 
	Amount
	Supplier
	Reason

	14/02/2019
	£119.94
	Tanks Direct
	New grit bin

	28/02/2019
	£ 184.92
	David Green
	Pay & Expenses

	31/03/2019
	£ 184.92
	David Green
	Pay & Expenses



Cheques requiring authorization:


	Ref 
	Value  
	Supplier
	Reason

	675
	£23.82
	Trever Jameson
	Petrol for mower

	676
	£  5.50
	Sydling Village Hall
	Hall Hire

	677
	£ 95.00
	M E Hole
	Mower service

	678
	£ 400.00
	M E Hole
	Fingerposts work




Clerk’s Pay rise

The Clerk reported that a pay rise had been awarded with effect from 1st April and that anew standing order mandate was now required. The Council agreed to the pay increase.

Change in Internal Auditor

The Clerk requested a change of local auditor to John Paul of Shillingstone, who was more local to him, and this would reduce both time and cost. The Council agreed to this request.

10.	To receive a report on the following matters in the parish and to agree action in response to any 	proposals:

Planning

There were no new planning applications.The tree work applications submitted by Cllr Elson have been approved. The chairman and the council thanked Cllr Elson for the considerable work involved in submitting these applications and for dealing with these matters.




Footpaths

Cllr Tucker reported a problem with a cow damaged stile on Fitzharris’ land. The Chairman would speak to Dan Newman regarding this.
.
Highways

Cllr Newman had reported a pot hole in Dorchester Road, but said he had insufficient time to take responsibility for reporting all highway issues. Cllr Durack agreedto take on this work.

Cllr Durack reported a success regarding the fly tipping on the A37;DCC Highways have taken on responsibility for the road at the cross roads and will remove this. It was suggested that the removal of the copse at the road end would make potential tippers more visible. Cllr Durack would speak to DC Highways regarding this. 

Play Park

Cllr Elson reported that the ROSPA inspection is due in May and that Steven Day would complete the zipwire repair on 6th April. The gate at the play park entrance requires adjustment and Cllr Hole said he would attend to this. The matter of the overgrown strip near the play park was discussed, the chairman will speak to Trevor Jameson regarding this.

Flooding

Cllr Durack advised that there are no new problems and that all gullying work had been completed. The chairman observed that the winter had been rather kind to the village and had presented few problems.

11. Anti-dog fouling posters consideration

Cllr Elson summarized the choice of posters as being between ‘Sign 3’ being the ‘9 out 10 dog owners’ sign (described as a ‘positive reinforcement’ message), and ‘Sign 4’, ‘Report those who don’t clean up’ sign (described as a ‘peer influence’ message). Cllr Elson said that Sign 3 was probably the better choice. Cllr Elson had investigated the health issues that dog waste can cause which are numerous. The Clerk advised that the minimum order for posters was 10. The Council resolved to obtain a supply of the ‘Sign 3’ signs. The Clerk was requested to enquire as to whether an order of 5 was possible. 

12.Set Dates for Annual Village Meeting 

The possible date of the Annual Parish meeting was discussed; there was some uncertainty as to when this would be held in view of the Village Hall alterations. It was proposed that the event should be held on Monday 20th May, although the Chairman would make enquiries in relation to a possible joint event with the Village Hall opening.

13. Items for Next meeting

[bookmark: _GoBack]14. Date of next meeting(s)	

It was agreed that the next meeting would be on Monday 13th May 2019 at 7.00 p.m. in Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:20hours.
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