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SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council held on 1st November 2021 at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall 

Members Present:

Councillors C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman), G Durack, S Durack, A Newman, D Tucker, Unitary Councillor J Haynes.

Members of the Public:   One


1.	Apologies for absence

Cllr M Hole.

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

None.

3.	Minutes of previous meeting 6th September 2021

These were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

4.	Issues arising from the last meeting

The Chairman noted that all should complete their electronic Register of Interests as soon as possible.  

5.	Update from the Chairman

The Chairman thanked the community for all the assistance provided as a consequence of the flash major flood on 31st October in which 50.1 ml of rain had fallen in 2 hours. The village showed great spirit with many villagers providing assistance to those most affected in distributing sandbags and assisting with pumps.

The Chairman noted though that if this has not occurred on a Sunday morning, when most people were at home, the outcome may have been a different story. It was vital that villagers now take responsibility for their own flood defences, as this could happen anytime.

Cllr G Durack has organised a delivery of 200 sandbags to replace those used. 

6.	Democratic discussion period

There were no issues raised. 

7.  To receive reports from the Unitary Councilor

Cllr Haynes now has a new role as portfolio holder for ‘Corporate Development and Transformation’.

Dorset Council is going through the budget setting process and attempting to deal with the underfunding shortfall of some £ 22 million, a large proportion of which relates to an overspend in Adult Social Care. 

There were problems arising from hospitals discharging rapidly combined with a shrinking workforce. Private sector providers have been increasing charges and commercial personal care is almost double the cost of local authority provided care. As a consequence, Dorset Council is now considering how it may build and run its own care homes over the medium term but these will need to be a minimum of 60 bed provision otherwise they would not be viable. 

A recent reorganisation of Dorset Council activities has resulted in cost savings of some £ 5 million. 

The Council does have some reserves that can be utilised but this is not a long-term solution to the underfunding situation. 

8. To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals 

The Clerk advised that the financial position was fair with the bank account standing at £ 8,344.77, and the general reserve at £ 4,864.67, the precept installment having been received. The invoice for the legal work in relation to the Poor Lots lease has still yet to be received. 

i) The following retrospective expenses were approved:
	DATE
	Name
	Method
	 Amount 
	Reason

	27/09/2021
	Dorset Council
	BACS
	 £        708.00 
	Treework

	30/09/2021
	David Green
	SO
	 £        189.28 
	September 2021 pay

	01/10/2021
	Elite Playground Inspections
	BACS
	 £          48.00 
	Qtrly inspection

	04/10/2021
	Trevor Jameson
	BACS
	 £          25.95 
	Petrol

	12/10/2021
	HMRC PAYE
	BACS
	 £        133.00 
	PAYE











ii) Clerk’s expenses of £ 16.20 were approved

iii) Proposed budget for 2022/2023

The Clerk noted that there were inflationary pressures in the pipeline and that the Parish Council needed to ensure that these were adequately provided for and sufficient reserves need to be maintained for major expenses, such as a new mower.  The Clerk commented that the Parish Council cannot rely on external sources of revenue as the Covid-19 pandemic has clearly demonstrated. 

The proposal was made for an increase in precept of £ 907, bringing this to £ 8,032 per annum, which would mean an annual Council Tax increase for a Band D property of £ 4.44.

The Clerk noted that a pay agreement for 2021-2022 had not been settled and therefore this was something of a variable. 

The proposed budget was unanimously agreed and the precept request will be made in January 2022. 

9. Proposal for 5 aside goals for the Village Green

The Chairman proposed that the Parish Council obtains some small 5-a-side goals for the Village Green. It was agreed that these should be lightweight, plastic and should be no larger than 8 x 4 ft.
The Clerk noted that the cost of these would be around £70 plus VAT per goal. 

The Council unanimously agreed to this proposal. 

10. To receive a report on the following matters in the Parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:

Planning

An application to change the status of a bridleway that borders Frome St Quintin and Batcombe to a ‘Byway to All Traffic’ (B.O.A.T) from the British Horse Society was considered. It was agreed that no comments were necessary 

Two planning applications were considered:

i) P/HOU/20212021/02847 8 Church Hill View, Sydling St Nicholas – first floor extension over garage with insertion of Dorma window. 

There were no objections to this proposal which is very similar to others in the vicinity. 

ii) P/LBC/2021/02629 Rock Farmhouse East Street Sydling St Nicholas - Replace thatch and carry out remedial works to roof structure

There were no objections to these very necessary works. 

Play Park

Cllr G Durack advised that two zip wire bolts had been replaced but consideration needs to be given to the condition of the upright poles, following recent inspection reports. The Clerk had obtained the contact details for a specialist zip wire wooden structural expert who had offered to inspect the poles for £ 280 plus VAT. 

It was noted that the zip wire is popular but its long-term future needs does need to be considered given recent maintenance expenditure.  

It was agreed to proceed with the inspection and review the situation after this has taken place. 

Footpaths

There were no issues reported. 

Highways

Cllr S Durack reported that:

· the damaged grit bin is on Dorset Council’s list for replacements
· following the flash flood, the damage to tarmac at Orchard Close has been reported
· the village is on a 28-day ticket with Dorset Council for a full road sweep

Cllr Davies reported that there is a missing ‘Test your Brakes’ sign near the ford. 

Trees

Cllr S Durack reported that all tree work under the maintenance programme has been completed, including long standing issues in the Play Park involving overhanging branches.

Flooding

Cllr G Durack raised the issue of markers for drain covers following the flash flood. It agreed that these may be difficult as landowner permission may be required. 

The Chairman noted that it was important that villagers obtain their own pumps and considered fitting non return valves if appropriate. 

11. Items for Next meeting

· Precept finalisation 2022/2023

13. Date of next meeting	

It was agreed that the next meeting, would be held on Monday 3rd January 2022 at 7.00 p.m. at the Village Hall.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 19:55 hours.




Signed                                                                Chairman                  Date

