

SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 11th February 2019at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall

Members Present: 

Councillors:

C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman),D Tucker, M Hole, S Elson, G Durack
Cllr JHaynes (DCC) Cllr M Penfold (WDDC)

Members of the Public: none

1.	Apologies for absence
Andrew Newman

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests
None were declared.

3.	Minutes of previous meeting03 December2018
These were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

4.	Issues arising from the last meeting
The Clerk confirmed that the cost of a 110 litre bin is circa £65 plus VAT.It was resolved to replace the grit bin at the top of the hill, which will also need a support post

Cllr Hole provided an update on progress towards repairs of two village fingerposts. He has sourced letters for around £2 each, and estimates the cost would be around £200 per fingerpost. Cllr Haynes confirmed that metal AONB letters are available for about £3.25 each; there are no planning requirements or permissions required, plastic fingerposts are acceptable and potentially have a longer life than traditional wooden ones. It was resolved to replace both fingerposts as soon as possible.

5.	Update from the Chairman
The Chairmanadvised that the Chalkstream magazine will be unable to publish the full minutes of the last parish council meeting, which ran to some 4 pages; in future an abbreviated version of the minutes will be submitted.

The Chairman has had discussions concerning a possible re-design of the website; he will advise further following a meeting with he will hold shortly.

6.	Democratic discussion period
It was suggested that the introduction of dog mess posters was a good idea, it being a persistent problem in the village.

A concern was raised regarding the matter of worn out signage generally in the area for walkers & visitors; apparently the new unitary authority will probably not replace these and it would be useful to encourage landowners to replace or repair. 

The matter of the gate at Saxons Top, Huish Farm was raised. This has apparently been tied up with a chain and is difficult to open. The Chairman will speak to the landowner regarding this matter.

It was reported that 4 dogs had recently been stolen in the area, and subsequently found. 

A concern was raised that the general public did not actually understand the format of the ‘democratic discussion period’ during Parish Council meetings; apparently some people have thought that they were not allowed to attend, or thought that they had to write in first. The Clerk agreed to ask Andy Aylott to include some explanation of the procedure in the article he is writing about the elections in May.

The matter of the phone box in the village was raised. The Chairman advised that the phone box has not been decommissioned and is in use, primarily because of the poor mobile signal in the valley and is useful as alternative emergency contact method.

7.	To receive reports from the County & District Councillors
Cllr Haynes spoke on the latest developments on LGR: nearly all the new directors are in place, there have been complexities such as pension scheme transfers and ensuring that the Council Tax reduction scheme is still in operation. A budget has been agreed by the Shadow Executive, and will be put before the full council; there will be a wind down of activities before election ‘purdah’ commences on 15th March. Cllr Penfold wanted to ensure that everyone is receiving the Dorset newsletter and advised that grantsare continuing. Cllr Haynes advised that the childrens’ services budget is overspent and that this was partly due to complex and expensive placements. 

8.	To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals
The Clerk reported that the financial position was healthy, the general reserve standing at £ 7,598.84, bank balance £ 14,115.03, and that the debit card had been received to facilitate payments.

The following payments were authorized and approved for payment:

	Ref 
	Value  
	Supplier
	Reason

	SO
	£     184.92
	David Green
	Pay

	DD
	£     126.60
	HMRC
	PAYE

	670
	£     405.00
	Elite Playground Inspections
	Zip wire parts

	671
	£     468.00
	The Parish Noticeboard Co
	New Noticeboard

	672
	£       11.59
	David Green
	Expenses

	673
	£       29.95
	Spanglefish
	Advert removal from website



9.	To receive a report on the following matters in the parish and to agree action in response to any 	proposals:

Planning
The application concerning 10 Waterside Lane, Sydling St Nicholaswas briefly discussed. There were no objections in relation to this proposal.

Footpaths
Cllr Tucker reported no issues.

Highways
Cllr Durack raised the matter of fly tipping of builders’ rubble on the A37; apparently this must be removed by the landowner; Cllr Durack will discuss the status of the road where the tipping has been noted with DCC Highways.

Play Park
Cllr Elson reported that the repairs to the zip wire had been delayed due to the illness of contractor Steve Day; he will however complete the repair before Easter.


Flooding
Cllr Durack advised that there had been one report regarding flooding at the soak-away where it meets an underground spring near Dollens Farm; the Chairman advised that this was a long standing problem which was well known and is unlikely to be rectified.

10. Tree Survey
Cllr Elson reported the outcome of the recent tree survey. Quotes had been obtained from several contractors for the work specified by the tree condition report. These were Hardy Tree Services (£ 220), Forest & Tree Care (£ 1200), WDDC (£ 2068) and B & G Down (£2660) (all net of VAT). Ian Down of B & G Down had provided the quote to include re-shaping tree to prevent future problems and reduce long term cost. It was resolved to instruct B & G Down to complete the tree work.

11. Village Furniture
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Chairman advised that Janet Wareham will clean and oil the bench seat donated by the Bryant family.Cllr Elson and the Clerk had obtained prices for replacement recycled plastic bench seats. Cllr Elson explained that that these have long term advantages over wooden seats, being primarily maintenance and rot free. Cllr Elson will check the size of seat. It was resolved to replace one bench seat with a recycled plastic version and also the children’s table in the play park with a 1 metre multi-coloured recycled plastic type.

12. Proposal for ‘pop-ups’ to be excluded from the Parish Council website
It was agreed that the website advertising is very intrusive and it was resolved to pay Spanglefish for one year’s removal of the advertising (payment approval noted above).

13. May Local Elections - timetable & procedures
The Clerk summarized the key dates as being:
· Date of Election – 2nd May 2019
· Notice of Election – 15th March 2019
· Nominations closure – 3rd April 2019, nomination papers must be delivered by hand to South Walks House, Dorchester by appointment
· Nomination packs are available from the dorsetforyou website in mid-February
· Candidates need a proposer and a seconder; the clerk can assist with Electoral Roll numbers

14. Set Dates for Annual Village Meeting and post-election meeting in May
In view of the uncertainty as to the availability of the village hall, no date was set for an Annual Village Meeting. It was resolved to hold the Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 13th May 2019.

15. Items for Next meeting
Dog Waste posters

16. Date of next meeting(s)	
It was agreed that the next meeting would be on Monday 1st April 2019 at 7.00 p.m. in Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:10hours.
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