Chair’s Report on 2025/26

Unlike past years, there have been no changes within the Parish Council during the year. 

All the Parish Councillors have worked hard over the year on their particular area of expertise and I would like to thank them for the work they do on behalf of the village. 

Andy Newman for looking after the play area and undertaking regular inspections, and looking after the Parish Council website and keeping it up to date.

Paul Gower who took on the role of Highways which involves keeping a general eye on potholes, road signage, and roads in general and reporting any issues to Dorset Council. He has also taken on organising the repairs to the various finger posts around the parish. This is an on-going job and will be carried out over a number of years.

Di Tucker for keeping an eye on the footpaths and rights of way and making sure hedges are cut back to keep the paths passable. 

Steve Shears for monitoring all things planning and guiding our responses to applications.

Greg Walker for monitoring the river and advising residents on necessary action and for helping with various jobs around the village, including the installation of the safety fence on the village green.

Jeremy Dobbs for acting as tree warden and checking any Treework applications received. 

To our Clerk, Amanda Crocker, for trying to keep us on the straight and narrow during the year.

Cllr Jill Haynes for attending our meetings regularly and shedding light on the happenings in Dorset Council.

We continue to consider the possibility of adding a new piece of play equipment to the play area – something for the older children – but prices are high and funding is limited or non-existent at the moment. We continue to keep looking. 

Following new legislation, all council members now have dedicated .gov.uk email addresses and these can be found on the Parish Council website should anyone wish to contact a councillor. 

We were grateful for a donation of £314.67 from the Village Cake Sale to go towards the cost of play park equipment and this is being held in readiness. A further £400 was donated by the Village Bell Race. £961 was donated from the marathon and, once again, I would like to thank all villagers for supporting the event and for welcoming the athletes and their families. The village benefited to the tune of nearly £14,000 from the event. 

In October a meeting was held with the Environment Agency and guidelines were sought regarding what should be done with the river flow and who should be doing it. All those living alongside the river were provided with information relating to their riparian responsibilities. Flood signs were provided by Highways in January for the Parish Council to put out at the appropriate times to try and encourage drivers to slow down when driving through flooding. 

We became the proud owners of the telephone kiosk but still have yet to decide what we want to do with it. 

The bus shelter continues to be used as a book swap and we would like to thank the volunteers that look after and maintain it. 

This might be a good moment to mention the work currently being undertaken by Wessex Water. It should be stressed that this is not flood prevention work – it is work to line the sewer to prevent groundwater draining into it and overflowing the sewer. We may well still get flooding during periods of heavy rainfall but the sewer will be watertight. 

On that note, I would like to thank you all for coming along and for everything you all do for the community. We live in a beautiful village and have a wonderful community spirit. Thank you.




