SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
		clerk@sydlingstnicholasparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Dear Councillor,					              		6th January 2026

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council to be held at 7.00pm on Monday 12th January 2026 in Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall to consider the following items.
Signed
Amanda Crocker 
Clerk
07855 396073
Agenda
1. Apologies for absence

2. Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

3. Minutes of previous meetings 10th November 2025

4. Matters arising from the minutes – for report only

5. Update from the Chairman 


6. Democratic discussion period

7. Unitary Councillor report – Five Year Housing Land Supply

8. Finance:
i) To agree retrospective and current payment approvals
ii) To confirm the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget
iii) To agree the budget for 2026/27 – draft attached

9. To receive reports on the following matters in the parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:
a. Planning Applications:
P/FUL/2025/07175	Wardon Hill Business Park, Long Ash Lane – erect steel framed extension to existing building to have 1 sectional overhead door & 1 personnel door
P/FUL/2025/06006	Dollens Farm, High Street – Installation of slurry storage bag, slurry separator, reception pit & associated infrastructure
b. Play Park 
· To consider the purchase of new play park equipment
c. Footpaths
· To consider the finger post repairs – ‘Mini Green’ post at a cost of £556.16
d. Police, Traffic and Rights of Way
· Police report – December  report attached
e. Tree update
f. Flooding

10. Correspondence received since the agenda was set

11. To consider the adoption of the model IT Policy

12. Items for the next meeting

13. To agree the date of next meeting: 




Item 7


The Five-year Housing Land Supply Decision-making Principles.
 Background successive Governments have recognised that there is a shortage of housing in England and have looked to take various actions to try to address this shortage. One of the key routes to delivering more housing is the planning system both through planning decisions on proposals for housing developments and through sites identified by local authorities in their local plans. Governments have set targets for the delivery of new homes against which local authorities will be measured.
 What is the Five-year Housing Land Supply? 
The Five-year Housing Land Supply (5YHLS) is one of the tools the government uses to ensure local authorities are contributing to the objective of boosting the supply of housing. To maintain the supply of new homes, national policy requires local authorities to have a supply of deliverable housing sites. Local authorities should identify and update annually a supply of deliverable sites sufficient to provide a minimum of five years’ worth of housing against their housing requirement, in other words, a five-year housing land supply. 
How are decisions made when there are sufficient housing sites in the supply?
 When there is a good supply of housing sites measured against the area’s housing targets, decisions are made in accordance with the adopted local plan for the area unless there are good reasons not to do so. This is sometimes referred to as the planning balance. For development proposals that include the provision of new housing, there are policies in the adopted local plans that direct new homes to certain locations. When the supply of new homes is sufficient to meet the five-year supply requirement, these policies can be given full weight when ‘balancing’ the harm against the benefits of development.
 What happens when we don’t have a five-year housing land supply?
 When an authority cannot demonstrate a five-year supply of housing land, its policies for delivering housing are considered ‘out of date’ and less weight can be given to them in planning decisions. National policy states that planning applications should instead be based on the presumption in favour of sustainable development. This is sometimes referred to as the tilted balance. However, national policy also provides strong reasons for refusing development in some locations and this will be considered on a case-by-case basis reflecting the areas of particular importance referenced in national policy. If there are no strong reasons for refusal, the council will need to consider whether the impacts of the development would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefit of delivering new homes. When engaged, the tilted balance changes the ‘balancing exercise’ of making a planning decision to give less weight to the policies that restrict housing. Proposals for new housing should be approved unless the impacts ‘significantly and demonstrably’ outweigh the benefits of granting permission so the tilted balance ‘tilts’ the balancing exercise in favour of approving an application. Areas where the impacts would ‘significantly and demonstrably’ outweigh the benefits would include protected habitats sites or areas at risk of flooding. 
What is the current position in Dorset?
 Dorset needs to have a supply of 3,246 new homes a year as set by Government. A recent assessment of the supply of deliverable housing sites has been undertaken against this housing target. The five-year supply requirement is equal to 17,042 new homes. The supply that is considered deliverable against this requirement is 8,639 which is equivalent to just 2.53 years. This means that the tilted balance applies across Dorset. Does the ‘tilted balance’ apply everywhere? National policy requires development to be focused on areas that are or can be made sustainable by reducing the distance people need to travel to meet their everyday needs. It also seeks to encourage walking, cycling and public transport use above the use of cars to help reduce congestion and improve air quality. In Dorset, some areas do not fit with this national policy objective and therefore should not be the focus for growth. The tilted balance gives more weight to development in sustainable locations, which in Dorset are considered the towns and larger villages that have some everyday facilities such as schools and shops. Smaller villages and rural areas are not considered appropriate for new homes. 
What about Neighbourhood Plans?
 Neighbourhood Plans are community led plans typically produced by parish and town councils. When agreed by a local referendum they form part of the development plan and, along with the local plan, are used in planning decisions in the area in which they apply. When the ‘tilted balance’ applies, national policy provides additional weight to the policies in a neighbourhood plan as long as: 1. The neighbourhood plan is less than five years old when the planning application is being decided. 2. The neighbourhood plan includes development sites to meet its housing requirement. Where these two conditions are met, conflicts with the policies in the neighbourhood plan are likely to ‘significantly and demonstrably’ outweigh the benefits meaning that the planning decision is more likely to follow that in the Neighbourhood Plan.
 What can be done to change the situation? 
In the longer term, the new Dorset Council Local Plan will put in place an approach to increase the supply of housing sites to help meet the target. However, the Local Plan needs to be prepared following a process that is set out in law which will take time to complete. It is hoped that the Local Plan will be in place in late 2027. Over the coming years, the supply of housing sites will need to be increased. This can only be achieved by granting planning consents for housing at larger villages and at towns. We will need a good range of sites including small ones and larger ones as well as sites on brownfield and greenfield. We need to engage with developers that are proposing developments so that we can secure improvements to local infrastructure such as cycle paths and play spaces, as part of the development





































Item 8(iii)
	Description
	2024/25 Budget
	Actual
	2025/26 Budget
	Actual to date
	Forecast
	2026/27 Budget Proposal

	Payments
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	DAPTC Subs. + other subs
	500.00
	236.49
	600.00
	315.50
	600.00
	600.00

	IT costs
	 
	96.00
	500.00
	157.38
	500.00
	510.00

	Insurance
	750.00
	677.09
	750.00
	700.09
	700.09
	850.00

	Hall Hire
	120.00
	33.00
	100.00
	45.00
	100.00
	100.00

	Wages - Clerk
	3,360.00
	3,330.90
	3,200.00
	1,766.55
	3,200.00
	3,500.00

	Clerk Expenses - mileage
	150.00
	127.44
	150.00
	70.83
	150.00
	150.00

	Office costs
	100.00
	174.71
	150.00
	183.68
	250.00
	300.00

	Bank charges
	 
	 
	 
	17.92
	50.00
	100.00

	Audit/Legal fees
	 
	70.00
	75.00
	115.00
	250.00
	250.00

	Training
	156.00
	132.50
	150.00
	 
	150.00
	150.00

	Parish Asset Replacement
	1,870.00
	615.12
	2,000.00
	322.92
	2,000.00
	2,000.00

	Section 137
	250.00
	120.00
	250.00
	 
	250.00
	250.00

	Grass cutting
	1,350.00
	3,469.99
	1,350.00
	99.61
	1,350.00
	1,350.00

	Replacement mower
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Honorarium
	75.00
	75.00
	75.00
	75.00
	75.00
	75.00

	Conservation
	250.00
	0.00
	250.00
	 
	250.00
	250.00

	Election
	 
	50.00
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Play ground
	1,469.00
	692.87
	2,500.00
	544.41
	1,955.59
	2,500.00

	VAT
	 
	838.03
	 
	57.25
	57.25
	 

	Total payments
	10,400.00
	10,739.14
	12,100.00
	4,471.14
	11,887.93
	12,935.00

	Receipts
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Account Interest
	 
	0.00
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Precept
	11,000.00
	0.00
	11,700.00
	11,700.00
	11,700.00
	 

	CIL receipts
	 
	0.00
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Donations re play park
	 
	 
	 
	1,029.34
	1,029.34
	 

	Poor Lots rent
	400.00
	2,403.10
	400.00
	400.00
	400.00
	400.00

	Misc income
	 
	 
	 
	963.00
	963.00
	 

	VAT refunded
	 
	0.00
	 
	215.52
	272.77
	 

	Total receipts
	11,400.00
	2,403.10
	12,100.00
	14,307.86
	14,365.11
	400.00

	Balance
	(1,000.00)
	8,336.04
	0.00
	(9,836.72)
	(2,477.18)
	12,535.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Precept
	11,000.00
	
	11,700.00
	
	
	12,535.00

	% increase
	21.75
	
	6.36
	
	
	7.14

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Increase
	
	
	
	
	
	835.00













Item 10(d)
Dorchester West Neighbourhood Policing 
December 2025
Dear Councillors, 
Below is a breakdown of crimes and incidents that have occurred and been reported in your areas during the month of December 
N.B. Any crimes of a sensitive nature have not been included in this report, e.g. crimes of a personal nature or any crimes which may identify individuals etc
Dorchester NPT website address is: https://www.dorset.police.uk/neighbourhood-policing/dorchester/
Our Face Book Page address is: www.facebook.com/DorchesterPolice/
Our Twitter Page is: https://twitter.com/DorchesterPolice
Our Instagram Page is: https://www.instagram.com/dorchesterpolice/
Dorset Alert messaging system registration to receive messages is: https://www.dorsetalert.co.uk/pages/2451/1/Register.html
Contacting Dorset Police (non-emergency)  
Do it Online: www.dorset.police.uk/do-it-online/
CONTACT US LINK: Contact us | Dorset Police
Telephone: 101    *(Calls to the 101 non-emergency number from both landlines and mobiles are free)
Message an officer: www.dorset.police.uk/do-it-online/message-an-officer/
To report information to the police with 100% anonymity, contact the independent charity Crimestoppers online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org or call Freephone 0800 555 111
Importance of Reporting
Please can it be circulated that all suspicious activity & incidents are reported to the police.
The highlighted section at the top of this report provides the various ways this can be done.
I appreciate that people think that they don’t want to “bother” the police or “nothing will be done anyway”.  However, as I mentioned when speaking to people face to face the reports enable resources to be allocated accordingly and if nothing gets reported nothing can be done. 
Sometimes lines of enquiry are limited but all reports can be used to “build a picture” of activity in the area and the smallest report may lead to a crime being solved or prevented.
DFAA
Chesil Bank Parish Council: 
11:12 – Scrap metal stolen from Public House in Abbotsbury
17:12 – Suspicious incident with unknown person persistently knocking on door in Portesham.
24:12 – Unknown male acting strangely in Portesham playpark.
-  We have received a few reports recently of suspicious activity in The Portesham area. Of the report’s descriptions, times and places have differed. Myself PCSO 5410 have conducted reassurance patrols in the evenings and daytime and speaking with residents. At presentthere is nothing to suggest anything untoward.
27:12 – Suspicious vehicle seen driving around Bagwell Farm.
[bookmark: _Hlk115422645]Litton Cheney – Bride Valley Parish Council: 
[bookmark: _Hlk128423648]No reported crimes or incidents.
Long Bredy – Bride Valley Parish Council: 
[bookmark: _Hlk123138500]No reported crimes or incidents.
DFAB
Maiden Newton Parish Council area: 
No reported crimes or incidents. 
The Comptons, Toller + Wynford Parish Council area: 
[bookmark: _Hlk143753947][bookmark: _Hlk168041892]19:12 – Break to farm workshop by unknown persons, damage caused can of engine oil stolen in Wynford Eagle.
19:12 – Break to farm buildings by unknown persons, damage caused, and power tools stolen in Wynford Eagle.
Toller Porcorum Parish Council area:
Rampisham area:
[bookmark: _Hlk218083817]No reported crimes or incidents.
Hooke area
No reported crimes or incidents.
DFAC
Stratton Parish Council area:
No reported crimes or incidents. 
Frampton Parish Council area:
No reported crimes or incidents.
Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council area:
[bookmark: _Hlk123153060]No reported crimes or incidents.
Frome Valley Parish Council area:
[bookmark: _Hlk213081173]No reported crimes or incidents.
Cattistock Parish Council area:
No reported crimes or incidents.
DFAD
Charminster + Charlton Down Parish Council: 
[bookmark: _Hlk154669831]No reported crimes or incidents.
Cerne Abbas Parish Council:
12:12 – report of suspicious noisy vehicle driving around farm late at night in Nether Cerne area. 
Godmanstone Parish Council: 
No reported crimes or incidents.
Minterne Magna Parish Council area:
[bookmark: _Hlk213082610]25:12 – Report of deer carcass found in the Lyons Gate area, possible illegal poaching.
Stinsford Parish Council area:
[bookmark: _Hlk136451955]No reported crimes or incidents.
Bradford Peverell Parish Council area:
[bookmark: _Hlk141707987][bookmark: _Hlk136028233]No reported crimes or incidents.
DFAE
Winterborne St Martin Parish Council:
[bookmark: _Hlk132109625]27:12 – Theft of power tools from vehicle parked outside property in Martinstown by unknown persons.
Winterborne Abbas Parish Council:
12:12 – Motocross bike stolen from locked shed in Winterbourne Steepleton area.
[bookmark: _Hlk143757228]Winterborne Monkton Parish Council area:
No reported crimes or incidents.
We do urge members of the public to keep reporting any concerns via the usual channels.
Withdrawal of 101 email address:
Improving the way, you contact us.
We receive thousands of digital contacts from residents and visitors every month and contact overall to Dorset Police has recently been reaching record levels.
It is important for us to use the best systems and processes to ensure emergency lines are kept open and non-emergency calls can be answered from those who are unable to contact us online.
We have been looking at ways to ensure we can meet the needs of our communities as quickly as possible as well as ensuring that members of the public are directed to the correct agency, such as the local authority, who may be best placed to deal with their request for service.
Following the launch of our new website in March, we have seen a huge increase in the quality of information captured on digital reports completed via our website, ensuring we are able to record crimes effectively and task officers and staff appropriately.
[bookmark: _Hlk143757347]Why are we making these changes?
We are asking members of the public to use these web forms when contacting us digitally instead of sending an email to ensure we have all the relevant information we need and can respond as efficiently as possible – meaning we get you the advice, information and help you need as soon as possible. 
Our non-emergency email was withdrawn from 5 June 2023 and digital contact should be made via our website. Alternatively, you can still contact us for non-emergency enquiries by calling 101.
What to do in an emergency
If a crime or incident is in progress or someone is in immediate danger, call 999 now.
  Emergency contacts for deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired:
 Use textphone on 18000
 British Sign Language (BSL) users please use our video relay service
 Or text 999 if you are registered with the emergency SMS service
DORCHESTER NPT LINK: Dorchester | Your area | Dorset Police | Dorset Police
CONTACT US LINK: Contact us | Dorset Police
Regards
PCSO 5410 Sarah Pilcher, Dorchester West Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team

