


SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 06th March 2017 at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall

Members Present: 

Cllr’s C Legg (Chairman), D Tucker, C Fowler, M Hole

Cllr Mary Penfold WDDC
4 members of the public

1.	Apologies for absence
P Davies (Vice Chairman), A Newman, V Letten, J Haynes (DCC)
2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests
None declared.
3.	Minutes of previous meeting 06th February 2017
Signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.
4.	Issues arising from the last meeting
The Clerk updated the council on the Sherrin’s Farm development. In short the applicant will apply to WDDC to change from 5 affordable homes to 4 due to the fact that these homes will be sold to Magna housing who operate a cheaper business model and thus the applicant profit margins would not stack up. These 4 affordable homes will be available to individuals with an interest in within the village providing they are on the housing register. The Parish Council will in due course be able to comment formally on this.	

5.	Update from the Chairman for information only
The Chairman had no comments to make.
6.	Correspondence received for information only
The Clerk had no further correspondence other than that on the agenda.
7.	To receive reports from the County & District Councillors
Cllr Penfold started by saying that little funding was received from the Local Economic Partnership as most went to Poole and Bournemouth. She continued by saying that the Dorchester TIC will be moving to the library in April and that the unitary proposal of two separate unitary bodies has gone to the Secretary of State with a timeline of 2019/20.

8.	Democratic discussion period
Confirmation was requested as the schedule of works for the fence and gate on the green. Cllr Hole confirmed that the materials had been sourced and he proposed a work party of Saturday 25th March. This was agreed. Although one member of public still vehemently objected to this, the Chairman confirmed that a democratic discussion and vote had taken place at a Parish Council meeting on 07 January 2017 and a majority voted to precede with this course of action.

9.	To receive a report on the planning matters in the parish and to agree action in response to the new applications

The Parish Council supported the following new applications:


WD/CA/17/00055	
LITTLE PADDOCK, 23A SYDLING ST NICHOLAS, DORCHESTER, DT2 9PD	
1 No. multi-stemmed Pine – Fell
WD/CA/17/000672 
THREE ACRES, SYDLING ST NICHOLAS, DORCHESTER, DT2 9NZ
T1: Conifer - fell T2: Spruce - fell T3: Conifer - fell T4: Cherry – fell
WD/D/17/000125 			
4A WATERSIDE LANE, SYDLING ST NICHOLAS, DORCHESTER, DT2 9NY 
Convert a bay and a half garage into ancillary accommodation to the main residence (Full)

10.	To receive a report on the condition of the footpaths and other environmental matters in the parish and to agree action in response to proposals and repairs

Cllr Tucker reported no new issues.

11.	To receive a report on Highways matters in the parish and to agree action in response to proposals and repairs

Cllr Hole reported a major pothole on the High Street close to the pub. The Clerk confirmed he would report this via Dorset For You.

12.	To receive a report on Play park matters in the parish and to agree action in response to proposals and repairs

Cllr Fowler confirmed the play park was regularly checked and there were no issues.

13.	Finance
	a.	Bank balances (summary for 2016/17 attached)
	b.	Invoices and receipts
	c.	Cheques for authorization and approval
The Clerk confirmed the council where well within budget for the FY 16/17. The following cheques was approved and authorized:

	573
	£215.08
	33
	Wayne Lewin
	Wages and expenses



14.	Employers pension scheme set up
The Clerk reminded the council of their legal obligation to offer an occupational pension scheme and recommended the government endorsed N.E.S.T.
Resolution:
It was agreed by all to offer this scheme and the Clerk was requested to set it up.
15.	To discuss dog fouling within the village and to agree action and response to the issues
In the absence of Cllr Davies this item was moved to the next meeting.
16.	Tree markers for poor driving conditions
The Clerk read an email from DCC highways who would not support this proposal and indeed would discourage this at it would provide a driver with a false sense of security.
Resolution:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The council agreed not to pursue this matter any further

17.	Hedge maintenance contract decision
The Clerk had circulated 4 quotes for consideration.
Resolution:
The council agreed to award the contract to Lyons gate gardening services due to cost and a known local contractor.

18.	To discuss correspondence received regarding the littering on the Grimstone –Sydling lane.

The Clerk had received and circulated a letter of annoyance at the state of the Grimstone-Sydling lane due to the amount of rubbish and litter. The Clerk had indeed informed DWP of this matter and was happy to state he had recently received another letter of thanks saying the area was cleaned. 

Resolution:
It was agreed that no further action was needed on this matter but to highlight that if any person noticed areas of rubbish or fly tipping in or around the village, the process of a clean-up does work.

19. 	Items for the next meeting
Dog fouling in the village
20.	Date of next meeting
The next meeting was confirmed as 03rd April 2017


There being no further business the meeting closed at 2002 hours. 


		3 of 3
