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Minutes of the Meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council held on 4th January 2021 by Zoom conferencing. 

This meeting was held under the terms of the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020.                                                                             

Members Present: 

Councillors:

C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman), G Durack, S Durack, M Hole, A Newman, D Tucker; Unitary Councillor J Haynes

Members of the Public:Two

1.	Apologies for absence

None 

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

None

3.	Minutes of previous meetings2nd and 16thNovember 2020

These were agreed as true and accurate records of these meetings and signed by the Chairman.

4.	Issues arising from the last meeting

Covered by the minutes below.

5.	Update from the Chairman

No update necessary.

6.	Democratic discussion period

There were no issues raised. 

7.  To receive reports from the Unitary Councilor

A written report had been circulated by Cllr Haynes. 

8.

i) Planning application consideration- WD/D/20/002478 - TROUT, THE WATERSHED, DORCHESTER ROAD, SYDLING ST NICHOLAS, DORCHESTER, DT2 9NS – proposal to reconstruct and extend building to provide artists overnight accommodation

The applicant who attended the meeting, outlined the proposal and answered questions from Councillors. He explained that camping for artists on site had been provided in the summer but that this would only work for part of the year. The proposal was to improve the facility by providing overnight accommodation in a small bedroom extension with a slate roof. The applicant confirmed that there is no agricultural tie on the property. The property has business use only, with occupancy is restricted to two months in asix-monthperiod, andthe owner conformed that he has no plans to convert the property into a dwelling. He alsoconfirmed that there are no issues with water run off or sewerage which joins the main house system.

The Council RESOLVED to support the proposal with the provision that the property cannot be converted into permanent living accommodation. 

ii) Pre-application discussion of a proposal in relation to 15 High Street, Sydling St Nicholas

The Council, at the request of the developer, discussed a proposal to build two new houses and workshops on land at 15 High Street, Sydling St Nicholas. The architect briefly described the scheme and how the dwellingsqualitatively differ from another development in the village. He confirmed that there are 2 allocated parking spaces per property, although the scheme provides for two 4-bedroom houses with a potential for two additional bedrooms in each of the workshop annexes; the suitability of this level of parking provision was queried. It was commented that the scheme appeared to be at odds with the linear development of Sydling and could be viewed as ‘back land’ development which may set a precedent for similar schemes. A concern was raised in relation to the possible business use of the premises and the likely overspill of parking onto the High Street. It was said that developments of this type do little to enable young people to live in the village, and appear to be aimed at making a quick profit. A question was also raised in relation to the site access across the strip of ground at the site entrance, which may be owned by Dorset Council and the possible loss of the cherry tree in a conservation area. 

The Chairman noted that the formal application would be considered when received, if necessary, by holding an extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council.

9To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals 

The Clerk advised that recent expenditure had been minimal, the general reservestanding at
£ 1,790.65, with other reserve accounts held, including £2,000 set aside for Play Park expenses. 

i) The following retrospective expenses were approved:

	DATE
	Payee
	Reason
	 Amount 

	30/11/2020
	David Green
	Pay & Allowance
	 £189.28 

	21/12/2020
	Zoom US
	Meetings
	£  14.39

	31/12/2020
	David Green
	Pay & Allowance
	 £189.28 



ii) The Poor Lots

The Chairman confirmed that the tenant had made a contribution of £200 towards the cost of a new lease. The Council RESOLVED to approve the drawing up of a new 15-year lease.

iii) Budget consideration. 

It was noted that the present precept had been maintained for a period of 4 years. The Clerk proposed increasing the precept in order to maintain the present level of expenditure taking into account the probable loss of income from the running event in 2021. The increased precept would mean a rise in the average Band D Council Tax of £2.73 per annum, based on the new tax base calculation. It was RESOLVED to set the precept at £7,125. 


10.To receive a report on the following matters in the parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:

Trees

Cllr S Durack confirmed that a fallen horse chestnut branch at the Play Park has been removed, and the risings will be dealt with. The tree management plan has been completed and quotes have been received from three contractors. It was RESOLVEDto appoint Dorset Council to complete the tree work, on the basis they have provided the best value quote, the known quality of their work and because they provide excellent local advice and assistance. Further quotes will be sought in relation to hedging work.

Play Park

Cllr G Durack reported no current issues. The cleaning of the Play area surfaces will be considered at the March meeting. 

Footpaths

Cllr Tucker reported no major issues. 

Highways

Cllr S Durack advised that major pot hole issues had been dealt with by Dorset Highways including those along Back Lane. 

Flooding

Cllr G Durackreported that it had been a quiet year which had been greatly helpedby the effective clearing of gullies and drains. There were a few issues concerning broken grids, for example, at Dollens Farm and there is a blocked pipe underneath the highway. Two meetings with the Environment Agency and Flood Engineer had been cancelled due to Covid-19 and Cllr Durack was waiting to hear when these would be re-arranged. 

11. Correspondence

The request from the DAPTC for a representative to be appointed was discussed. It was agreed that this was not necessary; the Clerk will circulate all DAPTC correspondence in the future. 

12. Items for Next meeting

Nothing specific.

13. Date of next meeting(s)	

It was agreed that the next meeting would be on Monday1st March 2021 at 7.00 p.m. by Zoom conferencing

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 19:55hours.


Signed                                                                Chairman                  Date

