SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
		clerk@sydlingstnicholasparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Dear Councillor,					              	         2nd September 2025

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council to be held at 7.00pm on Monday 8th September 2025 in Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall to consider the following items.
Signed
Amanda Crocker 
Clerk
07855 396073
Agenda
1. Apologies for absence

2. Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

3. Minutes of previous meetings 21st July 2025

4. Matters arising from the minutes – for report only

5. Update from the Chairman 

6. Democratic discussion period

7. Unitary Councillor report - attached

8. Finance:
i) To note the Clerk’s salary increase of 3.2% in line with the national agreement
ii) To agree retrospective and current payment approvals
iii) To confirm the reconciliation of accounts and position against budget
	
9. To receive an update on the .gov.uk email addresses

10. To receive an update on the registering of Parish Council land

11. To consider a response to the DAPTC Parish Council survey

12. To receive reports on the following matters in the parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:
a. Planning Applications
· To consider a response to the Dorset Council Local Plan consultation
b. Play Park 
· To consider the purchase of new play park equipment
c. Footpaths
· To consider the finger post repairs and agree costs
d. Police, Traffic and Rights of Way
· Police report - attached
e. Tree update
· To review the proposed tree work and consider the quote of £900 + VAT for works to be undertaken in October 2025
f. Flooding

13. Correspondence received since the agenda was set

14. Items for the next meeting

15. To agree the date of next meeting: 10th November 2025



Item 7
Report to the parish council 30/8/2025 
Cllr Jill Haynes Chalk Valleys Ward 
 Dear Clerks, councillors and members of the public please find below my report for August 2025.  I have concentrated this report on the new Local Plan Consultation which is a complex document, and it is vital that as many people as possible get involved and make comments.  The best way to do this is online and the details of how to do this are at the bottom of this report.  
The consultation on the first draft of this Local Plan opened on 18th August 25 and will run until 13th October 25.  The principal purpose of this first informal consultation is to identify offers of land brought forward by developers and landowners. This land is not purely for housing but also includes employment land, land for potential solar and wind farms and sites for Gypsy and Travellers and is looking at a vision for 2043. 
Planning Authorities must include all offers of land in the consultation.  If the council does not do this then it can be open to legal challenge from a landowner or developer whose land has been subject to an internal “sifting” process and therefore not included in proposed land allocations in the consultation process.  
This is an informal consultation which gives communities, parish councils, other interested organisations and local members the opportunity to challenge land being offered for development. Approximately 50% of the proposed sites are likely to fall away as they are found unsuitable for a variety of reasons. 
Central Government has imposed an 80% increase in the statutory housing targets which the council must provide land allocation. The council must now provide 3264 new houses per year for the life of the plan; this is for the Dorset council area and does not include Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole Council area of Dorset. 
 From October this year Dorset Council will no longer have a 5 year housing land supply. Without this 5 year supply there is a presumption of permission for most developments. Even if the council refuse developments they are likely to win on appeal without the 5 year land supply.  
There are currently 10,000 planning permissions for housing granted but not being developed.  In addition, there are further sites in either the old District Council Local Plans or designated development areas in Neighbourhood Plans which account for 12,00 more houses.  This still leaves the council needing to find land for a further 25,000 houses. As far as I am aware the Secretary of State has not been challenged on the proposed numbers for Dorset by either the Leader of the Council or the Cabinet member.  We should not just give in but fight this massive rise in housing numbers without any needs assessment; but there does not appear to be an appetite for this in the current leadership. 
The new plan must be ready to go to the Secretary of State by December 2026 and the Draft Plan will be  will need to be published by the middle of next year for further public comment. The final draft will also include a series of new planning policies. 
Some of the changes to policy are out for consultation at the moment and in particular I would like to draw attention to the removal of development boundaries/envelopes in our towns and our larger villages. In the Chalk Valleys Ward this applies only to Cerne Abbas but also will affect our local towns of Dorchester, Sherborne and Blandford. I find that I cannot agree to the removal of this protection just to enable further development. We must have some form of control on where additional development happens in bigger settlements. 
Central Government has withdrawn all funding for Neighbourhood Plans and as they are expensive to create or renew it is likely that they will become obsolete and not influence planning decisions as they become out of date.  This is a terrible move and takes away any local say in development by the local community. We can no longer rely on Neighbourhood Plans to provide local protection. The only way going forward for local people to have a say in future development is for a strong voice in these Dorset Local Plan Consultations. 
There are a number of anomalies in the draft document!  For example, at 5.2 in the document there is the proposal to remove the boundaries and call these “flexible settlements”.  However, just a few pages on there is a proposed policy of allowing up to 30 houses at a time outside the development boundary as long as the development abuts the existing boundary!!  These 30 house developments would not be permitted in the green belt (which is only in the east of the county anyway). The new policy states these small developments would help local developers but to my knowledge there are no small developers who could manage as many as 30 houses.  They either do 1or 2 houses or they are like Frys and Wyatts and do about 150 at a time. The new policy also proposes that a second 30 house development in the same settlement cannot be granted unless the first one is started.  I feel that this should say completed not started, we all know developers put in the drive entrance – that counts as started – and then they sit on the asset; hence the 10,000 granted permissions which are not built. 
At no point is there mention of appropriate infrastructure to go with new developments.  This can have a very detrimental effect, particularly in rural areas. No access to GP surgeries, insufficient places in schools and limited public transport.  This also does not address the cost to the council itself in bussing children to school and providing social care to adults in rural areas. 
Finally, despite the Government requirement to provide the land allocation for all this additional housing I can’t ever see it working as we struggle to get the existing allocation of 1793. How will we get developers geared up to build all these extra houses in a time of a slow economy and just two years to build and complete these houses?  What I believe will happen is that we will agree a plan and set out in 2027 but do not complete the target number.  What happens then is that the number we do not get built is added to the 3246 required in 2028 total plus a buffer which the Government sets making a substantially larger total number requiring to be built that year – a target which is also missed and so the numbers game continue.  Meanwhile as we haven’t met our targets then most development will be granted on appeal whether, we like it or not!!   
I am most disappointed that the current administration has not gone with the two new settlements that were being proposed after the last local plan consultation in 2023.  If they had there would have been the possibility to masterplan the new developments to ensure appropriate infrastructure, and we would not be getting these pepper pot developments with no additional facilities.  There would also have been a reason to challenge the timing of the building as this would have been spread throughout the period of the plan in a similar way to the Poundbury development. 
Public information sessions are being held nearby on both the Local Plan and the Local Transport Plan.  Please get involved and ensure that the voice of our rural communities is heard. 
 Blandford 9th September at Royal British Legion Club 2pm – 7pm  
Dorchester 11th September at the Corn Exchange 2pm – 7pm 
Sherborne 7th October at the Digby Hall 2pm – 7pm 
 View the documents and complete the response questionnaire at: 
dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-is-changing  
There are a lot of questions but you don’t have to answer all of them just those that are relevant to you and your community, 
 
Kind regards  Jill 


















































Item 8 (ii)
	Payments Requested - August and September 2025
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payee
	Comments
	Folio
	Precept
	Paid

	
	
	
	
	£
	

	11.06.25
	Lloyds Bank
	Accounts charges 10/5 to 9/6
	
	4.25
	27.07.25

	10.07.25
	Lloyds Bank
	Accounts charges 10/6 to 9/7
	
	4.25
	28.07.25

	26.07.25
	A Banks
	Mower fuel
	BACS018
	27.21
	

	12.08.25
	A Crocker
	August 25 salary + expenses
	BACS019
	231.16
	

	12.08.25
	HMRC
	August 25 PAYE
	BACS020
	49.00
	

	11.08.25
	Lloyds Bank
	Account charges 10/7 to 9/8/25
	5.17
	

	25.08.25
	Sydling Village Hall
	Hire charge - May 2025
	BACS021
	11.00
	

	25.08.25
	Sydling Village Hall
	Hire charge - July 2025
	BACS022
	11.00
	

	08.08.25
	Hugo Fox
	Web hosting August 2025
	
	11.99
	

	19.07.25
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting July 2025
	
	20.99
	

	02.09.25
	A Crocker
	September 25 salary
	BACS023
	244.45
	

	02.09.25
	HMRC
	September 25 PAYE
	BACS024
	57.20
	

	19.08.25
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting August 2025
	
	20.99
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total request 
	
	
	694.41
	



Item 8 (iii)

	Reconciliation of Accounts
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance b/fwd
	From 31.03.25
	
	
	10383.06

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Add:
	Income year to date
	
	
	8457.86

	
	Less:
	Expenditure to date
	
	
	3544.65

	Balance as at 02.09.25
	
	
	
	15296.27

	Funded by:
	
	
	
	

	
	Current account
	00261391
	
	15597.92
	

	
	
	
	
	
	15597.92

	Add:
	Uncleared Income
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	0.00

	Less:
	Uncleared Expenditure
	
	
	

	01.09.25
	A Crocker
	September 25 salary + expenses
	
	244.45
	

	01.09.25
	HMRC
	September 25 PAYE
	
	57.2
	

	
	
	
	
	
	301.65

	Balance as at 02.09.25
	
	
	
	15296.27

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Difference
	0.00

	










	
	
	
	

	Budget Monitoring for the year ended 31st March 2026
	
	
	

	Description
	 
	2024/25 Budget
	Actual
	Balance
	
	

	Receipts
	 
	
	 
	 
	
	

	Account Interest
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	
	

	Precept
	 
	11,700.00
	5,850.00
	(5,850.00)
	
	

	Donations re play park
	 
	 
	1,029.34
	1,029.34
	
	

	CIL receipts
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	
	

	Misc income
	 
	400.00
	1,363.00
	963.00
	
	

	VAT refunded
	 
	 
	215.52
	215.52
	
	

	Total receipts
	 
	12,100.00
	8,457.86
	(3,642.14)
	0.00
	

	Payments
	
	 
	
	
	
	

	DAPTC Subs. + other subs
	 
	600.00
	315.50
	284.50
	
	

	Insurance
	 
	750.00
	700.09
	49.91
	
	

	Hall Hire
	 
	100.00
	33.00
	67.00
	
	

	Wages - Clerk
	 
	3,200.00
	1,513.05
	1,686.95
	
	

	Clerk Expenses - mileage
	 
	150.00
	60.57
	89.43
	
	

	Office costs
	 
	150.00
	156.85
	(6.85)
	
	

	
	 
	 
	13.67
	(13.67)
	
	

	Audit
	 
	75.00
	115.00
	(40.00)
	
	

	Training
	 
	150.00
	0.00
	150.00
	
	

	Environmental
	 
	2,000.00
	322.92
	1,677.08
	
	

	Computer & IT
	 
	500.00
	119.91
	380.09
	
	

	Section 137
	 
	250.00
	0.00
	250.00
	
	

	Grass cutting
	 
	1,350.00
	70.76
	1,279.24
	
	

	Honorarium
	 
	75.00
	75.00
	0.00
	
	

	Connservation
	 
	250.00
	0.00
	250.00
	
	

	Election 
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.00
	
	

	Play ground
	 
	2,500.00
	0.00
	2,500.00
	
	

	VAT
	 
	 
	48.33
	(48.33)
	
	

	Total payments
	0.00
	12,100.00
	3,544.65
	8,555.35
	0.00
	

	Balance b/f from 31.03.25
	10,383.06
	
	
	Monies held in bank
	15,597.92

	Income to date
	8457.86
	18,840.92
	
	
	
	

	Earmarked Reserves
	
	
	
	Add:
	
	

	Lawnmower
	500.00
	
	
	Income not cleared
	

	Footpaths & Environment
	753.90
	
	
	Less:
	
	

	Playpark repairs
	1,025.33
	
	
	
	
	

	Playpark replacement
	2,335.66
	
	
	
	
	

	Defibrillator
	500.00
	
	
	
	
	

	Local Gvt Reorganisation
	592.00
	
	
	Cheques not cleared
	(301.65)

	General reserve
	3,372.00
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	9,078.89
	
	Earmarked funds
	(9,078.89)

	Expenses for current year to date
	3,544.65
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	3,544.65
	
	
	
	

	Balance available not yet committed
	6,217.38
	
	General Reserve
	6,217.38

	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.00










Item 12 (c)

Highways
Fly tipping    
The commercial waste at the top of the road to Maiden Newton was first reported to the Council Waste department at the beginning of June. Despite repeated reports and phone calls it has not yet been removed.  I will persist and escalate.
Potholes
On a more positive note.  Five of the worst potholes along the Cerne Abbas fork and the Up Sydling roads have been filled. 
Drains
A blocked drain at the top of Three Acres has been reported “ not cleared in 40 years”.  Upon inspection it appears sediment build up maybe above the outlet pipe and requires removal to avoid potential flooding to nearby property. I will report and try to get the other drains in Three Acres inspected/ cleared at the same time.  
Footpaths and Road Signs
I have carried out Initial walking surveys of both footpaths and highways. Replacement, repair, upgrade needed to in excess of 20 signposts.   I will seek definitive maps from Dave Ackerley…… responsible for relevant infrastructure, at the Council.  
I propose:
· Complete the survey with photographs and What3words location
· Prioritise the most important central village replacement/upgrades
· Define an annual program for the remainder
Obviously, in an ideal world, the costs would be borne by the Council infrastructure budget however in reality the Parish is likely to be required to shoulder a significant burden.  I have made contact with the Dorchester Man’s Shed (Community Interest Company) who have previously provided signage to other villages. This maybe a way forward, at a modest cost, if we can mobilise a team of village volunteers .  I will pursue further.

Grit Bins
I will carry out inspection of the bins before winter to make sure they are stocked with fresh material where required.
Other business
One final issue, which may be discussed as part of the wider debate on riparian duties covered by Greg, is the attempt to divert water flow in Sydling Water at Waterfall cottage. The consequences of unauthorised obstruction/diversion of the waterway could be serious for residents both upstream and downstream and should be removed immediately. This is not the first time this sort of irresponsible action has been carried out. I would urge the Council to make it clear to all residents that this is unacceptable and take action accordingly.
Paul Gower 3/9/2025





















Item 12(d)

Dorchester West Neighbourhood Policing 
August 2025
Dear Councillors, 
Below is a breakdown of crimes and incidents that have occurred and been reported in your areas during the month of August.
N.B. Any crimes of a sensitive nature have not been included in this report, e.g. crimes of a personal nature or any crimes which may identify individuals etc
Dorchester NPT website address is: https://www.dorset.police.uk/neighbourhood-policing/dorchester/
Our Face Book Page address is: www.facebook.com/DorchesterPolice/
Our Twitter Page is: https://twitter.com/DorchesterPolice
Our Instagram Page is: https://www.instagram.com/dorchesterpolice/
Dorset Alert messaging system registration to receive messages is: https://www.dorsetalert.co.uk/pages/2451/1/Register.html
Contacting Dorset Police (non-emergency)  
Do it Online: www.dorset.police.uk/do-it-online/
CONTACT US LINK: Contact us | Dorset Police
Telephone: 101    *(Calls to the 101 non-emergency number from both landlines and mobiles are free)
Message an officer: www.dorset.police.uk/do-it-online/message-an-officer/
To report information to the police with 100% anonymity, contact the independent charity Crimestoppers online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org or call Freephone 0800 555 111
Importance of Reporting
Please can it be circulated that all suspicious activity & incidents are reported to the police.
The highlighted section at the top of this report provides the various ways this can be done.
I appreciate that people think that they don’t want to “bother” the police or “nothing will be done anyway”.  However, as I mentioned when speaking to people face to face the reports enable resources to be allocated accordingly and if nothing gets reported nothing can be done. 
Sometimes lines of enquiry are limited but all reports can be used to “build a picture” of activity in the area and the smallest report may lead to a crime being solved or prevented.
DFAA
Chesil Bank Parish Council: 
08:08 – Stolen caravan found in car park in Abbotsbury by member of public, reported and recovered.
[bookmark: _Hlk115422645]Litton Cheney – Bride Valley Parish Council: 
[bookmark: _Hlk128423648]30:08 – Report of Anti-Social driving around Litton Cheney and surrounding villages – this happened in April but continues to happen. 
Long Bredy – Bride Valley Parish Council: 
[bookmark: _Hlk123138500]29:08 – Theft of metal gates from a farm in Kingston Russell area.

DFAB
Maiden Newton Parish Council area: 
No reported crimes or incidents.
The Comptons, Toller + Wynford Parish Council area: 
[bookmark: _Hlk143753947][bookmark: _Hlk168041892]No reported crimes or incidents.
Toller Porcorum Parish Council area:
Rampisham area:
No reported crimes or incidents.
Hooke area
No reported crimes or incidents.
DFAC
Stratton Parish Council area:
No reported crimes or incidents.
Frampton Parish Council area:
04:08 – report of pigs escaped onto main road and into gardens where damage occurred – Myself PCSO 5410 spoke with owner and pigs have now been 09:08moved elsewhere.
Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council area:
[bookmark: _Hlk123153060]No reported crimes or incidents.
Frome Valley Parish Council area:
No reported crimes or incidents.
Cattistock Parish Council area:
No reported crimes or incidents.
DFAD
Charminster + Charlton Down Parish Council: 
[bookmark: _Hlk154669831]09:08 – Theft of Plant Chipper from Charminster Depot, Wanchard Lan
25:08 – Report of injured baby pigeon in the Charminster area with two teenagers walking away who were believed to be involved.
Cerne Abbas Parish Council:
No reported crimes or incidents.
Godmanstone Parish Council: 
No reported crimes.
Minterne Magna Parish Council area:
No reported crimes or incidents.
Stinsford Parish Council area:
[bookmark: _Hlk136451955]01:08 – Travellers arrive at local farm, Cokers Frome area - moved on after a day or two.
Bradford Peverell Parish Council area:
[bookmark: _Hlk141707987][bookmark: _Hlk136028233]No reported crimes or incidents.
DFAE
Winterborne St Martin Parish Council:
[bookmark: _Hlk132109625]27:08 – reports of ASB caused by ‘boy racers ‘congregating at Milk Station ( entrance to Ewleaze dairy ).
Winterborne Abbas Parish Council:
No reported crimes or incidents. 
[bookmark: _Hlk143757228]Winterborne Monkton Parish Council area:
29:07 – Travellers arrive at fields on Maiden Castle farm – they moved on after a couple of days to Cokers Frome area so related to above
Withdrawal of 101 email address:
Improving the way, you contact us.
We receive thousands of digital contacts from residents and visitors every month and contact overall to Dorset Police has recently been reaching record levels.
It is important for us to use the best systems and processes to ensure emergency lines are kept open and non-emergency calls can be answered from those who are unable to contact us online.
We have been looking at ways to ensure we can meet the needs of our communities as quickly as possible as well as ensuring that members of the public are directed to the correct agency, such as the local authority, who may be best placed to deal with their request for service. Following the launch of our new website in March, we have seen a huge increase in the quality of information captured on digital reports completed via our website, ensuring we are able to record crimes effectively and task officers and staff appropriately.
[bookmark: _Hlk143757347]Why are we making these changes?
We are asking members of the public to use these web forms when contacting us digitally instead of sending an email to ensure we have all the relevant information we need and can respond as efficiently as possible – meaning we get you the advice, information and help you need as soon as possible. Our non-emergency email was withdrawn from 5 June 2023 and digital contact should be made via our website. Alternatively, you can still contact us for non-emergency enquiries by calling 101.
What to do in an emergency
If a crime or incident is in progress or someone is in immediate danger, call 999 now.
 Emergency contacts for deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired:
 Use textphone on 18000
 British Sign Language (BSL) users please use our video relay service
 Or text 999 if you are registered with the emergency SMS service
DORCHESTER NPT LINK: Dorchester | Your area | Dorset Police | Dorset Police
CONTACT US LINK: Contact us | Dorset Police
Regards
PCSO 5410 Sarah Pilcher, Dorchester West Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team


