SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on 13stMay 2019at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall
Members Present: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Councillors:

C Legg (Chairman), P Davies,S Elson,G Durack, M Hole, A Newman,D Tucker

Members of the Public: one

1. Election of Chairman

Cllr Chris Legg was proposed and unanimously voted in

2. The Chairman’s acceptance of Office was received

3. Election of Vice-Chairman

Cllr Patricia Davies was proposed and unanimously voted in

4. The Vice-Chairman’s Acceptance of Office was received

5. The Councillors Acceptances of Office were received

6. Apologies for absence

Cllr Jill Hayes sent her apologies

7. Declarations of Interest

Members were reminded of the requirement to declare any personal or prejudicial interests

8. Appointment of Officers & Representatives

8.1	Rights of Way Officer
Cllr Di Tucker accepted this position

8.2	Flood Liaison Officer
Cllr Graham Durack accepted this position

8.3  DAPTC representative
Cllr Patricia Davies accepted this position

8.4	Tree Officer
To be discussed at the next meeting

8.5	Highways Officer
Cllr Andy Newman accepted this position

8.6	Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall Management Committee representative
Cllr Di Tucker accepted this position

8.7	Play park chairman
Cllr Shell Elson was appointed

9.0. Approval of Regulations & Documents

The Standing Orders were approved unamended

The amended Financial Regulations were approved, in respect of clause 6.3 to allow for payment by debit card

10. Mminutes of previous meeting 1st April 2019

These were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

11. Issues arising from the last meeting

Cllr Elson reported that the anti-dog fouling signs had been received. It was resolved that two would be installed in Back Lane, two in the Old Coach Road and one in Waterside Lane which are known problem areas.

12. Update from the Chairman

The Chairman thanked all the Councillors for standing in the recent election, and to candidate Nick Hill also for standing. The Chairman stated that the electoral process had given the council greater legitimacy, having only had three elected councillors in recent years. There was an electoral turnout of 51.66%, which was good in comparison with other villages.

13. Democratic discussion period

A parishioner queried the exact locations of the anti-dog fouling signs. It was agreed that two back to back signs would be the best solution in Back Lane; the matter of a loose seat atCowdownHill was raised, the Chairman told the meeting this was due to it being pushed by a bull and that little could be done about the situation.

14. To receive reports from the County & District Councillors

Reports had not been received

15. To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals

The Clerk reported that the bank account as at 30 April 2019 stood at £11487.40 and the general reserve at 
£ 4,971.21. The election expenses costs had not been finalisedyet and at the reserve account will be adjusted accordingly when known.

The precept of £3250 was received on 1st May and the VAT Repayment on 17th April.







The following payments were authorised and approved for payment:

Retrospective payments:

	Date 
	 Amount 
	Supplier
	Reason

	01/04/2019
	 £          793.66 
	TDP
	New bench seat/table

	04/04/2019
	 £          150.00 
	Keep Britain Tidy
	Dog fouling posters

	12/04/2019
	 £             20.00 
	Signs of Cheshire
	Magnets for notice board

	15/04/2019
	 £          123.60 
	HMRC
	PAYE

	30/04/2019
	 £          189.22 
	David Green
	pay



Cheques requiring authorisation:

	Ref 
	 Amount 
	Supplier
	Reason

	
	
	
	

	679
	 £             52.00 
	C Birch 
	Honorarium

	680
	 £       2,424.00 
	B & G Down
	Tree works 

	681
	 £          249.60 
	Dorset Waste
	Litter bin empty

	682
	 £          300.00 
	Elite Playground
	Zip wire cable work

	683
	 £          127.23 
	DAPTC
	Subscription

	684
	 £             70.00 
	J P Consultants
	Internal audit

	685
	 £             24.13 
	Alun Banks
	Petrol for mower

	686
	 £             11.00 
	Sydling Village Hall
	Hall Hire

	687
	 £          200.00 
	Sydling St Nicholas PCC
	Donation for church clock



i) To approve accounts for year end 31/03/2019
The internal audit report had been received; there were only a few minor issues arising, The Chairman signed the Annual Return declaration. 
ii) To consider donation request for church clock
It was proposed that the Council make a donation for the maintenance of the church clock. It was resolved to donate £ 200 towards this.

iii) To agree honorarium for bus shelter cleaning
An honorarium of £52 for Claire Birch in respect of bus shelter cleaning was agreed.

16.To receive a report on the following matters in the parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:

Planning
The following planning applications were discussed:

WD/D/19/000717 7 WATERSIDE LANE, SYDLING ST NICHOLAS, DORCHESTER, DT2 9NY.
Proposal to remove an existing porch & utility area & construct a new porch/utility area & shower room (to replace a lean-to structure & part boundary wall with concrete floor extension). 
There were no objections to this proposal.

WD/D/19/000929 PALMERS COTTAGE, 2 HIGH STREET, SYDLING ST NICHOLAS, DORCHESTER, DT2 9PB 
Proposal to remove part internal wall between kitchen & reception room – Listed Building consent sought – internal wall to be removed is of modern construction.
There were no objections to this proposal

WD/D/19/000689 | 6 EAST STREET, SYDLING ST NICHOLAS, DORCHESTER, DT2 9N
Proposal for the erection of two storey rear extension (demolish existing) with associated internal and external works – replacement of single storey extension with two storey extension & internal wall removal, demolition of wc/utility room 
There were no objections to this proposal

Footpaths
Cllr Tucker reported that two blue bridleway signs appeared to be missing. Cllr Elson agreed to look into this matter.

Highways
Cllr Davies reported that the ‘Test your brakes’ sign at the Splash (ford) Sydling appeared to have been knocked over. The Clerk to report this issue to DC Highways.

Play Park
Cllr Elson summarised the issues with the new zip wire which has had to be adjusted by contractor Steven Day to make it compliant with the regulations. The stops have had to set 2 metres from the ends which has made it awkward for small children to use the zip wire. The Chairman advised that the Council and itscontractor had done all they could to make the new wire safe and compliant, even if the user experience was slightly diminished. The Council resolved to monitor the situation on an ongoing basis

Trees
Cllr Elson advised that all tree works were complete with the exception of the Spinney, which is now scheduled for 10th June, work will be coordinated with the work of SSE to shroud the cables. All other trees have had their crowns lifted to around 6 feet to dissuade climbing and to remove dead branches. 
Cllr Newman offered to cut and strim the grass verge by the play park. The Chairman thanked Shell for her considerable work in relation to the trees and the play park.

Flooding
No issues reported

17. Zip Wire issues considered

Cllr Elson suggested that the council awaits the outcome of the ROSPA report before deciding if any further work is required in the play area. The Council agreed to this. Cllr Elson commented that the quality of the ROSPA reports were poor and not very helpful. The Clerk suggested that an alternative safety reports company, The Play Inspection Company, could be considered before next year. The Clerk agreed to circulate an example of the report.

18. Date of next meeting(s)	

It was agreed that the next meeting would be on Monday 1st July 2019 at 7.00 p.m. in Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:15hours.
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