SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on 1st July 2019at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall

Members Present: 

Councillors:

C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman),S Elson,G Durack, M Hole, A Newman,D Tucker

Members of the Public: two

1.	Apologies for absence

Jill Haynes, County Councillor

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

None

3.	Minutes of previous meeting13th May 2019

These were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

4.	Issues arising from the last meeting

Cllr Elson reported the outcome of the siting of anti-dog fouling posters in various village locations. The results were mixed. Whilst there appears to have been an overall reduction in the problem along Back Lane and Waterside Lane, two signson the Old Coach Road had been removed and are presumed to have been destroyed. Biodegradable marker sprays have been obtained, and the Council agreed that use of the marker spray will be promoted on the Informer, the Parish Council web site and the village bus stop. Cllr Elson’s proposed article for the Sydling Informer was discussed. This will be edited and published shortly.

5.	Update from the Chairman

The Chairman reported that the marathon had been a great success, and beneficiaries in the village saw increased income from the event.

The Chairman discussed the letter from a resident regarding parking issues and the siting of an ice cream van outside his property for 10 hours which had left a large oil patch on the road. The points raised were valid: a field for parking is made available for the event but some visitors chose not to use itand had parked thoughtlessly in East Street. It was reported that bollards placed had been seen being removed and thrown behind the bus shelter. The Chairman suggested that the event may need marshalling nextyear to prevent a recurrence of this problem. He will also suggest that the ice cream van is moved during the next event to prevent the sort of disturbance that took place this year. Cllr Durack said that it was important that the problem was not pushed elsewhere in the village. There had been reports that that other events, such as the ‘Open Gardens’, had experienced similar problems. Cllr Tucker suggested that consideration be given to allowing parking on the village green; the Chairman said this would if acceptable if the weather was fine. 

The Chairman will discuss the issues with White Star at the wash-up meeting, and has written to the resident. The Clerk would also write to the resident.

The Chairman advised the council that there had been reports of anti-social behavior involving reckless use of vehicles and playing loud music at Broadridge View, and the police had been involved. It is hoped that this problem will be short lived after intervention.

6.	Democratic discussion period

An enquiry was made with regard to the level of insurance for special events was raised following sight of an article concerning Thetford Borough Council, which has been compelled to take out terrorism cover.

The Chairman said he thought that White Star Running would be fully insured in relation to all eventualities.

7.	To receive reports from the County & District Councilors

No report received.

8.	To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals

The Clerk reported that the financial position was healthy at 30/06/2019; the general reserve standing at 
£4,396.13 and the bank balance standing at £ 10.752.99.Rent of £ 400 had been received.

The following payments were authorised and approved for payment:

Retrospective expenses:

The following retrospective expenses were approved:


	Ref
	Date 
	 Amount 
	Supplier
	Reason

	
	
	
	
	

	688
	20/05/2019
	 £       397.52 
	Came & Co 
	Insurance

	689
	20/05/2019
	 £         24.51 
	Trevor Jameson 
	Petrol

	690
	28/05/2019
	 £       159.60 
	Came & Co 
	Mower insurance

	691
	28/05/2019
	 £         86.40 
	ROSPA
	Safety report

	DEBIT
	29/05/2019
	 £         48.00 
	Advance Digital
	Posters

	SO
	31/05/2019
	 £       189.22 
	David Green
	pay

	DEBIT 
	21/06/2019
	 £         21.20 
	Meon Ltd
	Marker Sprays

	SO
	30/06/2019
	 £       189.22 
	David Green
	pay



Cheques requiring authorization:

	Ref 
	 Amount 
	Supplier
	Reason

	692
	£  768.00
	B & G Down
	Spinney Tree work

	693
	 £   26.50 
	David Green
	Expenses

	694
	£  8.25
	Sydling Village Hall
	Hall Hire

	695
	£24.46
	Trevor Jameson
	Petrol for mower




10.	To receive a report on the following matters in the parish and to agree action in response to any 	proposals:

Planning

There was one new planning application- WD/D/19/001431:

Proposal: Erection of two storey side extension comprising of a garage and first floor storage; form driveway and vehicular access 
Location: 22 HIGH STREET, SYDLING ST NICHOLAS, DORCHESTER, DT2 9PB

There were no objections to this proposal.

Footpaths

Cllr Tucker queried the new notices that had been sited near Waterfall Cottage. The Chairman explained that these relate to the statement of a landowner’s position and effectively prevented new rights of way from being claimed.

Highways

Cllr Durack had reported two incidents of fly tipping on Sydling Road and on the A37 at the usual place. The road at Three Acres will be re-surfaced in the next two months. Cllr Tucker reported a litter problem on Newton Hill, which Cllr Durack will report to DC Highways.

Trees

[bookmark: _GoBack]Cllr Elson reported that thered prunus on Waterside Lane had been inspected and some dead branches will be removed by DC. In relation to fireblight, Cllr Elson reported that she had made 6 inspections on private properties and confirmed in 4 instances that the disease appeared to be present. Cllr Hole reported a tree with Dutch Elm disease near Trout Cottage, which may be at risk if it falls. The Chairman will speak to the occupiers.

Play Park

Cllr Elson reported that the outcome of ROSPA inspection in May.

There were some issues requiring action:
· Relay matting under Basket Swing, multi bay Swings, under monkey bars
· Re-fix wooden bench to concrete base
· Fit 12mm rubber buffer to Gate, including hinge side to prevent entrapment
· Adjust self closing mechanism on gate to between 8-12 seconds










Cllr Elson is in the process of obtaining quotes for the matting replacement; Cllr Hole will attend to the matter of the gate fixings.
No further action was deemed necessary in relation to the zip wire. The main beam on seesaw shows signs of rot, and there are signs of rust on back of basket-ball board, both of these issues require monitoring.
Flooding

Cllr Durack advised that there are no new problems.

Flint Wall at the Spinney

Cllr Newman raised the issue of the poor condition of the flint wall at the Spinney, and the Council made a site visit to inspect this. It was considered that the east end of the wall may need attention. The Chairman will check with the owners of properties nearbyto establish who owns the wall; the Clerk will attempt to locate any deeds that assist in determining ownership.

13. Items for Next meeting

14. Date of next meeting(s)	

It was agreed that the next meeting would be on Monday 2nd September 2019 at 7.00 p.m. in Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:00hours.



Signed……………………………………………….Chairman…………………………………………Date…………………………………………		1 of 4
