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Minutes of the Meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council held on 1st March 2021 by Zoom conferencing. 

This meeting was held under the terms of the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020.                                                                             

Members Present: 

Councillors:

C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman), G Durack, S Durack, M Hole, A Newman, D Tucker; Unitary Councillor J Haynes

Members of the Public:One

1.	Apologies for absence

None 

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

None

3.	Minutes of previous meeting 4th January2021

These were agreed as a true and accurate recordof the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

4.	Issues arising from the last meeting

Covered by the minutes below.

5.	Update from the Chairman

No update necessary.

6.	Democratic discussion period

There were no issues raised. 

7.  To receive reports from the Unitary Councilor

Cllr Haynes reported that Dorset Council has concerns regarding the potential impact on the local area of the partial lockdown release at the end of March. The Council is anticipating problems in Bournemouth with a consequential effect on other areas, particularly as the weather improves. Cllr Haynes noted that there were 20 campervans at West Bexington the previous week-end. The Council will have no powers to stop vehicles and turn people away from Dorset after 12th April and there are concerns in relation to parking and the availability of public toilets. Dorset Council is considering if the situation can be managed without additional funding.

Cllr Haynes commentedon the Dorset Local Plan, which is now in its first consultation period, and which will have an impact for thenext 20 years or so. The current plan is an amalgamation of earlier plans which were all at different stages of development and will be considered again before approval in 2023. Cllr Haynes noted that is important to avoid a situation where there are not enough houses being planned for; if adequate provision is not made, there will be a developers ‘freefor-all’ and planning permission will be generally granted on appeal by the planning inspectorate. There are currently some 700 applications which have not been built out, and there is no compulsion on developers to complete these, beyond the installation of some basic infrastructure. Cllr Haynes explained that the position is difficult: a proposal to build between 300 and 400 houses in Sherborne had been rejected and it was proposed that Dorchester would be a suitable ‘sustainable’ location for some of this new development. In central Dorset the plan is for a major expansion north-east of Dorchester involving the building of some 3,500 houses; thisshould be seen in the context of the long timescalebut on an annual basis it is not a large number. Cllr Haynes commented that it is important that new developments are not all pushed into North Dorset and away from the AONB, which may be the result if Government targets are imposed under the ‘tier’ system.Cllr Haynes noted that small developments in villages will not sufficiently contribute to the overall target and that two new towns may be necessary.

8.

i) Planning application: WD/D/20/003083 5 Church Hill View Sydling St Nicholas, DT2 9SY: erection of carport & conversion of garage to habitable room. It was noted that this proposal would have little impact on neighbouring properties due to the large off-street parking area available. The Council RESOLVED to support the proposal.

ii) Dorset Local Plan comment

The Chairman commented that some local building would be required but clearly most development would be required around Dorchester and Weymouth, with the focus on ‘sustainability’; new houses will mainly be located in and around the large towns with facilities such as schools, doctors’ surgeries and bus services. There could be hubs at Poundbury and Crossways, for example.The Clerk noted the impact of Convid-19 closures on town centre locations has not been addressed by the new Local Plan. Cllr Tucker expressed the view that the Plan ought to include agreaterpercentage of low cost and affordable housing for single people; the Chairman noted that large 4-bedroom houses do not meet local housing needsand are not a solution. The Clerk will collate and submit any comments received. 

9.To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals 

The Clerk advised that recent expenditure had been minimal, the bank balance standing at £5,900.17 andthe general reservestanding at £ 1443.93. Expenditure will need to be carefully monitored until the next installment of the precept which will be received at the end of April. 

i) The following retrospective expenses were approved:

	DATE
	Payee
	 Amount 
	Reason

	06/01/2021
	Elite Playground Inspections
	 £    48.00 
	Inspection

	12/01/2021
	HMRC- PAYE
	 £ 132.00 
	PAYE

	29/01/2021
	Mike Hole
	 £ 161.55 
	Mower service

	01/02/2021
	David Green
	 £ 189.28 
	Pay January 2021

	21/02/2020
	Zoom US
	 £    14.39 
	Zoom hosting



ii) The Poor Lots

The Clerk noted that the drawing up of the new lease for the Poor Lots had progressed well and this would be signed shortly. Cllr Tucker queried the rent review in 5 years’ time. The Clerk explained that this was the rent review period suggested by the solicitors and would be subject to an independent survey at that point. 

10.To receive a report on the following matters in the parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:

Trees

Cllr S Durack reported that quotes for additional work had been requested from Dorset Council, and these have now been received. It was agreed that in view of the cost, the work to the horse chestnut in the corner of the Play Park should be restricted to removing a branch. It was RESOLVEDto instruct Dorset Council to proceed with the quoted work as soon as possible. 

Play Park

Cllr G Durack advised that another lower quote had been received for cleaning the play park equipment and it was RESOLVED to proceed with this work. 

Cllr Durack reported that the bench seat at the Play Park was in poor condition and he and the Clerk had looked at the possible replacement of the bench seat with a recycled plastic version. The Clerk had made price comparisons and identified a seat from TDP as providing the best value and the Council RESOLVED to proceed with this purchase. 

Footpaths

Cllr Tucker reported no major issues; a damaged bridleway gate near the Cerne Abbas aerial mast had been reported but not yet fixed. 

Highways

Cllr S Durack advised that 10 pot-hole issues had been reported to Dorset Highways between January and March, but only one had been rectified. Cllr Durack would be taking this matter up with Dorset Highways. 

Flooding

Cllr G Durackwas waiting to hear from the Flood Risk Engineer and the Environment Agency regarding a re-arranged date for a meeting to discuss the silt removal plan, which is likely to be in the summer. Cllr Durack commented that in general the village was good order following the drain repair work last year;there has notbeen any repetition of the flooding issues experienced in previous years.

11. Correspondence

A request by a resident for a ‘poll’ concerning the future of village groups was considered. It was felt that this was not an appropriate activity for the Parish Council. The Chairman noted that village groups are likely to resume when lockdown ends and will start to re-use the Village Hall at that point. Cllr Tucker advised that the Village Hall was not experiencing any cash flow difficulties having received two grants since the lock-down commenced last year. 

The Clerk noted an email from a resident concerning a damaged board on the multi-play and suggesting that a rope bridge be installed. The matter of the board had been referred to the maintenance contractor and the decision of the Parish Council to install monkey bars had been explained.

12. Items for Next meeting

Nothing specific.

13. Date of next meeting(s)	

It was agreed that the next meeting, including the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Monday3rd May 2021 at 7.00 p.m. by Zoom conferencing.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 19:55hours.




Signed                                                                Chairman                  Date

