

SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on 05th February 2018 at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall

Members Present: 

Councillors:
C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman), G Durack, M Hole, D Tucker, A Newman and S Elson
J Haynes (DCC) and M Penfold (WDDC)

3 members of the public

1.	Apologies for absence
All Councillors were present.

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests
None were declared.

3.	Minutes of previous meeting 04th December 2017
These were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

4.	Issues arising from the last meeting
It was confirmed that superfast broadband was available in Sydling St Nicholas.

5.	Update from the Chairman
There was nothing further to report other than what was on the agenda.

6.	To receive reports from the County & District Councillors
Cllr Penfold stated that no decision had been made on the LGR and none expected until 20th Feb 18.
She also mention that the refurbishments to the Shire Hall were almost complete.
Cllr Haynes stated that DCC highways had no objections to Parish Councils replacing finger posts.
She continued by saying that the transfer from NHS care to social care was being done on time however there continued to be a lack of social care workers.
She concluded by mentioning that Dorset was in the bottom 3 in grant money and due to the formula may have to pay into the grant pot in future.

Cllr Newman asked how much Poundbury paid into the pot.
She replied that the Builder Development Fund had paid for the doctor’s surgery, primary school and other projects.
Cllr Penfold would try and establish the figures.

7.	Democratic discussion period
The first question was to the blocked drain by Swains Cottage.
Cllr Durack mentioned this was in hand and a part clearance had been done
Concerns were next raised about overhanging brambles and other vegetation in this area.
The Chairman said he would speak to the property owners.
Brought up next was the seemingly poor use of the school bus which was a 53 seater and picked up only one child. Such a large vehicle could cause a blockage in the road and was deemed an excessive use of a resource.
Cllr Haynes responded by saying the bus picked up other children along its route and was often full. DCC had no input on the bus company’s route but could offer advice.
It was mentioned about the collapsed bank at Sunnyside.
Cllr Durack confirmed this had already been reported. Cllr Haynes would also speak to DCC Highways.
The question of the missing grit bin was again brought up.
The Clerk would speak to DCC Highways.

8.	To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and 	payment approvals
The Clerk briefed the Parish Council. He stated that although the actual spend was over the Precept, £1530 was taken from the Reserve and £536.46 could be reclaimed in VAT. The following cheques were authorized for payment:
	Sydling St Nicholas VH
	625
	22.00

	Wayne Lewin
	626
	349.17

	HMRC
	627
	99.99

	Hardys Tree Sturgeons
	628
	492.00

	Elite Playgrounds Ltd
	629
	264.00

	Countrywide Grounds Services
	630
	300.00

	Elite Playgrounds Ltd
	631
	90.00

	Wayne Lewin
	632
	16.44



9.	To receive a report on the following matters in the parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:
	Planning	After a brief discussion, the Parish Council supported the new application at 				Archway Cottage, 2A The High Street.
	Footpaths	Cllr Tucker mentioned a fallen tree had blocked a pathway and a wobbly stile.
			Cllr Legg would look into both matters.
	Highways	A discussion was held after the closure of the high street. The conclusion was these 			works had to be done and it best that done in one stage rather done 4 separate 				ones. The information had been disseminated far and wide. For the record the road 			will be closed from 05 Mar – 13 Apr.
			Concerns were continued to be raised on pot holes. The Clerk stated that DCC 				Highways were aware and they had been marked.	
			It was again mention about the parking on the embankment near Swain cottage.
			Cllr Durack informed the Parish Council that bollards had been put to encourage 			vehicles NOT to park there.
			Cllr Durack also mentioned at this point that the jet blaster was scheduled for 				28th February to clear the blocked drains in this area.	
			Finally, the poor state of Sunnyside was brought up. 
			Cllr Durack confirmed that DCC were fully aware of these issues.
	Play Park	Cllr Elson started by saying that the remedial repairs in the inspection report had 			been completed. She continued by confirming a groundwork day on the 17th or 18th 			March. A local volunteer had offered to make a play park sign. In the short term a 			temporary sign had been purchased.
			To conclude she had received 3 quotes for the jet was and clean of the play park.
			All councillors had received these quotes.
			Resolution:	Universal cleaning were awarded the contract based on cost.
			The money to come from the Play Park reserve.
	Flooding	Cllr Durack had nothing further to add to his previous comments other than to say 			he was monitoring the areas known for flooding and was content.
	Trees		Cllr Elson confirmed that the trees on the village green had been cut back.


10.	Procurement for removal of hedge on village green
A brief discussion was held on the merits of each quote and contractor.
Resolution: The contract was awarded to Lyons Gate gardening based on cost and a known contractor.

11.	Procurement of new apparatus for multi-use equipment
Cllr Elson had received numerous quotes for varying pieces of new equipment of which had been seen by the Councillors. 
Resolution: It was agreed to purchase a new set of monkey bars from Toy Barn at a cost of £450.

12.	Procurement of new mower
Cllr Hole briefed the Parish Council on the procedure of the sale of the old mower. This was in the format of sealed bids, with an open day on Saturday 17th February. All bids in by 24th February with collection on 03rd March. Highest bid to win.
The Parish Council agreed to this with the following additions. The opening of the envelope must have more than one Councillors present. A minimum bid value of £450 was set.
Cllr Hole had received 3 quotes on a new like for like mower. He recommended to purchase from Smarts at a cost of £2020.
Resolution: The Parish Council were in full agreement. The monies to come the grass cutting reserves.

13.	To appointment a public transport representative
Cllr Durack put his name forward.
Resolution: All were in agreement.

14.	Goal posts on the village green
It had been brought to the attention of the Parish Council that the goal post were in a poor state of repair.
A discussion was had as to remove or repair. Cllr Elson mentioned that a local resident had offered to repair for free but not in the short term. The Clerk mention that the goal posts posed a health and safety risk.
Resolution: It was agreed to remove the goal posts on a permanent basis with the view to replacing in the future with a smaller version.

15.	Finger posts
Cllr Elson briefed in depth on various costs and types of finger posts available.
Resolution: The Chairman mentioned that this item needed a lot of discussion. Due to the meeting already over running he proposed that it be moved to the next meeting. All were in agreement.

16. 	Items for the next meeting
Finger posts

17.	Date of next meeting	
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 	Full Council Meeting on 05th March 2018

[bookmark: _GoBack]There being no further business the meeting closed at 2115 hours.
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