[bookmark: _Hlk224822441]SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL
clerk@sydlingstnicholasparishcouncil.gov.uk
07855 396073

[bookmark: _Hlk224822477]Dear Councillor,						          		        6th  May 2026

I hereby give notice that the Annual Parish Council Meeting will be held on completion of the Annual Parish Meeting, which starts at 7.00pm on Monday 11th May 2026. The council meeting will be held at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall. All members of the Parish Council are summoned to attend for the purpose of considering and resolving the business to be transacted at the meeting as set out on the agenda below. 

Amanda Crocker
Parish Clerk
Agenda
1. Election of Chair

2. Election of Vice Chair

3. To receive apologies for absence

4. Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

5. Appointment of Councillors to positions of responsibility for the coming year:
(a) Play Park Warden
(b) Tree Warden
(c) Highways
(d) Footpaths
(e) Flooding
(f) Planning
(g) DAPTC Representative
(h) Website, social media and IT

6. To review and accept the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Code of Conduct

7. To review and accept all policies and procedures of the Parish Council

8. To review and agree subscriptions paid to outside bodies

9. To review the insurance provision 

10. To review the Risk Assessment and Asset Register

11. To review the accounts for the year ended 31st March 2026
(a) To agree the bank reconciliation as at 31st March 2026
(b) To review and approve the external audit Certificate of Exemption
(c) To review and agree the Annual Governance Statement for 2025-26
(d) To review and agree the Annual Accounting Statement for the year ended 31st March 2026
(e) To approve the internal auditor for the year ended 31st March 2026 and agree the internal auditor for the year to 31st March 2027

12. To confirm the Parish Council continues to meet the criteria of The Parish Councils (General Power of Competence)(Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012

13. To approve the Honorarium for bus shelter cleaning

14. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 9th March 2026 and the extraordinary meeting held on the 1st April 2026

15. Issues arising from the last meeting not covered by agenda – for report only

16. Chairman’s Report 

17. Democratic discussion period

18. Unitary Councilor report  -  To follow

19. To consider the Statement of Reasonable Expectations

20. Finance:
i) To agree retrospective and current payment approvals - attached
ii) To agree the bank reconciliation and position against budget – attached
iii) To consider a donation to the Chalk Stream Drivers service

21. To receive reports on the following matters in the parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:
a. Planning Applications:
(i)        P/TRC/2026/01355	1 Church Hill View – Various tree works
(ii)        P/TRC/2026/01744	21 Three Acres – Works to Cypress trees
(iii) P/LBC/2026/02187	29 High Street – Internal alterations to ground and first floor 
(iv) 	P/HOU/2026/01137	17 High Street – Increase width and depth of existing rear extension, alter part of the rear roofscape and install new additional parking 
b. Play Park 
c. Footpaths
d. Police, Traffic and Roads
(i) Latest Police report attached
e. Tree update 
f. Flooding

22. Correspondence received since the agenda was set

23. Items for the next meeting

24. To agree the date of next meeting


























Item 10
Asset Register as at 31st March 2026

	Ref No
	Description
	Date Acquired
	 Purchase Cost 
	Disposal
	
	Insurance Value
	Replacement Value

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Bus Shelter on Main Road
	NK
	 £        5,000.00 
	
	Street Furniture
	21732
	 £      5,000.00 

	2
	4 Seats
	NK
	 £        1,200.00 
	
	
	
	 £      1,200.00 

	3
	1 Ride on mower
	Apr-18
	 £        2,100.00 
	Mar-24
	
	
	

	
	1 Strimmer
	NK
	 £            230.00 
	
	
	
	 £         230.00 

	4
	Play equipment
	NK
	 £      25,755.00 
	
	Play equipment
	36945
	 £    25,755.00 

	5
	2 Notice Boards
	NK
	 £            500.00 
	
	
	
	 £         500.00 

	
	
	NK
	 £            390.00 
	
	Fixed outside equipment
	3915
	 £         390.00 

	6
	Village Green
	NK
	 £        8,000.00 
	
	
	
	 £      8,000.00 

	7
	Playing Park
	NK
	 £        6,000.00 
	
	
	
	 £      6,000.00 

	8
	The Spinney
	NK
	 £        3,000.00 
	
	
	
	 £      3,000.00 

	9
	The Poor Lot
	NK
	 £        1,000.00 
	
	
	
	 £      1,000.00 

	10
	H P Laptop
	Mar-20
	 £            358.00 
	
	
	515
	 £         650.00 

	11
	Stadia Goals
	Nov-21
	 £            138.00 
	
	
	
	 £         138.00 

	12
	New litter bin – play park
	Jan-23
	 £            257.00 
	
	
	
	 £         257.00 

	13
	Coronation Swing
	May-23
	 £        1,729.00 
	
	
	
	 £      1,729.00 

	14
	Ride on mower
	Apr-24
	 £        3,679.00 
	
	Mower
	4000
	 £      3,679.00 

	15
	Telephone kiosk
	Oct-25
	 £                1.00 
	
	
	
	 £      1,500.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	
	 £      59,337.00 
	
	
	67107
	 £    59,028.00 

























Item 11(a)

	Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council
	
	
	

	Reconciliation of Accounts
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance b/fwd
	From 31.03.25
	
	
	10383.06

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Add:
	Income year to date
	
	
	14482.84

	
	Less:
	Expenditure to date
	
	
	8351.90

	Balance as at 03.03.26
	
	
	
	16514.00

	Funded by:
	
	
	
	

	
	Current account
	00261391
	
	16514.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	16514.00

	Add:
	Uncleared Income
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	0.00

	Less:
	Uncleared Expenditure
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance as at 03.03.26
	
	
	
	16514.00

	
	
	
	Difference
	0.00

































Item 19

Statement of Reasonable Expectations
Introduction
This statement sets out the reasonable expectations for partnership working between Parish and Town Councils1 and Dorset Council.
Dorset Association of Parish and Town Councils (DAPTC) enters into this agreement in its role representing and supporting its member Parish and Town Councils throughout Dorset.
Both parties support a shared commitment to the communities and residents of Dorset. The statement aims to foster better working relationships, enhance democratic representation, and ensure effective service delivery for the benefit of local communities.
1. Mutual Respect and Recognition
i. Dorset Council recognises Parish and Town Councils as statutory, democratically elected bodies with legislated roles and responsibilities, the power of taxation and a deep understanding of local issues.
ii. Parish and Town Councils respect Dorset Council’s role as the democratically elected Principal Authority in strategic planning and delivery of a range of statutory services across its area.
iii. Dorset Council also recognises the role played by DAPTC in representing the collective views and interests of most Town and Parish Councils.
iv. Both parties commit to a spirit of cooperation, valuing each other’s contributions and responsibilities, with a view to ensuring an effective and appropriate response to the differing needs and priorities of local places and communities.
2. Communication and Engagement
i. Dorset Council and Parish and Town Councils will recognise and foster the importance of a constructive and regular working relationship between the Dorset Council Ward Member and the parish meeting, parish council or town council they liaise with. This relationship should be based on openness, mutual respect and timely communication, supporting the effective flow of local knowledge, community priorities and informed decision making.
ii. Dorset Council will provide best effort provision of timely and relevant updates on policies, projects, and decisions affecting local communities, and will consult 

[bookmark: _bookmark0]1 Parish and Town Councils includes precept raising bodies such as Parish Meetings.

with Parish and Town Councils well before making decisions or policy changes that impact their role and operations or the wellbeing of their place and community.
iii. Parish and Town Councils will share local insights and concerns to inform Dorset Council’s decision making by attending regular forums or liaison meetings when established to facilitate open dialogue and exchange of views.
iv. Clear points of contact will be maintained to ensure smooth communication, by all parties.
v. Engagement periods will allow sufficient time for meaningful input, and each party undertakes to consider the other’s views and insights before making decisions, to seek clarification where necessary, and provide meaningful feedback.
3. Support and Capacity Building
i. Dorset Council, Parish and Town Councils, and DAPTC will collaborate to identify key areas for guidance and training and determine the most effective methods of delivery. This joint effort will aim to enhance the capabilities of Parish and Town Councils and support the expansion of their role within the local governance framework.
ii. Resources, toolkits, and best practice examples will be shared between the parties to support effective local governance.
iii. Parish and Town Councils will proactively seek opportunities to upskill and enhance their role in service delivery in key areas agreed by both parties, community leadership and engagement.
iv. Parish and Town Councils will develop financial and strategic plans for the short, medium, and longer term to set out their ambitions for the community around them and enhance their role in place management.
v. Elected members for all parties should be supported and trained to understand the benefits of co-working and partnering toward better outcomes for communities they jointly serve.
vi. Development of personnel in Parish and Town Councils, particularly those in senior roles like Clerks, will be encouraged to enable them to undertake broader roles and responsibilities effectively.
4. Collaborative Working
i. Dorset Council, Ward Members and Parish and Town Councils are encouraged to work directly and collaboratively to identify, design and deliver projects that bring mutual benefit to local communities. This includes early engagement on opportunities, transparent sharing of relevant information, and a shared commitment to achieving positive, practical outcomes for residents.
ii. Dorset Council, Ward Members and Parish and Town Councils will work together to identify, explore, and, where mutually agreed, pursue opportunities for joint initiatives and shared services, and including the transfer or devolution of assets and services.
iii. Partnership working and a problem-solving approach will be adopted to address challenges collectively and improve local service delivery and community outcomes.
iv. Dorset Council will work constructively with Parish and Town Councils to facilitate changes through Community Governance Reviews where these strengthen democratic representation.
v. Greater collaboration between neighbouring Parish and Town Councils will be encouraged to ensure best value asset management and service delivery.
5. Transparency and Accountability
i. Decisions and actions will be made transparently, with clear explanations provided for major policy changes or service alterations.
ii. All parties will uphold transparency in their own operations, ensuring local communities are informed and engaged.
iii. Mechanisms for feedback and review will be in place to assess the effectiveness of collaboration and address any issues constructively.
iv. This statement will be reviewed jointly on a periodic basis.
Conclusion
This statement represents a shared commitment to strengthening democratic representation and delivering better outcomes for Dorset’s communities. By fostering mutual trust, engagement, and cooperation, Parish and Town Councils and Dorset Council can work together effectively to serve the needs of residents.
Signed by



	

Nick Ireland, Leader of Dorset Council Date:
KD Johnson, Chair DAPTC Board Date:






Catherine Howe, Chief Executive Dorset Council Date:

Neil Wedge, Chief Executive DAPTC Date:


Item 20(i)

	Payments Requested - April + May 2026
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payee
	Comments
	Ref
	Precept

	
	
	
	
	£

	13.04.26
	A Crocker
	April 2026 salary + expenses
	BACS050
	222.85

	13.04.26
	Sydling Village Hall
	Hall hire 9th March 
	BACS051
	12.00

	13.04.26
	HMRC
	April 2026 PAYE
	BACS052
	50.60

	17.04.26
	Hugo Fox
	Web hosting 14.4 to 17.5.26
	
	11.99

	13.04.26
	Alun Banks
	Fuel for mower
	BACS053
	63.86

	25.03.26
	ABA Groundcare
	Mower service
	BACS054
	201.34

	28.04.26
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting 28.04 to 26.05.26
	20.99

	27.04.26
	DAPTC
	Annual subscription
	BACS055
	264.44

	04.05.26
	HMRC
	May 2026 PAYE
	BACS056
	50.80

	04.05.26
	A Crocker
	May 2026 salary + expenses
	BACS057
	223.48

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total payments requested:
	
	1122.35




Item 20 (ii)

	Reconciliation of Accounts
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance b/fwd
	From 31.03.26
	
	
	16514.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Add:
	Income year to date
	
	
	6267.50

	
	Less:
	Expenditure to date
	
	
	1122.35

	Balance as at 04.05.26
	
	
	
	21659.15

	Funded by:
	
	
	
	

	
	Current account
	00261391
	
	22197.87
	

	
	
	
	
	
	22197.87

	Add:
	Uncleared Income
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	0.00

	Less:
	Uncleared Expenditure
	
	
	

	27.04.26
	DAPTC
	Annual subscription
	26/008
	264.44
	

	04.05.26
	HMRC
	May 2026 PAYE
	26/009
	50.8
	

	04.05.26
	A Crocker
	May 2026 salary + expenses
	26/010
	223.48
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	538.72

	Balance as at 04.05.26
	
	
	
	21659.15

	
	
	
	Difference
	0.00









Item 21 (d)(i)
Dorchester West Neighbourhood Policing 
March + April 2026
Dear Councillors, 
Below is a breakdown of crimes that have occurred and been reported in your areas during the month’s of March + April. 
N.B. Any crimes of a sensitive nature have not been included in this report, e.g. crimes of a personal nature or any crimes which may identify individuals etc.
· We continue to patrol all areas and are utilising social media to keep members of the public appraised of our actions. 
Dorchester NPT website address is: https://www.dorset.police.uk/neighbourhood-policing/dorchester/
Our Face Book Page address is: www.facebook.com/DorchesterPolice/
Our Twitter Page is: https://twitter.com/DorchesterPolice
Our Instagram Page is: https://www.instagram.com/dorchesterpolice/
Dorset Alert messaging system registration to receive messages is: https://www.dorsetalert.co.uk/pages/2451/1/Register.html
Contacting Dorset Police (non-emergency)  
Do it Online: www.dorset.police.uk/do-it-online/
CONTACT US LINK: Contact us | Dorset Police
Telephone: 101    *(Calls to the 101 non-emergency number from both landlines and mobiles are free)
Message an officer: www.dorset.police.uk/do-it-online/message-an-officer/
To report information to the police with 100% anonymity, contact the independent charity Crimestoppers online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org or call Freephone 0800 555 111
Importance of Reporting
Please can it be circulated that all suspicious activity & incidents are reported to the police.
The highlighted section at the top of this report provides the various ways this can be done.
I appreciate that people think that they don’t want to “bother” the police or “nothing will be done anyway”.  However, as I mentioned when speaking to people face to face the reports enable resources to be allocated accordingly and if nothing gets reported nothing can be done. 
Sometimes lines of enquiry are limited but all reports can be used to “build a picture” of activity in the area and the smallest report may lead to a crime being solved or prevented.
DFAA
Chesil Bank Parish Council: 
15:03 – Unwanted doorstep caller who was quite persistent claiming to be from IT SOS. 
** Please always report any suspicious door step callers and helpful advice can be found in the following link  The Little Book of Big Scams – 5th Edition (met.police.uk)  **
18:04 – Lots of cars causing Anti-Social Behaviour at Hardys Monument with loud music, revving engines etc 
[bookmark: _Hlk115422645]Litton Cheney – Bride Valley Parish Council: 
[bookmark: _Hlk128423648]No reported crimes or incidents.
Long Bredy – Bride Valley Parish Council: 
[bookmark: _Hlk123138500]No reported crimes or incidents.
DFAB
Maiden Newton Parish Council area: 
22:03 – Report of youths smashing windows on garages at Frome View. This report was after the incident had happened so no children seen.
06:04 – Report of ASB with youth’s door knocking and running away. This is frightening and distressing for some householders. As the local PCSO I am trying to identify youths so I can deal.
21:04 – Continued ASB with reports of youths ringing doorbell and door knocking.
The Comptons, Toller + Wynford Parish Council area: 
10:03 – Report of illegal fox hunting in Compton Valence area.
Toller Porcorum Parish Council area:
Rampisham area:
No reported crimes or incidents. 
Hooke area
No reported crimes or incidents.
DFAC
Stratton Parish Council area:
No reported crimes or incidents.
Frampton Parish Council area:
03:04 – Trailer and Horse Box stolen from land to the rear of Dorchester Road, Frampton. The trailer has been recovered 06out of county.
Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council area:
[bookmark: _Hlk123153060]01:04 – Criminal danage to vehicle parked in Sydling St Nicholas.
Frome Valley Parish Council area:
No reported crimes or incidents.
[bookmark: _Hlk135317036][bookmark: _Hlk136027078]Cattistock Parish Council area:
No reported crimes or incidents.
DFAD
Charminster + Charlton Down Parish Council: 
23:03 – Diesel stolen from Wessex water compound in Charminster area.
Cerne Abbas Parish Council:
 No reported crimes or incidents.
Godmanstone Parish Council: 
No reported crimes or incidents.
Minterne Magna Parish Council area:
No reported crimes or incidents.
Stinsford Parish Council area:
[bookmark: _Hlk136451955]13:03 – Theft of items in a farming field on Kingston Maurward College.
03:04 – Beauty Spot theft from car parked at Thorncombe woords
Bradford Peverell Parish Council area:
[bookmark: _Hlk141707987][bookmark: _Hlk136028233]06:03 – Report of suspicious noise from back garden late at night at remote property. Officers did an area search with no trace..
DFAE
Winterborne St Martin Parish Council:
[bookmark: _Hlk132109625]15:04 – Number plates stolen from vehicle parked on roadside in Martinstown. These were later recovered having been used on a stolen vehicle.
Winterborne Abbas Parish Council:
26:04 – Copper pipe ripped out and stolen from property Steepelton Manor being renovated by unknown persons
Winterborne Monkton Parish Council area:
No reported crimes or incidents.
 PLEASE NOTE - Silent 999 calls have increased and the large majority of these are “pocket dials”. If taking your phone out with you, please ensure that the screen/keypad is locked, to avoid any unnecessary calls.
If you accidentally dial 999, please do not hang up. If possible, please stay on the line and let the operator know it was an accident and that you do not need any assistance. Silent calls to 999 are never just ignored.
Nationally, all emergency services are experiencing record high 999 call volumes, which is believed has been impacted because of an update to Android smartphones.
The update, issued between October 2022 and February 2023, added a new SOS emergency function for devices to call 999 through the power button being pressed five times or more on devices. 
If you have an Android phone, you can check your emergency settings to turn off the functionality added in the latest update, if you wish to.
Go to ‘settings’ then ‘safety and emergency’ and slide the button which says ‘emergency SOS’ to switch the functionality off.
Withdrawal of 101 email address:
Improving the way, you contact us
We receive thousands of digital contacts from residents and visitors every month and contact overall to Dorset Police has recently been reaching record levels.
It is important for us to use the best systems and processes to ensure emergency lines are kept open and non-emergency calls can be answered from those who are unable to contact us online.
We have been looking at ways to ensure we can meet the needs of our communities as quickly as possible as well as ensuring that members of the public are directed to the correct agency, such as the local authority, who may be best placed to deal with their request for service.
Following the launch of our new website in March, we have seen a huge increase in the quality of information captured on digital reports completed via our website, ensuring we are able to record crimes effectively and task officers and staff appropriately.
Why are we making these changes?
We are asking members of the public to use these web forms when contacting us digitally instead of sending an email to ensure we have all the relevant information we need and can respond as efficiently as possible – meaning we get you the advice, information and help you need as soon as possible. 
Our non-emergency email was withdrawn from 5 June 2023 and digital contact should be made via our website. Alternatively, you can still contact us for non-emergency enquiries by calling 101.
What to do in an emergency
If a crime or incident is in progress or someone is in immediate danger, call 999 now.
 Emergency contacts for deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired:
 Use textphone on 18000
 British Sign Language (BSL) users please use our video relay service
 Or text 999 if you are registered with the emergency SMS service
DORCHESTER NPT LINK: Dorchester | Your area | Dorset Police | Dorset Police
CONTACT US LINK: Contact us | Dorset Police
Regards
PCSO 5410 Sarah Pilcher
Dorchester West Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team
NOTE FOR ALL PARISH COUNCILS
Neighbourhood Community Contact
Please forward the nominated community contact within the Parish Council as requested by previous email so that I can double check our records are up to date.
The following information is required:
First Name:
Surname:
Job Role: i.e.councillor
Full Home Address:
Email address:
Landline:
Mobile:


