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Minutes of the meeting held on 09th January 2017 at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall

Members Present: 

Cllr’s C Legg (Chairman), P Davies (Vice Chairman)
A Newman, D Tucker, C Fowler, V Letten, M Hole

Cllr Mary Penfold WDDC
4 members of the public

1.	Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Haynes (DCC).
2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests
Cllr Legg declared an interest in agenda item 12, planning.
3.	Minutes of previous meeting 14th November 2016
These were agreed by the Councillors and signed by the Chairman.
4.	Update from the Chairman
The Chairman wished everybody a happy new year and had no more to add other than that on the agenda.
5.	Democratic discussion period
Concerns were raised from the public as to the numbers of units for sell at the Sherrin’s Farm development.  The original application stated 10 units for sell with 5 affordable homes but it appears that there is now 11 units for sell.
Resolution:
Cllr Penfold was requested to contact the planning department at WDDC directly whilst the Clerk would write to the planning team at WDDC requesting any variations. The public were also encouraged to contact WDDC planning department.

6.	To receive reports from the County & District Councillors
Cllr Penfold outlined the LGRC and stated it would be brought before WDDC at the end of the month.
She also noted a number of potential dog thefts in the area and advised parishioners to be aware.
Cllr Hole also confirmed that a number of sheep had been attacked by dogs recently. 

7.	Issues arising from the last meeting
Cllr Newman that the picnic bench for the Spinney was now in stock and he would order it.
Works in the Spinney and the play park would be looked at in the spring.
It was confirmed that the garage at the clay pigeon was owned by Mr Crook.

8.	Correspondence requiring discussion or action
The Clerk had received correspondence regarding the welfare of the geese on the green. The chairman confirmed that one had been lost to a fox and the other happily relocated to a new home in the High Street.



9.	Update on the winter festival 2017
Cllr Letten wished to seek the views of the Parish Council on organizing a winter festival for the village and surrounding neighborhoods. The idea was to base the day on the tale of St Nicholas and include stalls, entertainment and competitions throughout the day. A provisional date of Saturday 9th December 2017 was set. 
Resolution:
The Parish Council was in unanimous support of this endeavor. 

10.	Discussion on the hedge on the village green
The chairman opened this agenda by outlining the thoughts and views of the meeting on the village green in December. The majority of the 17 people who attended and the 3 correspondence received were broadly in favour of retaining the hedge. It was also agreed in principal that further safety features should be looked into but ensuring they were proportional to the risk. No decisions were made at that meeting. The chairman also mentioned that a further meeting had occurred morning will a small number of parishioners. The chairman therefore asked the council to discuss four separate areas:

a.	Total removal of the hedge
Resolution:
On a majority vote it was agreed to leave in place.

b.	Hedge Maintenance
Resolution:
It was agreed to have the hedge clipped 3-4 times a year to ensure it remained at its current state.
The Clerk was to obtain 3 quotes from local contractors.

c.	Insertion of a barrier at the top end of the green	 next to the hedge
Resolution:
The council was split with one member abstaining. Therefore the chairman had the casting vote and decided NOT to proceed with this proposal but to monitor the situation and reassess in September.
The Clerk was asked to purchase another sign to place in this area.
Cllr’s Tucker, Newman and Davies expressed concern on this matter.

d.	Insertion of a barrier and gate at the bottom end of the green next to the hedge and along to the bridge.
Resolution:
On a majority vote the council agreed to this proposal. Cllr’s Letten and Fowler voted against. The chairman also agreed to speak a local resident about clearing the vegetation around the bridge to provide better visibility from East Street.

e.	To approve costing of fence and kissing gate
A local company confirmed that the cost of materials for this would be less than £100.
Resolution:
Costing approved
Cllr Hole would take on this project

11.	Letter of complaint of the public regarding minutes
The chairman had received a letter from the public with many questions and observations on both minutes and agenda items. The council had received a copy of this. Broadly, the council was very happy with the quality and quantity of the agenda and minutes. The Clerk confirmed the legal requirements of posting agendas and minutes including their whereabouts and timings. The Clerk also confirmed the aspiration of timings of meetings and agenda length. He stated that a long agenda should be considered a good thing as the council takes all matters seriously and that often an agenda item may only take a minute to resolve.
Resolution:
The agenda and minutes will continue to be drafted as currently done with the addition of a formal resolution, action to be taken, the lead and time frame if appropriate. The agenda will be published in the notice board opposite the village hall a minimum of 3 clear workings days prior to the meeting and draft minutes published as soon as feasibly possible with an aspiration of within one calendar week of the meeting.

12.	Planning update
The following new application was discussed:
WD/D/16/002185
DOLLENS FARM, HIGH STREET, SYDLING ST NICHOLAS
Extension to existing straw barn for dry storage of straw throughout the year (Full)

There were no objections from the council.

13.	Footpath and environment matters
There was a blockage on fp 28 over an opening at a fence.
Resolution:
Cllr Hole would look at the matter during the week.

14.	Play park update
Cllr Fowler stated there were no issues in the play park.
15.	Finance
	a.	Bank balances (summary for 2016/17 attached)
	b.	Invoices and receipts
	c.	Cheques for authorization and approval
The following cheques were authorized for payment:
	09/01/2017
	567
	£164.09
	27
	Wayne Lewin
	Wages and expenses

	09/01/2017
	568
	£170.22
	28
	Wayne Lewin
	Wages and expenses

	09/01/2017
	569
	£10.00
	29
	Sydling Village Hall
	Hall hire



16. 	Items for the next meeting
Clearance of the land next to the bridge on East Street
Request for a flood warden

17. 	Date of next meeting 

The next meeting was confirmed for 06th February 2017 starting at 7pm.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2055 hours. 
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