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SYDLING ST NICHOLAS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Sydling St Nicholas Parish Council held on 3rd July 2023 at Sydling St Nicholas Village Hall 

1.	Apologies for absence

Cllr Davies.

2.	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests

None.

3.	Minutes of previous meeting 15th May 2023

These were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

4.	Update from the Chairman

The Chairman noted that the Giants Head Marathon weekend had been a great success and thanked all for their hard work. However an issue was raised as to whether it was appropriate for dogs to be allowed to accompany runners for the half marathon event; it was noted that this year a dog had been rescued due to the hot weather. This will be discussed with White Star Running. It had been speculated that the number of participants would be reduced from previous years but this was unfounded; food sales were very high which required additional catering provision to be made.

The Chairman noted that the issue of the hole at the Village Green arising from work by SSE had been raised directly with the company by a villager and the Clerk. The maintenance department in Yeovil have been urged to deal with this quickly in view of the impending Village Fete. 

5. 	Democratic discussion period.

The owner of Onslow Cottage explained their plans for the renovation of the property noted under planning item 8 below. 

6. 	 To receive a report from the Unitary Councilor

Written reports from Cllr Haynes had been received prior to the meeting. 

Cllr Haynes added that the Director of Childrens Services, Theresa Levy , had received a Corporate Director of the Year award, having transformed children’s services in Dorset. 

Cllr Haynes noted, from the report to cabinet, that the Council had been successful in many areas, delivering savings with no loss of services and was responsible for the delivery of some 380 separate services. In spite of the Cost-of-Living crisis, the Council had managed to control the numbers requiring B&B accommodation. 

There were some outstanding issues. The submission of the Local Plan had been delayed by the slow progress of the Levelling Up Bill and the Poole Harbour phosphates issue had effectively meant that there was a moratorium on the building of new dwellings in the Purbecks and West Dorset. Hopefully, the new Local Plan will be submitted for inspection by the end of 2024 and will be implemented two years later.  

Cllr Haynes was asked about plans to build a new care home in Dorchester. Apparently, the Council is looking at a number of sites but there are other ongoing issues taking priority at present. The ‘re-ablement’ of those leaving hospital has been working effectively, and the Council has met the target of ensuring that no more than 20% of people discharged from Dorchester hospitals need to be returned within a year.  There have been discussions between the NHS and Dorset Council concerning whether care packages should be provided by the NHS or funded by Dorset Council and some additional central funding (£1.5 million) has been secured. There were local staffing problems in the NHS, mainly it seems related to the difficulty of finding accommodation for nurses and the NHS has now acquired some social housing in Dorchester to meet this need. 

8.           Planning 

P/FUL/2023/01342 - Land And Buildings North Of Cutlers Close Sydling St Nicholas  

Cllr Shears noted that whilst the Planning Committee has yet to discuss and vote upon this project,  the Conservation Officer had advised that she could not support the application as it stood. The proposed layout was ‘too urban’ and the dwelling in the middle would still create a barrier from historic core of the conservation area to the surrounding landscape. It was also commented that the use of red brick was ‘out of place’. It was suggested that  an amended scheme, with only two dwellings, which respected views to the surrounding landscape from the historic core of the conservation area, would be considered. 

New application - P/HOU/2023/02979 & P/LBC/2023/02980 – Onslow Cottage 9 Dorchester Road Sydling St Nicholas DT2 9NU

‘Demolition of existing outbuildings, that are not listed but within the curtilage of the listed cottage. Replace bathroom window.’ 

The applicant attended the meeting and explained that the application to demolish the outbuilding and verandah was the first phase of a complete redevelopment of the property. The outbuildings had been poorly constructed and some work had been carried out without approval. The next application will include a proposal for an air source heat pump and solar panels.

There were no objections or concerns regarding the application. 

9.  To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals 

The Clerk advised that the financial position was modest,  with the bank balance at £ 4,689.73 and the general reserve at £ 424.16. There had been no major expenditures in recent weeks and there was nothing significant in the offing until the autumn. 

i) The following retrospective expenses were approved:

	Date
	Name
	Method
	  Amount 
	Reason

	12/05/2023
	Hunt Forest Group 
	BACS
	 £         18.70 
	Mower Parts

	16/05/2023
	David Green
	BACS
	 £         16.20 
	Expenses

	16/05/2023
	Alun Banks
	BACS
	 £         28.56 
	Petrol for mower

	24/05/2023
	Claire Birch
	CQ 719
	 £         75.00 
	Honorarium

	25/05/2023
	Gallagher 
	BACS
	 £       158.58 
	Mower Insurance

	26/05/2023
	Alun Banks
	BACS
	 £         28.95 
	Petrol for mower

	28/05/2023
	David Green
	SO
	 £       212.00 
	May 2023 pay

	31/05/2023
	Hunt Forest Group
	BACS
	 £         20.16 
	Mower Parts

	28/06/2023
	David Green
	SO
	 £       212.00 
	June 2023 pay



ii) The Clerks expenses of £ 35.68 were approved. 

10. To receive a report on the following matters in the Parish and to agree action in response to any proposals:

Play Park 

Cllr G Durack noted: 

· There had been a complaint from a resident concerning ‘bird lime’ on swing seats generated by birds perching on the swing frame. It has been suggested that this is resolved by attaching cable ties to the frames and the contractor has been asked to quote for this work. 

· The latest quarterly Play area inspection report has shown few concerns, and nothing beyond low or moderate risks. Consideration will be given to replacing the basket swing seat, probably in 2024. 

Footpaths

Cllr Tucker has reported a missing sign near the ‘Old Blacksmiths shop’ and had received a report of bonfire of plastic waste near the Old Fish Farm.  

The Parish Council wishes it to be noted that household waste cannot be disposed of in a way that causes pollution or harm people's health  and this includes burning it. Under the Clean Air Act, it is illegal for a business to use a bonfire to burn materials which cause dark smoke such as plastic, paint tins or rubber.  Incidents of the illegal burning of plastic waste should be reported to the Environment Agency on 0800 80 70 60. 

Highways

Cllr S Durack reported that: 

· There will be a daytime closure of East St at the end of July by Wessex Water. Residents will have to make their own arrangements for access during this period. The Chairman advised that it may be possible to park in his farmyard in this period. 

· A request has been made to DWP  for the sweeping of debris at Marrs Cross; the DWP have 28 days to deal with this. 

· A pothole is being monitored until it becomes larger and requires a full repair. 

Trees

Cllr S Durack noted that: 

· a crown lift of trees on the Village Green has been carried out, except for the walnut trees which must be left until the end of August

· the date for the Tree survey in September has yet to be confirmed. The Clerk will confirm the date of this with Dorset Council. 

· There is a fallen branch in Church Lane underneath a yew tree. The Council will draw this to the landowner’s attention.

Flooding

Cllr G Durack reported that the post 2021 Flood Incident report from the Environment Agency had been received and reviewed.

There were no outstanding actions deemed to be necessary. Householder grant funded flood defence measures were in the process of being implemented by affected householders and it was judged that there was sufficient co-ordination within the village to deal with incidents as they arise.

11. Items for Next meeting

Nothing specific.

12. Date of next meeting	

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th September 2023 at 7.00 p.m. in the Village Hall.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 19:40 hours.


Signed                                                                Chairman                  Date

